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PREFACE. 



It having struck the writer of the following pages 
that modern travellers and naturalists have thrown 
much light on the Oriental allusions of the Song 
OF Solomon, quiet time has been employed in the 
collection of such elucidations. Bishop Words- 
worth on Canticles has been consulted as to the 
disputed readings of the text. The other authori- 
ties quoted are Tristram, Professor Eadie, Kitto, 
Dr. Hamilton, Gill, Thomson, Stanley, Bonar, 
McCheyne, etc., etc. 

May the Lord give to all His own people an 
increasing interest in this ''Song of Songs." As 
heavenly love is quickened in any Christian's heart, 
so will its deep mysterious language be better under- 
stood; and as we are told by our Master that 
'' because iniquity shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax cold" (Matt. xxiv. 12), so is it now an 
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especial duty in these perilous times that we should 
often be found sitting at Jesus* feet, listening to 
His words of love, and seeing, by the Holy Spirit^s 
influence, how far our response to His tender 
accents resembles the type given to us in the Bride's 
language, either when she is absent from her Lord, 
or present with Him. 

In concluding these few prefatory remarks, the 
writer begs to add some striking observations from 
Professor Phelps which are peculiarly suited to pre- 
cede any study of Canticles. He says, '' We have 
not sufficiently cherished our Christian sensibilities. 
We have not cultivated habits of religious desire 
which are buoyant in their working, etc. . . . Our 
northern and occidental constitution often needs to 
be restrained from an excess of phlegmatic wisdom. 
I must think that we have something to learn from 
the more impulsive workings of the Southern and 
the Oriental mind. I must believe that it was not 
without a wise forecast of the world's necessities, 
and an insight into human nature all around^ that 
God ordained that the Bible, which should contain 
our best models of sanctified culture, should be con- 
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structed in the East, and by the inspiration of minds 
of an Eastern stock and discipline ; whose imagina- 
tive faculties could conceive such a poem as the 
Song of Solomon, and whose emotive nature could 
be broken up like the fountains of the great deep. 
I must anticipate that an improved symmetry of 
character will be imparted to the experience of the 
Church, and more of the beauty of holiness will 
adorn His courts, when the Oriental world shall be 
converted to Christ, and ' Ethiopia shall stretch out 
her hands unto God.* Our unimpassioned, taciturn, 
and often cloudy temperament in religion, does need 
an infusion of the piety which will grow in those 
lands of the sun. We need habits of feeling, dis- 
ciplined indeed, — not effervescent, not mystic ; but, 
on the other hand, not crushed, not fearful of out- 
flow, not bereaved of speech.*' A heaven-taught 
medium, in fact, between intellectual coldness and 
undisciplined im^ination, and for the attainment of 
which our prayer might often be, "My soul cleaveth 
unto the dust : quicken Thou me according to Thy 
word," Psa. cxix. 25. 
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CANTICLES I. 1— II. 

" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of Thy law." — Ps. cxix. i8. 






/^ 



The song of songs ^ which is Solomon's,^* Cant. i. i. 

The song of songs !" Happy is the man Song of 
who even in a measure can truthfully sing 
this song. It is the wondrous anthem 
which blends the voice from heaven of a 
Saviour's love to his blood-bought Church ; 
and the response of that Church in its 
changes, of joy and sorrow, of clear views 
of her Bridegroom, and when He seems 
absent, or can be but dimly seen. A little 
unfolding of the meaning of Canticles to 
any of our hearts, and who could but ex- 
claim adoringly, *' It is indeed ' the song of 
songs.* *' 

No mention is made in it of the other 
persons of the Trinity, save in the one refer- . 

B 



2 REFLECTIONS UPOK CANTICLES. 

Cant, i I. ence made to the name Jah in Cant. viii. 6. 
The eye of faith is directed solely to God the 
Son, and the ear of faith is opened to hear 
His quickening words ; whilst elsewhere in 
Scripture attention is called to Him who 
Johniii.iG. gave his only begotten Son, and to God the 
Rom.Tiii.9. Spirit, by whom we are brought into unioa 
with Jesus. Yet who that has perused 
Canticles but knows that, unaided, the 
thoughts suggested by its Oriental imagery 
are powerless to raise the mind above earth 
and earthly things. Whilst by the Spirit's 
teaching a flood of thoughts, pure, enno- 
bling, refreshing, rejoicing, yes, even trans- 
porting, come like a full tide into the be- 
liever's heart, bringing life and animation 
instead of lukewarmness, apathy, and in- 
dolence ; and enable him to breathe some- 
thing of Heaven's air, and to see unseen 
realities. 
Vcr. 2. '' ^^^ Him kiss me with the kisses of His 
mouthy for Thy love is better than wine,^^ 
The first words of the bride are thus an 
impassioned burst of feeling. No name is 
given to her Lord, but who that knew her 
could doubt who He was. . . . ^' Let Him 
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kiss me with the kisses of His mouth." Cant. i. 2. 
Kisses among the ancients were rare between Kisses. 
the different sexes previous to marriage. 
Gill says that they were but once given, Giii. 
"when persons were espoused, and as a 
token of that, and then they were reckoned 
husband and wife:" on which account it 
may be it is here desired. ' For thy love 
is better than wine/ " Earthly stimu- stimulants 
lants had previously been the object of life, 
such as pleasure, variety, etc. Now the 
thought of the Saviour*s love is "better 
than wine." It is the quickener, the re- 
viver to the heart just awakened by the 
Spirit^s influence to perceive unseen reali- 
ties. 

It is remarkable that Canticles never 
mentions any doubts as to the bride's being 
really such ; loved and chosen, she feels her Assurance. 
position perfectly, and only fluctuates in 
reference to heavenly accents of love, or 
needs words of encouragement, or awaken- 
ing, or warning, etc. 

There are various mentions made of 
other individuals beside the bride which are 
diflicult to understand. In verses 3 and 4 Vers. 3, 4. 



4 REFLECTIOXS UPOX CANTICLES. 

Cant. i. 2. vve havc Jesus' name so fragrant that the 

VirSns " Virgins love thee." The admiring Church 

looks upwards, and tells her Lord that the 

^' virgins love Thee." Are they her own 

members ? Are they the attendants spoken 

Psa. xlv. of in Psa. xlv. 14 ? " She shall be brought 

unto the King in raiment of needlework : 

the virgins, her companions that follow her, 

shall be brought unto Thee." Next we have 

Ver. 5, the '' daughters of Jerusalem," ver. 5, often 

Daughters mentioned again in subsequent scenes. 

Jerusalem. Solomon built a house for Pharaoh^s 
daughter in Jerusalem, i Kings ix. 24. 
The daughters of Jerusalem would then 
be her neighbours, the observers of her 
person (chap. i. 5 — 7), the disturbers of her 
deepest communion (ii. 7 ; iii. 5 ; viii. 4). 
Not uninterested in their mysterious neigh- 
bour (ver. 9). Even loved by the King 
(iii. 10), the bearers of a message to Him 
(ver. 8), or rather begged to do so in the 
bride's deep distress, to which they re- 
spond with a question which showed their 
own ignorance of the glorious Being for 
whom the bride was seeking. Must we 
not consider them as unconverted neigh- 
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hours, among whom the Church is at once Cant. i. 2. 
a wonder and a light ? burning to illuminate 
their darkness, and to proclaim the loveli- 
ness of her Bridegroom. 

^^ Because of the savour of thy good ointments^ Ver. 3. 
thy name is as ointment poured forth ^ therefore 
do the virgins love thee^'* or, as Wordsworth 
quotes from Delitz, Hengstenberg, "Thy 
ointments are goodly by reason of their 
sweet odour; thy name is as ointment 
poured forth/' The mention of ointment 
in connection with our Saviour's name, 
naturally carries our thoughts to His great 



official title of Christ, the Anointed One. Christ the 
The Name of Names which tells us how 
amid the glories of heaven, the Son of God 
was set apart for the redemption and salva- 
tion of a ruined world, and was anointed to 
be our Prophet, Priest, and King, " called Heb. v. 10. 
of God an High Priest after the order of 
Melchisedec.'^ Well might such a title 
when unfolded to us be precious to each 
member of His Church, for as St. Peter tells 
us, ^' Neither is there salvation in any other : The Name 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be 
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Cant. i. 3. saved ;" and well might the bride compare 
such a lesson to " ointment poured forth,'^ 
and long to be brought more into commu- 
nion with her kingly Lord. Knowing 
herself to be chosen, and redeemed, she 
presses on to a higher life, and enters into 
unseen realities. But mark the burdened 
Ver, 4. cry, ^' Draw me, we will run after Thee.'^ 
Her fresh love is ardent ; but feelings are 
not' actions, fresh help is needed for every 

Phil. ii. 13. step heavenwards. " It is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do of 

John XV. 5. His good pleasure." " Without Me ye can 
do nothing "... The answer is a quick 
Ch. i. 4. one : " The King hath brought me into 
His chambers." And then follows the de- 
termination : "^We will be glad, and rejoice 
in Thee, we will remember Thy love more 
than wine," ending with the declaration, 
" The upright love Thee," or, as the margin 
gives it, " They love Thee uprightly." 

Remember. Few proofs of man's sinfulness are so 
striking as his proneness to forget God^s 
love and tender kindness to him, even 
when manifested in a remarkable manner 
We turn to the annals of the Jewish nation^ 
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our " examples '^ or " types," and there we Cant. i. 4. 

find that no sooner were they free from iCor.x. 11. 

Egypt, than almost their first action was to 

"forget God their Saviour, which had done P8a.cvi.21, 

22. 
great things for them, wondrous works in 

the land of Ham, and terrible things by 
the Red Sea,'^ as also see Psa. Ixxviii. 11. 
Not so with the renewed heart ; its lan- 
guage is, " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and Psa. ciii. 3. 
forget not all His benefits," or as here, 
" We will remember Thy love more than Ver. 4. 
wine." But a change follows : admitted A change. 
into close communion with her kingly Lord, 
the words of rejoicing sound triumphantly. 
They cease, and the accents of pilgrim 
suffering follow. 

Nothing is more remarkable in Canticles 
than the rapidity of changes in the bride's 
frames and feelings. One key-note, how- 
ever, remains unchanged ; for even in sad, Cant. ii. 
dark days it is still "My love," "My Ver. 7. 
beloved." Sometimes this intensifies so 
as almost to be too much for the earthly Ver. 5. 
vessel, as when she exclaims, " I am sick 
of love," etc. Oh ! to mark our high stand- 
ard, the heart surrender to which we are 
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Cant. i. 4. called, viz., to be emptied of self and 
earth, and so filled with Divine love, that it 
would be felt to be the Sovereign of our 
hearts. Asked if we loved Jesus, our reply 
Knowing would not be, " I trust, I hope that I love 
lorn** Him : only it is such a weak struggling 
feeling, that I can hardly venture to call it 
love." Rather it should be, " Indeed^ I 
do. Oh ! to be nearer Him whom the Spirit 
has taught me to love." 
Ver. 5. ^^ I am blacky but comely^ O ye daughters of 
yerusalem^ as the tents of Kedar^ as the cur- 
Bonai. tains of ferusalem,'^ Bonar says, '^ The 
Tents, tents of the Bedouins are of a dark brown 
colour, made of goat's hair, and rudely 
stretched on four poles. '^ How striking 
Solomon's the contrast between these and " the cur- 
tains of Solomon ;'' the splendid hangings 
of his pavilion, which were probably like 
Esther i. 6. those of Ahasuerus, " white, green, and 
blue, fastened with cords of fine linen and 
purple to silver rings and pillars of 
Gill. marble.'^ Gill says of the tents of Kedar, 
Kedar. " Kedar signifies the name of a man, whose 
posterity these were that dwelt in tents, 
even of Kedar, the second son of Ishmael, 
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and who inhabited some part of Arabia. Cant. i. 5. 
The tents they dwelt in being made of 
hair cloth, and continually exposed to the 
sun and rain, were very black." Such 
were the emblems used by the bride for 
herself. She looks downwards, and sees 
herself " black,^' though still " comely.^' Black but 
She shrinks from observation. 

" Look not upon me^ because I am blacky Ver. 6. 
We naturally delight in the look of esteem " Look not 

... , upon me." 

or respect which may greet us wherever we 
go. A bodily infirmity, or any deformity, 
brings with it a painful shrinking from 
public notice, for we are so constituted that 
much of our happiness arises from the 
response of others to our advances and 
feelings. A chilling morbidness was creep- 
ing over the bride^s mind here. " I am Cant. i. 6. 
black,^' she repeats, not adding the second 
time, " but comely,'^ and then gives two Two 
reasons for this sad change of feeling : ( i ) 
*'The sun hath looked upon me," and 
(2) " My mother's children were angry 
with me." 

Like other Scripture emblems, the sun J^f?"^' 
typifies either blessings or curses accord- Matt.xiU.o. 
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Cant. i. 5. ing as we dwell upon its beneficial or 
injurious influences. It stands for Jesus 
in His warming, vivifying effects, but also 
for the scorchings of trial and temptation . . 
It is not as if our sinful natures were placed 
in a sphere y«i/ suited for their renovation ; 
rather the contrary. Man tempts man, 
want of sympathy blights, flattery injures, 
^' or neglect stunts the growth of the better 
feelings, unsanctified trial scorches, etc. 
Each one knows — for himself or herself — 
wilderness travelling blackens. Besides 
there had been inconsistencies, and this 
was quickly observed by my '^ mother^s 
children.^' 

Ver. 6. '' They made me the keeper of the vine- 
yards : hut mine own vineyard have I not 
kepty There was a reality about all this 
that was intensely painful ; besides, the bride 
had been alone. Then follows a piteous 
cry (ver. 7). Wearied and distressed she 
asks for the place " where Thou makest 

Ver. 7. Thy flock to rest at noon." " Tell me^ O 
Thou whom my soul loveth^ where Thou 
feedest^ where Thou makest Thy fiock to rest 
at noon : for why should I be as one that 
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turneth aside by the flocks of Thy com- Cant. i. 7. 
panions?'' She sighs for rest from internal "Rest at 

/. . 1 1 I noon." 

consciousness of sin, and external reproaches 

of inconsistency, coming as the latter did 

from those who knew her intimately, shall 

we call them unconverted relatives ? Be 

that as it may, it was a truthful voice, as 

the bride admits it to be, and turns to seek 

for relief. Is there not a gentle reproof in 

the Saviour's answer, ^^ If thou know not f Answer. 

and subsequently she is told : " Go thy way Ver. 8. 

forth by the footsteps of the flock ^ and feed thy 

kids beside the Shepherd's tent.'' What 

difference shall we make between " the 

flocks of thy companions,^' and " the Shep- Flocks and 

herd's tent ?" Is there a slighting of the for- ^ ^nts. 

mer when she says, " TVhy should I be as 

one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy 

companions ?" Was the bride seeking for 

some extraordinary meeting with her Lord, 

and so the '^old paths," the narrow path 

had been undervalued, or not persevered in ? ^ 

and Jesus would have her seek Him in His 

own way, not her^s. But mark the value 

of the words used to her, just the cordial 

needed for her wounded feelings, " O thou fairest/'^ 
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Cant i. 8. fairest among women." Would she mind 
the opinions of others, if Jesus called her 
the " fairest among women ?" would her 
eyes rest so despondingly on her past history, 
when He unfolded to her His transforming 
power, which was manifested further on to 
public view, as in ch. v. 9, where we find 
the daughters of Jerusalem using exactly the 
Fairest Same expression of admiration, " O thou 

among ^ . ,, ,/- 

women, tairest among women. ... If we turn 

an • V. 9. ^^ individual experience how strikingly is 

Christian this reacted in the recorded life of many of 

those who have gone before us j thus we find 

Owen Owen Stockton mentioning that, '' being 

Stockton, /- •! 1 1 • T • 1 r 

roiled by sm, 1 was raised to my former 
Phil. i. 6. hope and affiance in God by Phil. i. 6 : 
' Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.' " 
Payson. Again, Payson's experience is thus given 
us, "As he advanced in knowledge of him- 
self, his besetting sins became prominent 
objects of his attention . . It was no small 
blessing that, though the inward conflict 
was strong, and his experience in this respect 
was often painful, yet he felt no doubt about 
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his own state, or if any such doubts entered Cant. i. 8. 
his mind, they were banished by the text, 
'I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy i8a.xliii.25. 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins.' " Such are two 
instances of individual experience similar to 
the universal type given us in this one pas- 
sage of Canticles. 

A fuller study of the memoirs of God's 
own people would in this and other cases 
prove yet more strikingly how wonderfully 
Canticles present to us just what is reached, 
only very imperfectly, by the Church mili- 
tant. Historians consider it necessary to Religious 

^1 ^1 ^ J r !• •■ f Memoirs. 

gather the tone and feelings or an age from 
individual memoirs or diaries. How equally 
important to the Christian are the records 
of the inner life of those who are gone 
before, their joys, their sorrows, their back- 
slidings, their growth in grace, their tempta- 
tions, their victories : the influence of ex- 
ternals upon them, and their influence in 
return upon all around them, etc. Grant 
that much imperfection mingles with these 
records, much exaltation of man, many 
partial views of character, etc. ; but notwith- 
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Cant. i. 8. Standing what bright glimpses of heavenly 
teaching do they exhibit to us ; what warn- 
ings to presumption 5 and shall I add, what 
an incentive to humbler intenser prayer for 
more ardent love, since few memofrs save 
Janeway, or Rutherford, have that con- 
stantly pervading love which sounds glori- 
ously throughout the whole of Canticles, and 

Psa. xc. 17. how should the cry be, " Let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us : and 
establish Thou the work of our hands upon 
us, yea ! the work of our hands establish 
Thou it/' 

Next see Jesus' further acknowledgment 
of His own work within, and without His 
Ver. 9* Church. '' / have compared thee^ O my 
Horses, love^ to a company of horses in Pharaoh's 
chariots. ^^ The ardour of fresh love had 
made her impatient of natural indolence, and 
of the sluggishness which sin has brought 
over every motion of heart and soul heaven- 
wards, so Jesus compares her to a company 
Biblical ^f horses in Pharaoh's chariots. " Egypt 

Literature, possessed a most valuable breed of horses, 
exclusively devoted to war or luxury, for 
the Egyptian horse is never pictorially re- 
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presented as engaged in agriculture. So cant. i. 9. 
much was the animal in demand that the 
king's merchants undertook to supply the 
neighbouring nations." The energy of 
quickened life urged the bride on like noble Quickened 
steeds, delighting in their own rapid motion, Mrs. Birks. 
and speeding with evident satisfaction over 
ground which to a meaner horse would be 
a toil and a task. But more than the glow 
of health and the activity of life is here 
depicted for us. Religion is also orna- Ornamental 
mental, such as " the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of j pet. ui. 4. 
God of great price," urged on us by St. 
Paul, " Whatsoever things are lovely," Phil. iv. 8. 
etc., and in ver. 10 we have a short unfold- 
ing to the bride of her beauty, differing from 
the three fuller descriptions of her, given in 
chaps, iv., vi., and viii. For here Jesus 
speaks of external gifts. " Thy cheeks are ^^''- ^o- 
comely with rows^ thy neck with chains ^^^ 
and then follow the gracious words, '' fVe 
will make thee borders of gold^ with studs of Gold and 
silver.^^ Turning to Proverbs we find 
Solomon constantly using gold and silver as Wisdom 

- r • 1 11 and under- 

imperfect types of wisdom and under- standing. 
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Cant. i. 10. Standing, as "Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing. For the merchandise of it is 
better, than the merchandise of silver, and 

Prov. iii. the gain thereof than fine gold." " My 

'^ ' fruit (wisdom and understanding declare) 

y\\\. ia-19 ; is better than gold, yea, than fine gold, and 

XVI. 16. jjjy revenue than choice silver," etc. 
Viewed in this light, we have here then 
Jesus, not only marking sinful indolence and 
apathy as gone ; but also calling the bride's 
attention to His gifts of wisdom and under- 
standing, and adding to them. How much 

Our folly, such gifts are needed, time and experience 
are requisite to teach us. Sin has made us 
fools. To fritter our lives away with trifles, 
to sport on the edge of a precipice, to rush 
madly on to certain ruin, all are well-known 

Wisdom, descriptions of our natural state. To 
think, to mark, to fling the deceitful gar- 
ment of pleasure and ambition away, to 
desire to see things as they are, to prepare 
for a quickly approaching change, etc., — 

Under- these are the lessons of wisdom. To be 

standing, gj^^y^j ^q distinguish good from evil, to 

receive all revealed truth with a child's 
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simplicity, and to apprehend it increasingly Cant. i. lo. 
from day to day. " The eyes of your un- Eph. i. i8. 
derstanding being enlightened 5 that ye may 
know what is the hope of His calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of His inherit- 
ance in the saints," etc. : such are the 
lessons of understanding. The Spirit's 
teaching, even Jesus' gifts of gold and 
silver; which is wisdom imparted, deve- 
loped into understanding. Here, then, we 
have Jesus removing and remedying two 
great defects of His redeemed Church : viz., 
natural indolence, and mis-application of our 
mental powers. St. Paul alludes to these 
two points when he tells us that God has 
not given "us the spirit of fear, but of2Tim. i. 7. 
power ^ and of love, and of a sound mind,** 
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CANTICLES I. 12— II. 7. 

Ver. 12. " If^ile the king sitteth at his tabUy my 
spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.^'* 
Feasting. A time of feasting follows the period of 
darkness- and trial. -Christian experience 
tells how needful such a refreshment is 
after wearing conflicts with saddening 
thought, or anxious seekings for a realiza- 
tion of our Lord's presence. In the New 

A great Testament "a ereat supper/' for which 

supper, ° 

Luke xiv. our heavenly Father tells us, " My oxen 
and my fatlings are killed, and all things 
are ready," is given us as a type of the 
enjoyment which is oflfered to us in the 
feasting on unseen realities ; as Jesus says, 

Bev. iii. 20. " If any man hear My voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup 

I Cor. ii. 9. with him, and he with Me," Surely "eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him.'' One of the immediate results 
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of such a heavenly feast is, that " My spike- Cant. i. 12. 

nard sendeth forth the smell thereof." 

The lowly spikenard sheds its perfume, or Spikenard. 

the humble graces become evident, virhile 

Jesus is perceived to be fragrant as myrrh 

and camphire, etc., during the time of repose 

and enjoyment granted to His Church, 

before commencing another conflict with 

the law of sin within her. 

" jf bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved Ver. 13. 
unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my 
breasts. My beloved is unto me as a cluster Ver. 14. 
of camp hire in the vineyards of Engedi,^* 
The " Land and the Book" says that Engedi " Land and 

.,j . , • , - , the Book.'* 

IS a wild ravine on the western shore of the 

Dead Sea. " Owing to copious fountains Vale of 

, . . , ... Engedi. 

m this warm ravine, there were in it in 
ancient times fragrant orchards and spicy 
gardens . . . What camphire was precisely Camphire. 
cannot now be determined. Dr. Kitto Dr. Kitto. 
argues that this kopher was the henneh ; 
and certainly the long clusters of henneh 
flowers are very fragrant. The Orientals 
also are extremely fond of their odour, and 
they have an intimate connexion with love 
and marriage.^' 
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Cant. i. 15. '' Behold^ thou art fair^ my love^^ or my 

companion. Again her Lord's voice is heard 

reassuring His bride, and He repeats twice, 

"Behold, thou art fair,*' and continues. 

Dove's " Thou hast dove's eyes.** Gentle and 

eyes. 

unassuming, not flashing with the conscious- 
ness of strength, or pride of independence ; 
but beaming with the expression of a meek 
bird looking up for a loving word, or turn- 
ing towards one stronger than itself, when 
seeking for protection or encouragement . . 
The Church's response is an echo of her 
Th^ Lord's words, " Behold, thou art fair, my 

answer^ 

Ver. 16. beloved," illustrative of that verse, " We 
2 Cor.iv.i8. all with open face, beholding as in a glass 
the glory of God, are changed into the same 
image from glory Xo glory, even as by the 
Spirit of God." . . " Behold^ thou art fair ^ 
Pleasant, my beloved^ yea^ pleasant*^ A heaven- 
taught lesson, or else earthly Beings and 
blessings are fairer, and more congenial to 
our earthly natures. Some lovely gift takes 
Jesus^ place in our hearts ; and His beauty. 
His perfect suitability to our every want, 
and full development of heart and mind, are 
forgotten. How bright now does every- 
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thing appear to the bride : " our bed is Cant. i. 16. 
green.'' The colour most universally given Green. 
us for our daily path, and which exercises a 
soothing effect on us. Upward and around 
all seems stately and enduring. " The yer. 17. 
beams of our house are cedar ^ and our rafters Cedar. 
of jir^ Royal and costly. " Cedar-wood Professor 
is of a red colour, and bitter taste, which is 
offensive to insects, and hence it is very 
durable, having been known to last (as his- 
torians assert) upwards of 2000 years. It 
was used for the most noble and costly edi- 
fices." Mark the word " our " used by the 
bride — '* Our bed, our house, our rafters," 
So intimate is the union between Christ 

and His Church 5 as St. Paul tells us, '^ All i Cor. iii. 

22 2^. 
things are yours, whether Paul, or ApoUos, 

or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 

or things present, or things to come j all 

are yours : and ye are Christ's, and Christ 

is God's/' 

And now follow those well-known similes 

of beauty, fragrance, and refreshment, 

which have been dwelt on by so many 

Christians with heaven- taught joy. " / Cant. ii. i. 

am the rose of Sharon^ and the lily of the The rose. 
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Cant-ii. i. valley*^ What flower is here meant by the 

*' rose of Sharon " remains yet a disputed 

point ; from the derivation of the word it is 

Words- probably some bulbous flower, as Words- 
worth. , • r A> • 

worth, quotmg from Cjesenius, says, it may 
be '' the autunmal crocus of white and violet 

Sharon, colour growing in Sharon, the most beau- 
tiful meadow land of Palestine.'^ And it is 
equally difficult to tell what flower is meant 

Lily of the by the " lily of the valley." Tristram says, 

Sh^sjm. ^' The Arabs have the same word ' Susan,* 
which I have found the peasantry apply to any 
brilliantly-coloured flower at all resembling 
a lily, as to the tulip, anemone, ranunculus. 
We may infer from our Lord's allusion, 
that this lily was abundant near the plain of 

Matt. vi. Gennesaret, where, the Sermon on the 
* Mount was delivered, and that it was bril- 
liantly coloured, for it surpassed the robes of 
Solomon ip glory. That it was red we 
judge from the comparison with the lips of 
the Beloved,' Cant. v. 13 ^ and it is spoken 
of as flourishing in valleys, as springing up 
among the thorny shrubs, as growing in the 
plains where the gazelles (roes) pasture, 
and as cultivated in gardens. Now, though 
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many plants of the lily tribe flourish in cant. ii. i. 

Palestine, none of them give a predominant Lily. 

character to the flora. They are generally 

few and far between. The white lily, we 

do not know as a native. The only true 

lily I have noticed is Lilium chalcedonicum^ 

the red Turk's-cap lily of our gardens, 

and it is not common." In conclusion, 

Tristram suggests that the flower intended 

may be the anemone, " which, as the most Anemone. 

gorgeously painted, the most conspicuous in 

spring, and the most universally spread of 

all the floral treasures of the Holy Land, I 

should feel inclined to fix on as the lily of 

the valley." It^^ meets every requirement 

of the allusion in Canticles, and is one of 

the flowers called ' Susan ' by the Arabs." 

Be this as it may, we have the bride here 

owning the beautiful work of grace within 

her mystic members, and adds the important 

mention that she was a lily of the valley, of the 

Her Lord does not call her now to occupy ^ ®^' 

some commanding position^ or conspicuous 

elevation. No ! it is in the valley that 

His people are to bloom like the lily. 

Hereafter they will be exalted to honour 
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Cant. ii^i. 



Ver. 2. 

Among 
thorns. 



Thorns. 



Dr. 
Hamilton. 



Thorns are 

not 
prickles. 



and glory, at present earthly prosperity 
would blight their delicate growth. 

They are also, as the next verse tells us, 
^^ jts the lily among thorns^ so is my love 
among the daughters.'^ A lily among thorns ! 
— the contrast is a striking one. Beauty, 
fragrance, and humility, surroifnded by the 
hard, injurious, high-arching thorns. How 
independent the lily of the thorns, and yet 
how needing her Lord's care lest they 
should injure the lovely plant. Our calling 
is indeed a high one ! we are to adorn and 
perfume the wide world on which God sees 
others as thorns, hard, injurious, and un- 
sightly. A few references to the nature of 
thorns may illustrate the fitness of the 
simile, and some valuable statements upon 
the subject may be found in the Family 
Treasury for October, 1868, quoted from 
the Imperial Bible Dictionary. In a note 
the editor observes, " A spine or thorn, of 
whicli we have examples in the hawthorn 
and the sloe, must be distinguished from the 
prickles, which belong to the integumen- 
tary system of the plant, and which are 
really hardened hairs. Of these last we 
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have examples in the bramble and the rose." cant. ii. 2. 
Dr. Hamilton tells us besides, that it is now pr. 
recognised that thorns are abortive or un- ^' 

developed branches; and in many cases, 
under cultivation, thorns become true 
branches. There is therefore force in the 
remark of Professor Balfour : " May we Professor 

, 1 .. r • • • 1 Balfour. 

not see m the production of mjurious thorns 
an arrestment by the fiat of the Almighty 
in the formation of branches ; and thus a 
blight passed on this part of creation, a 
standing memorial of the effects of sin 
on what was declared at first to be very 
good?'' 

As in the case of the thistle, it would Dr. 
be very difficult to decide in every instance 
what plants are intended by the " briers 
and thorns '* of sacred writers. To the 
modern traveller the Holy Land presents a 
vast variety, " some of whose thorns are a 
couple of inches long," as sharp as a pin, 
and as hard as a bone. Amid such a 
tangle do the lilies grow \ and amid 
thickets of enemies must the Church bud 
and blossom. 

The next verse carries us beyond the Ver. 3. 
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Cant. ii. 3. former class of similes for the Church, viz., 
of fragrance or beauty, such as the " bundle 
New of myrrh," camphire, rose of Sharon, lily 
of the valley, etc., on to the vital needs of 
Ver. 3. the Christian being met by Jesus. '' As 
the apple-tree among the trees of the wood^ so 
Profesflor is my Beloved among the sons.'* Professor 
Eadie in his Biblical Dictionary argues that 
Apple-tree, the tree meant could not be our apple-tree, 
as that '' is very rare in the East, and its 
fruit is destitute both of beauty and fra- 
grance; and in both these respects it ill 
Hebrew accords with the allusions to it in the sacred 
tappftach. writings/' lie then proceeds to prove 
that the citron might have been alluded to. 
Tristram. But Tristram in his useful *' Natural His- 
Not the tory of the Bible " observes that the fruit of 
qitron. ^^ citron " is not sweet or eatable, and is 
only used when prepared as a sweetmeat." 
'He then gives a completely new view. 
Apricot, which I subjoin for consideration. " There 
is one fruit which is not otherwise men- 
Abound tioned in Scripture, abundant in the Holy 
^ Lwid.^ ^ Land, which meets all the requirements of 
the context, and the only one which does 
so^ viz., the apricot. It is true that there 
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are no wild apricots in Palestine ; but Cant. ii. 3. 
neither is the apple, quince, or citron wild 
there ; — and the apricot is known to be a 
native of the neighbouring country of 
Armenia, and therefore probably introduced 
as early as the vine, which was originally 
from the same regions, and is certainly not 
a native of Palestine. But everywhere the 
apricot is common. Perhaps it is, with the Apricot, 
single exception of the fig, the most abun- 
dant fruit of the country. Many times 
have we pitched our tents in its shade^ and Tristram, 
spread our carpets secure from the rays of 
the sun : ' I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet 
to my taste.' There can scarcely be a Fragrant 
more deliciously-perfumed fruit than the beautiful, 
apricot 5 and what fruit can better fit the 
epithet of Solomon, ' apples of gold in 
pictures of silver,' than this golden fruit, as 
its branches bend under the weight in their 
setting of bright, yet pale foliage. Such 
may be the simile intended, to the refresh- 
ment which Jesus offers to the Christian 
amid the conflicts and trials of life. Yet 
is it more clearly unfolded to us in John vi., 
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y 

Cant. ii. 3. where our blessed Lord tells us, ' He that 
eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, 

John vi. 56. dwelleth in Me, and I in him.' " 

While spiritual life is sluggish, the com- 
bats with sin and the burning sands of a 
wilderness journey are not felt in the same 
way as when faith and love have been 
quickened, and the Christian has been 

Conflicts, roused to hourly conflict with hosts of 

enemies not seen or combated with before. 

Oh ! then the shade of Jesus is found, as it 

Ver. 3. is here said to be, delightful, " / sat down 

Great under His shadow with great delight^ and 

His fruit was sweet to my taste ^^ or as the 

margin renders it, '' I delighted and sat 

down." It was not a spasmodic ebullition of 

feeling, but a deep continued experience of 

spiritual joy ; and '' His fruit was sweet to 

my taste,'* ver. 4, gives again, as in chap, i. 

Ver. 4. 12, the idea of a feast, " He brought me to 

the banqueting house^ and His banner over 

me was love,^' Oh ! how one seems to 

What we enter in the Song of Solomon into high 

might be. , , . , • 

latitudes ; the air breathed is rare, the pulse 
of heavenly joy beats so healthily ! Our 
standard is indeed a glorious one. Who 
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can gaze on it and not smite on his breast, Cant. ii. 4. 
saying, '' God be merciful to me a sinner." 
We might have such giant love, and won- 
drous rejoicing, and hold such deep con- 
tinued communion and feasting with Jesus. 
Oh ! to ask, and we shall receive ; to have 
the will given us to wish and to wait for 
heavenly communion, and our answer will 
come in God's due time, and to His most 
holy glory. Here and there, however, we 
find its echo in individual experience, which 
ought to animate and encourage us in 
claiming for ourselves and all members of 
Christ's hidden Church a higher life on 
earth. Tweedie in his valuable book, Tweedie. 
" Lights and Shadows of Christian Life,'^ 
thus cites some remarkable examples of the 
heights of heavenly joy permitted to some 
who have gone before us. He says of 
Samuel Rutherford, ''He was tried and Samuel 

, --, , , Butherford. 

bufretted more than most of his contem- 
poraries. Yet hear how seraphic were his 
sentiments amid all that might have crushed 
or quelled his heavenward soul. He was 
not merely kept in peace, his God was his 
song in the house of his pilgrimage, an'd his 
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Cant. ii. 4. language frequently resembles that of one 
who had his foot upon the threshold of 
glory, rather than of one who laboured and 
was heavy laden under the cross which his 
persecutors gave him to carry. Thus he 

Extract, writes, ' Truly pain of love- sickness for 
Jesus maketh me to think it long, long, 
long to the dawning of that day. Oh ! that 
he would cut short years and months, and 
overleap time, that we might meet.^ ". . . 
" Oh ! if the world did but know the smell 
which the ointments of Christ cast, and 
how ravishing His beauty is, even the 
beauty of the fairest of the sons of men, and 
how sweet and powerful His voice is, the 

Tweedie. voice of that One well-beloved." These 
are a few of Rutherford's most common 
expressions as soon as his heart was touched 
by his darling themes, viz., the love, beauty, 
and the glory of the Redeemer. When a 
soul like his dwells on the glories and ex- 
cellencies of the Sun of Righteousness till it 
catches a portion of His fervour, it is swept 
^ong by a resistless power. But such 
rapt emotions are not confined to minds of 
the order to which Rutherford^s belonged. 
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It sometimes happens that even in the souls Cant. ii. 4. 
of ' the calm and judicious, an experience 
like his may be found. On one occasion 
Colonel Gardiner had spent a day in the Colonel 
society of a much-loved Christian friend. 
They had traversed some scenes of interest 
where the loveliness of nature combined its 
attractions with the associations of history : 
but amid all that, the '' brand plucked from 
the burning " appeared to be reserved and 
uncommunicative. His mind sought to 
dwell apart, either in taciturnity or medita- 
tion. "The pomp of groves and garniture • 
of fields " had no charms for him, and the 
reason he afterwards explained. He had Si>iritual 
felt his soul so much drawn out towards 
God, and so much engrossed by Him, that 
it was painful for him to hold intercourse 
with a fellow-creature. The things of 
God wore so much of the character of reali- 
ties, that the things of earth faded into their 
native insignificance ; they flitted, in fact, 
unobserved before the mind. But a mind 
of a higher and more intellectual order still 
— ^we refer to John Howe^ — has been visited john 
by such joys. Once and again his soul was °^®* 
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Cant. ii. 4. ravished as if by a '' wonderful and copious 
stream of celestial rays from the lofty 
Throne of the Divine Majesty/^ It was 
to him like a glimpse of the third heavens, 
and the remembrance went with him to the 
grave. The great sagacity, the calm judg- 
ment, and the majestic reason of Howe, 
put his experience beyond the reach of sus- 
picion, and show that He who divides to all 
men as He will, refreshes, gladdens, and 
elates, not according to man's laws, but 
Charles His own. And the Rev. C. Simeon was 

Simeon. ^1 r • •! • r\ 

2L partaker or a similar joy. On one occa- 
sion he was so much overpowered with 
a sense of the Divine favour to his soul, 
that he was unable to utter a word. After 
an interval of some length he could break 
silence only with the words, '' Glory, glory, 
glory."* 
Ver, 6. " Stay me with flagons^ comfort me with 
apples^ for I am sick of love,^* So intense 
Mrs. the joy, nature almost fails. Mrs. John- 
stone is one of the most remarkable instances 
on record of such an overpowering com- 
munication of heavenly glory to a spirit 
* See his Life, second edit., p. loo. 
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fettered by its earthly body. '^ Frequently, cant. ii 5. 
we are told, from five o'clock in the morn- 
ing until a late hour at night, the soul was 
so filled with believing views of the blessed 
Jesus, as a King and a Priest upon His 
Throne for ever, that scarcely a wandering 
thought would be suffered to obtrude, or 
draw away the mind, and sometimes in 
secret prayer and meditation the Divine Ecstatic 
character and perfection, in the scheme of 
apostate man's redemption by a crucified 
Redeemer, the love of Christ, the promises 
of the covenant, and the joys and glories of 
heaven were exhibited by the Spirit with 
such a vividness of spiritual perception as 
to be too bright for mortal eyes to behold ; 
and as the tide of light, life, and love con- 
tinued to flow into the soul, she was made 
to cry out like the godly John Welsh, John 
* Hold, Lord, Thy weak vessel can contain 
no more."' ''Stay me with flagons, com- 
fort me with apples." He whose love so 
overpowers His weak Church must be the 
One to strengthen and uphold her, com- 
forting her with His own '' apples," and 
staying her with " flagons.^' " Flagons do Flagons. 

D 
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Cant. ii. 5. not signify drinking vessels, but rather a 

confection which seems to have been made 

Professor of raisins or grapes pressed together into a 

cake/' The bride's ecstatic love would 

thus draw her closer to her Lord, producing 

Tweedie on in her no independence of feeling;. Twee- 
raptures. ... 

die gives this as a test of the heavenly 

origin of such raptures, differing in this 
important respect from all highly wrought 
religious sentimentalism, which exalts the 
man and flatters his pride. '' Whenever 
the heart is right with God, the fervour 
and the zeal, or the seraphic and enraptured 
flight of men like Ruth^ford, are always 
Humility, accompanied with genuine humility. What- 
ever comes from God manifests its heavenly 
origin, by laying man in the dust, prepara- 
tory to his occupying a throne in heaven.'^ 

Ver. 6 " His left hand is under my head^ 

and His right hand doth embrace me,^^ 

How wondrous is this verse ! It describes 

Deut. a repose unspeakably glorious, '' under- 

xxxiii. 27. . 

neath are the everlasting arms." '' I have 

made, and I will bear, even I will carry. 

Rev. ii, I. and I will deliver you." '' He that holdeth 

the seven stars in His right hand," etc. 
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Words fail to unfold the marvels of such cant. ii. 6. 
love, a poor, struggling, sin-battling Church 
resting on the arm of One who is essen- 
tially holy and magnificently glorious ; 
and actually loved and embraced with deep 
affection by Him, whom angels worship and 
gaze on with unspeakable adoration. Oh ! 
the honour of being a member of that pri- 
vileged body ; may we be quickened so as to 
apprehend more and more unseen realities. 

An entreaty follows, addressed to the Ver. 7. 
daughters of Jerusalem, ''/ charge you^ O Daughters 
ye daughters of yerusalem^ by the roes and Jerusalem. 
by the hinds of the field^ that ye stir not up, 
nor awake my love, till he please, ^^ Taking 
the daughters of Jerusalem to be earthly 
neighbours, we have here the effect of their 
entrance on the Churches deep and glorious 
communion with her Lord and Bridegroom. 
Worldly associations should thus be dreaded, 
save as Jesus pleases, and then it is at His 
command, not at our own pleasure, that we 
should go forth, and be as " salt *' or 
"lights'* in the world. Three times times 
we have this charge repeated to the ^^^6**7;' 
daughters of Jerusalem, ver. 7 ; ch. iii. 5 ; ^{ 5 » 
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Cant. ii. 7. viii. 4. A sudden change of scene follows 
after this the first instance. The interval 
which may have intervened, personal ex- 
Psalms, perience, or the Psalms may supply, where 
the Christian is depicted in his daily work, 
and struggles, to our view, while in Canticles 
he is described in his more solemn and con- 
secrated hours, is it not hence that we have 
so many night scenes ? 
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CANTICLES IL 8—16. 

*' The voice of my Beloved! behold^ He Cant. ii. 8. 
Cometh leaping upon the mountains^ skipping 
upon the hills. My Beloved is like a roe or a Ver. 9. 
young hart.^' Bonar says of the roes or Bonar, 
gazelles, ''We saw the gazelles bounding Sioesor 
on before us over shrubs, and rocks, and ^^^^ 
every obstacle, and felt the exquisite 
fulness of meaning in the Church's excla- 
mation, " Behold, He cometh leaping upon 
the mountains, skipping upon the hills," 
etc. It is the very nature of this lively 
animal to bound over the roughest moun- 
tains with the greatest ease, it seems even 
to delight in doing so." Thus quick, and 
ready to come to us, is Jesus depicted 
(ver. 8). Yet it is not to the close com- 
munion of the previous verses. 

" He standeth behind our wall^ He looketh ^'^^- 9- 
forth at the windows ^showing Himself through 
the lattice,^' We should enter more into 
the meaning of this verse if we turn to 
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Cant. iL 9. consider the construction of oriental houses. 

Oriental Professor Eadie says that, ''Above the 
porch leading from the street, in most of 

Eadie. the eastern houses, there is a structure at- 

Oleah. tached called an ' oleah,' consisting of one 
or two rooms * • . . used either for enter- 
taining strangers, or for a place of retire- 
ment." .... There is an entrance to it 
from the streets, without going into the 
house ; but there is also a communication 
with the gallery of the house, when it is 
needed. So in the scene before us the 
Bridegroom enters by this oleah, and passes 
on to the gallery which runs round the 
central court, which is guarded by a balus- 

Lattiee. trade or lattice-work in front, in order to 
prevent accidents. Opposite, therefore, to 
him would be the bride's apartments. 

Here, then, we have Jesus seen, as it 
were, close to the house, /. e, " behind our 
Wall, wall," then looking forth at the window of 
the oleah, next showing Himself through 
the lattice of the gallery, whence His 
voice could be heard by His bride, as 

Ver. 10. she says, " My Beloved spake ^ and said unto 
me^ Rise up^ my love^ my fair one^ and come 
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away J*' -Jesus would test His people's love, Cant. ii. 10. 
sometimes He sensibly comes near, and 
goes with them ; at another time His calls 
to arise should be enough, even though He 
Himself can be seen but indistinctly. But 
hear His touchingly tender epithets, '^ My 
love, my fair one ;" and yet these accents 
meet with no response, no bride is recorded 
as hurrying out to meet her lord, with beam- 
ing face and hearty welcome. Still Jesus 
turns not from her in displeasure ; He urges 
additional reasons for activity. " For^ lo^ 
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone J' 
" Rain falls very frequently during what 
we call the cold months, from November 
till April. But during the months of April 
and May the sky is generally serene, the 
air soft and balmy, and the aspect of nature 
in years of the customary rain, green and 
refreshing to the eye." External nature 
would thus be favourable to the growth of 
the bride^s vineyard, and Jesus proceeds to 
describe its progress. " The jiowers appear Ver. 12. 
on the earthy the time of the singing of birds 
is come^ and the voice of the turtle is heard Turtles. 
in our land J* '' The turtles are a species Gill. 



Ver. II. 

Bain. 
Eadie. 

Kitto. 
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Cant. ii. 12. of doves that lie hid in the winter time, or 

go as birds of passage, and return at spring, 

when its voice is heard again." As Jere- 

Jer. viii. 7. miah remarks, '^ The turtle, and the crane, 

and the swallow, observe the time of their 

Figs, coming." '' 7he fig-tree putteth forth her 

Eadie. green figs.*' " One of the most striking 

peculiarities of the fig-tree is, that the fruit 

shoots forth without the appearance of any 

blossom, and even before the leaves ; the 

early fig is ripe towards the end of June. 

Early figs. This early fig is the most beautiful and 

delicious." See a mention of this in Jere- 

Jer. xxiv.2. Hiiah. '' One basket had very good figs, 

like the figs that are first ripe^'* etc. The 

figs of this season easily drop off if shaken. 

Ver. 13. " -^^^ ihe vines with the tender grape 

give a good smell.'* Bonar thus describes 

Vine, the fragrance of the vine in spring time. 

Bonar. " The vines were in great luxuriance, and 

the flowers just forming into the grape, so 

that the delightful fragrance diffused itself 

far and wide." 

The whole of this passage, from verses 

Vers. 10-13. 10 to 13, opens up to us, as it were, a fresh 

volume of Christian experience. Previously 
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the Church had dwelt principally on her cant. ii. 13. 
Lord and herself. Had turned to Him 
when sad and sorrowful, had heard Him 
describe herself, had enjoyed deep and rap- 
turous communion with Him. But now Change. 
she is called to arise and appreciate Jesus' 
work in connection with herself, and to 
mark His loving dealings as needed by her 
vineyard, in its spring time. 

Self-salvation and self-enjoyment are not 
the final end of the Church's redemption ; 
the glory of God is to be the object, the ul- The glory 
timatum of her desires, her labours, and her phil. i. n ; 
hopes. But this is, as it were, a fresh field 
for conflict : sinful selfishness chains down Selfishness. 
our considerations to our own welfare and 
progress ; and whether our neighbour, like 
the fig-tree, yields early fruit which requires 
care lest some rough blast scatter it pre- 
maturely, or whether any secret foxes are 
come to destroy the sweet-smelling young 
grapes. Still we need, alas ! repeated calls Repeated 

r r ^ r • invitations. 

from Jesus, before we enter into our 
honoured co-operation with Himself. 

The second entreaty is as loving as the Second 
first— no tones of anger in it. " Jrise^ my ver. 13/ 
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Caxit.ii. i^. love^ my fair one^ and come away,^* Still 
no answer is heard, and a third time is the 

Enforced, entreaty repeated ; but oh ! in what added 
accents of tenderness, and with a reminder 

The rock, of the firm rock in whose clefts the church 

Ver. 14. pictured as a dove is sheltered. " O my 
dove^ that art in the clefts of the rock^ in the 
secret places of the stairs^ let me see thy 
countenance^ let me hear thy voice ; for sweet 
is thy voice^ and thy countenance is comely,'* 

Tristram, Tristram, Speaking of doves, says, "The 
^' habits of the wild rock pigeon (the origin of 

Doves, the domestic races), which invariably selects 
the lofty cliffs and the deep ravines for its 
nesting and roosting places, and always 
avoids trees or the neighbourhood of man, 
are referred to in the following passages : 

Jer. xlviii. ' O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities 
and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove 
that makethher nest in the sides of the holers 
mouth.' And when describing the desola- 

Ezek. vii. tion of Israel, ' They that escape of them 
shall escape, and shall be on the mountains 
like doves of the valleys (i.e. of the ravines, 
or the mountain gorges, 'wadys'), all of 
them mourning, everyone for his iniquity.' 
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" The myriads of rock doves in Palestine cant. ii. 14. 
are beyond computation, far exceeding even 
the clouds of domestic birds. Few countries 
are so admirably suited for them, abounding, Doves 

, TT 1 T 11 •I abound in 

as the Holy Land does, m deep gorges, or Palestine. 
wadys, with precipitous clifFs of soft lime- 
stone, honeycombed in all directions by 
caves and fissures. One of the most re- 
markable of these is the Wady Hamam {i,e. 
ravine of pigeons) leading from the plain of 
Gennesaret at the south west, where are the 
famed robbers^ caves, inhabited by thousands 
of rock doves, whose swift flight, and roost- 
ing places far in the fissures, render them 
secure from the attacks of the many hawks 
that share the caverns with them." No 
strong beak or sharp talon arm the dove for 
conflict. Her safety is in the clefts of the 
rock, and in the rapidity with which she 
can betake herself there in case of danger. 
Just so with the Christian, powerless to 
meet a single spiritual enemy in himself, 
yet he can realise day by day, " My grace is 2Cor.xii.q. 
sufficient for thee ; for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." 

And then follows a fresh motive for ex- Ver. 16. 
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Cant. ii. 14. ertion, expressed in the further injunction 

Foxes, of, '' Take us the foxes^ the little foxes 

that spoil the vines " The bride is not 

called to independence of action ; the words 

Us. are " Take us," It is Jesus working with 

us, and in us, and stirring us up to conflict ; 

Psa. cxUt. well might the Psalmist exclaim, '' Blessed 

be the Lord my strength, which teacheth 

my hands to war, and my fingers to fight." 

How different is the help needed for 

close communion, and that required for 

active service. Either if rested in, unfits 

Self for the other. I mean, if a time of joyous 

(marg.) 

communion close communion stirs up spiritual pride, 

or action. . ^ , . . . 

and 1, my pleasure, etc., is predominant even 
in spiritual things, an unwillingness to be 
up and doing follows. So, also, if self is 
predominant in labouring externally, close 
communion is neglected and unappreciated. 

Foxes. " The little foxes,*' " Foxes are crafty 
Gill. , -^ . , . 

subtle creatures, malignant and mischiev- 
ous, hungry and voracious, full of deceit 
and dissimulation. Foxes spoil the vines 
by gnawing the branches, biting the bark, 
making bare the roots, devouring the ripe 
grapes, and infecting all with their noxious 
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teeth ;^^ and Bonar says, '' As we crossed cant. ii. 15. 

through rich vineyards, two foxes sprang Foxes. 

out, and crossing our path ran into the °^*^' 

corn fields. The thick leafy shade of the 

vine conceals them from view, while the 

fruit allures them." If we mark the use of 

this emblem, viz., a fox, in Scripture we find 

it applied to deceitful enemies of different 

kinds. Ezekiel uses it for prophets, as, 

" O Israel, thy prophets are like foxes in Prophets, 

the deserts," who (ver. 2) '' prophesy out ^Ver^. "^ 

of their own hearts," etc.; whilst our Lord 

applies the same epithet to Herod : '' Go Luke xiii. 

ye, and tell that /ox.** So the deceitful 

friend and open enemy are equally foxes, 

but their deceit renders detection difficult ; 

" little foxes *' coming, too, when the bride 

needed such repeated entreaties to arise to 

her duties and privileges. 

It is well to take a stern view (shall I 
call it?) of our position here. DeceitfCd- Deceitful- 

Hess 

ness is a striking characteristic of our fallen 
world. Our heart is dcceitfid. Satan is a Jer. xvii.9; 
liar. What, then, must be the result of the ° /yj^^' 
two working together ? The world's his- 
tory, even in the selection of it given in 
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Cant. ii. 15. the Old Testament (yes, and startlingly so 
too, in the records of God's own children) 
show the prevalence of this malady. 

What, then, is truth ? How can it be 
attained ? Answer : Only from Him who 
Truth, is the Truths and we must sit at His feet 
humbly and prayerfully, and He will come 
Ver. 17. by His Holy Spirit, quick as ^^ a roe^ or a 
young hart^^ and awaken us to mark the 
" little foxes^^ the dangerous error, the 
unfounded doctrine, or the secret sin, etc., 
and our cry will be, '' Take u$ the foxes, 
the little foxes." 

Little sins. Speaking of little sins, Hewitson remarks, 
" How often have I fallen by little, appar- 
ently very little sins ! These very little 
sins have often bound my soul in affliction 
and iron." 
Ver. 16. '' My Beloved is mine^ and I am His^ 
He feedeth among the lilies J' A restored 
heart beats with added love — the debt of 
gratitude having been increased — and sings 
as it were a new song. The Church 

Cant. vi. 3. repeats it later in Canticles, when standing 
as here to mark Jesus' appreciation of her 
lilies. 
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^^ I am His.*' Our Lord is making us cant. ii. 16. 
such by sanctification as well as by adop- 
tion. He is training our wills, with won- 
drous patience, to be one with His. No 
wonder that in adoring gratitude the Church 
begs her Lord, '' Until the day break, and 
the shadows flee away, turn, my Beloved, 
and be thou like a roe or a young hart 
upon the mountains of Bether,^' or '' divi- 
5ion/ 
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CANTICLES III. 

Cant. iii. I. A NIGHT scene follows : '' By night on my 
bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth,^* 
A night Why ? Answer, Christian, as your needs 
may have been. Through the day my 
heart had been cold and selfish, my thoughts 
indulging in earthly vanities, my commu- 
nion with God formal, my labour for Him 
indolent and self-exalting. At night my 
conscience was burdened, I felt unhappy. 
" I sought Him whom my soul loveth," in 

lieb. X. 22. order to have my heart '' sprinkled from an 
evil conscience \* to have it restored to 
health, and joy, and peace, and the bad 
effects of my selfish working counteracted, 
and still blessed for Jesus' sake. Or again, 
I had had much to bear and do during the 
day. I attempted all in my own strength. 
I was overwhelmed, my burden crushed me ; 
at night ''I sought Him whom my soul 

P8a.xxxvii. loveth," in order to '' roll " my " way 

(see marg.) upon the Lord.'^ Or if we consider the 
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night as many do^ as referring to the cloud- Cant. iii. i. 
ing over of the Christian's temporal pros^- 
perity, or still more of his enjoyment of 
the vivifying rays of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. In either case it is a fresh lesson as 
to Jesus' dealings with His loved Church : 
'' I sought Him, but I found Him not ;'' 
and yet in a former scene He came quickly, 
urged admission, etc., now He cannot be Jesus can - 

not be 
found. found. 

What next ? The bride must arise, 
must exercise the Spirit's graces, which else 
would be undeveloped, viz., active love 
and practical energy. No obstacle is ad- 
mitted, the night, need of rest, etc. Jesus 
must be found, for the bride knows Him to The search 

for Him. 

be near, though for her own good she 
cannot find Him. But mark that, even 
when her Lord seemed hard to find, the 
bride never once wavers in her love. Four 
times she says, '' Him whom my soulloveth^'* 
and gives no other title for Him to the 
watchman than " Him whom my soul 
loveth." 

'' / will rise now^ and go about the city Ver. 2. 
in the streets^ and in the broad ways I will 

E 
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Cant. iii. 2. ^^^^ Him whom my soul loveth : I sought 
Ver. 3. Him^ but I found Him not. The watch- 

"Watchmen, men that go about the city found me: to whom 
I said^ Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth .^" 
It is difficult to understand who are meant 
by the watchmen ; the second mention of 
them, in Cant. v. 7, presents them in a 
yet more unfavourable point of view. Not 
only are they there silent to the bride's 
anxious inquiry, which bespeaks either 
powerlessness to answer, or else an apathetic 
want of interest in both her and her Lord ; 
but they are also decidedly hostile. May 
we not, therefore, consider them to be men 
to whose care Jerusalem at night was con- 
fided, fellow-men relying on their earthly 
vigilance and wakefulness ; but from whom 
the Church could learn no tidings of the 
way to her Beloved, nor meet with any 
sympathy in her anxious search for Him ? 
Not much longer did Jesus leave her 

Ten 4. without His felt presence, " It was but a 
little that I passed from them^ but I found 
Him whom my soul loveth: I held Him^ 
and would not let Him go, until I had 
brought Him into my mother's house^ and 
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into the chamber of her that conceived me J* Cant. iii. 4. 

It must be a private communion in her Mother's 

'' mother's house/^ One passage in Gal. 

iv. 26 seems to be the principal reference Gal. It. 2O. 

to which we can turn in order to unfold 

the meaning of this expression, '' Jerusalem Jerusalem. 

which is above is free, which is the mother 

of us all ;'* or as we are told in Hebrews^ 

'' Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto Heb.xii.22. 

the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem," etc. 

Sense separates the bride on earth from 
the '' Jerusalem which is above," but faith 
enters into communion with the glorified 
above. '' Now, therefore, ye are no more Eph. ii. 19. 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God." The realization of belonging to 
such a home is ennobling and refreshing ; 
no wonder that the bride presses her Lord 
to go with her in spirit up to her heavenly 
home. And observe that the bride dreads 
being intruded on, as in the preceding 
chapter, for she says, " / charge you^ O ye Ver. 5. 
daughters of yerusalem^ by the roes^ and by 
the hinds of the field^ that ye stir not up^ nor 
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Cant, iil 5. owake my lave till He please.** His will, 
her will : His time, her time. 

The next scene opens with the descrip- 
tion of the bride as coming " out of the 
Ver. 6. wilderness,'* " WT)o is this that cometh out 

Wildemeas of the wilderness like pillars of smoke^ per- 
travelling. "^ t J ^ r 

^ fumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all 
powders of the merchant?** A figure which 

CantTiii.5. is repeated in chap. viii. 5, when nearer his 
journey's end. 

McCheyne. Speaking of wilderness travelling Mc 
Cheyne remarks, " Our journey through 
the desert was a very trying one in many 
ways : I now understand the meaning of 

Dcut.viii.2. the text which says, ' God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was 
in thine heart,' etc. The loneliness is very 
great. The utter silence of all the world 
to you, all these try the soul in a way you 
can hardly imagine, whether we will cast all 
our care upon God, or no." 
Ver. 6. '' Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 
with all the powders of the merchant.** A 
wilderness could not furnish these costly 

Perfumes, perfumes. Gifts they were of Him who 
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loves His Church. A hot trying journey cant. iii. 6. 
is not the time for fragrant adorning, or the 
freshness pictured by the constant issuing of 
smoke, spoken of as ^^ pillars of smoke " smoke, 
ascending upwards, as when we mark at 
early morn the wreath after wreath of curl- 
ing smoke, moving upward and vanishing 
in the azure sky. 

It was not any special fragrance that 
could be observed, but the bride was per- 

All 

fumed '' with all powders of the merchant J^ powders. 

We often pride ourselves on loveliness in 

one or two respects : whereas our calling 

is to '' adorn the doctrine of God our Titus ii. lo. 

Saviour in all things, ^^ Or, aim at a little 

floating upwards of love, and thought, and 

words ; whilst it ought to be true, " Where Matt.vi. 21. 

your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also/^ " Our conversation is in heaven.'^ Phil, iii.20. 

" Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Col. iii. 3. 

Christ in God.^' 

A traveller moving onward, fresh and 
fragrant, would need frequent repose, or 
else how great would be the change in a 
very short time. Ver. 7 gives us this. Ver. 7. 
But the glorious joy and privileges of God's 
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own people, unfolded to us in Canticles, are 
truthfully chequered by passing allusions to 

Cant. iii. 7. external circumstances ; so here, in vers. 6 

Vers. 6-8. and 8, we have two mentions of this : 
I St, of a wilderness journey (which ends 
only with time, as chap. viii. 5 shows 
us), and 2ndly, an assertion of enemies 
War. lurking around, for war is spoken of, and 
'' fear in the night," and guardians, we are 
told, protect the repose of the Church and 

Heb. iv, 3. her Lord. " We which have believed do 
enter into rest." But it is rest in the 
midst of enemies. 

Guardians. Who, then, may we consider these won- 
Ver. 8. derful guardians to be ? " They all hold 
swords^ being expert in war: every man hath 
his sword upon his thigh because of fear in 
the night. ^* Would not Psalm xxxiv. 7 
Angels, explain their nature and mission. '' The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear Him, and delivereth them ;^' 

Heb. i. 14, as also Hebrews i. 14 : " Are they not all 

ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 

for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?" 

Another subject completes this scene, 

with its mentions of wilderness travelling 
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and wilderness repose, and that is, a descrip- Cant. iii. ?. 
tion of the structure of the Bridegroom's 
chariot, or as the margin renders it bed. 
'' King Solomon made himself a chariot of the Ver. 9. 
wood of Lebanon. He made the pilars there- Chariot. 
of of gold^ the covering of it of purple^ the 
midst thereof being paved with love^ for the 
daughters of Jerusalem^' Whether motion 
or repose is here alluded to, it is as affecting 
'^the daughters of Jerusalem." The chariot 
or bed "was constructed of costly and 
princely materials,^^ and " paved with love Ver. 10. 
for the daughters of Jerusalem.*^ 

May we not here recognise the bride as a 
constantly increasing body, numbers joining 
her, from time to time, from the daughters Daughters 
of Jerusalem ? to whom Jesus speaks of Jerusalem, 
having paved His chariot " with love for Ver. 10. 
the daughters ofyerusalem,^^ Ignorant and 
unsympathising as they were in the appre- 
ciation of the bride's joys and sorrows, 
Jesus loves them, and they are invited to jesus loves 
come and behold Him. " Go forth, O ye 
daughters of Zion^ and behold King Solomon Yer. 11. 
with the crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him in the day of his espousal^ and 
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Cant.iii.ii. /» the day of the gladness of his heart,'*' 
Crown of The crown of redemption, not of creation. 

redemp- ^ *^ ^ 

tion. It is not, therefore, that Jesus' love is con- 
fined to His own Church, He loves the 
careless ones around her. He displays it 
unmistakeably. 

Oh ! thou unloving one, ask for the 
Holy Spirit^s influence, that thou mayest 
care to realise it too, and pass from the cold 
atmosphere of indifference and neglect, into 
the select and happy number, who love 
with an ardent practical rejoicing love. Him 
Caiit.viiL6. whose '' love is strong as death." '' Here- 
I John iii. by perceive we the love of God, because 
He laid down His life for us." 
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CANTICLES IV. 

We come now to the first of the three Portraits, 
lengthened descriptions of the Bride. This length 

, , - - , . - (Cant. vi. 

IS, as It were, a half-length portrait, or 5-7) 

1 . , ^^ . . I ^ and lull- 

which Cant. vi. 5 — 7 gives us a shorter length 
duplicate, whereas Cant. vii. i — 9, de- ^ ^)^"' 
scribes the bride completely, and furnishes |^-*^® 
us with a full-length portrait, of which St. 
Paul speaks when he says, " Till we all Eph. iy. 13. 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man (or full grown), unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.'^ 

May God's Holy Spirit unfold to us 
from the figures given us a clear view of 
His transforming work within us, and may 
we mark what is meant by various parts of 
our mystical body being mentioned, so as 
to present ourselves as " a living sacrifice, Eom. xii. i. 
holy, acceptable to God, which is our 
reasonable service.*' 

'' Behold^ thou art fair^ my love; behold.^ Ver. i. 
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Cant. iv. i. thou art fair,^^ We need this assurance 
often, for deep views of innate sin, per- 
mitted backslidings, or the scorchings of 
trial and hardship, would be overwhelming, 
did not faith whisper, " Black in yourself, 
child of God, in Jesus, God sees you fair. 
Gaze on Him, and you will become like 
Him :" 2 Cor. iii. i8. 

Fair, three The words " Thou art fair^^ are here 

repeated, three times repeated, see verses i to 7, 

with a wonderful addition in the latter case. 

Ver. 7. " Thou art all fair ^ my love^ there is no spot 

Col. i. 21. in thee;*' as St. Paul says, " And you that 
were some time alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 
He reconciled in the bodyof His flesh through 
death, to present you holy and unblame- 
able, and unreproachable in His sight." 
Ver. I. The next clause of ver. i is a similar 
observation to Cant. i. 15: '^ Thou hast 
Dove's dove's eyes'^ The fairness not being natu- 
ral but imparted. The eyes are not expres- 
sive of self-conceit or assurance, but of 

Gentle and gentle dependence and simplicity ; not 

humble, n ■%' * \ •! 1 « • •! 

flasmng with pride, but beaming with 
humble grateful love. 
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" Thou hast doves* eyes within thy locks : Cant. iy. i. 
thy hair is as a flock of goats^ that appear Hair. 
from Mount Gilead" Tresses are flowing 
around the bride's face, simple and glossy. 
Hair is a woman^s glory, i Cor. xi. 15, 1C0r.xi.15. 
given her as a covering in token of her 
submissive position, '' The head of the i Cor. xi. 3. 
woman is the man." "The woman isiCor. xi. 7. 
the glory of the man." If naturally so, 
how much more so spiritually. The bride's 
head is Jesus, she is and will be His glory, 
'* when He shall come to be glorified in His 2 Thess. i. 
saints.^' '' On your part He is glorified," 1Pet.iv.14. 
but only in Jesus j out of Him she is nothing. 
The independence of sin and the pride of 
a rebellious nature must be eradicated, and 
the bride must manifest submission, and 
her sense of her own inferiority. Her locks Humility, 
are not short, but flowing and glossy. 
Bonar mentions when travelling in the east, Bonar. 
" The long curling hair of these goats was Goat's hair 
of a beautiful glossy black, showing us at g^os^. 
once the beauty and propriety of the ex- 
pression, ' Thy hair is as a flock of goats 
that appear (or that eat) from Mount 
Gilead.' " 
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Cant. iv. 2. " ^y teeth are like a flock of sheep that 

are even shorn^ which came up from the 

washing : whereof every one bear twins ^ and 

Ver. 3. none is barren. Thy lips are like a thread 

Lips. 7 I . 

of scarlet^ and thy speech is comely,*' A 
great stress is laid here on the bride's mouth, 
her teeth, and b'ps. The opening of her 
mouth displays nothing unsightly, perfect 
order and beauty are within. The lips 
bespeak health — they are not parched with 
fever, nor swollen with self-indulgence, nor 
distorted by passion — and " thy speech is 
comely/' 

A wonderful transformation ! for St. 

Jamesiii.S. James says, "The tongue can no man 
tame, it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 

Jame8iii.2. poison." " In many things we offend all. 
If any man offend not in word, the same is 
a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 

Jamesiii. 6. whole body," "The tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity.'^ 

Contrast this picture of the natural use 

of our tongue with the little clause, " Thy 

Comely. Speech is comely.*' Wondrous must be the 

change, beyond man's power, depending 

Matt. xu. entirely on the fountain within. " Out of 
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the abundance of the heart the mouth cant. iv. 3. 
speaketh." 

Silence removed towards God, the dead- 
ness succeeded by life, the language of the 
renewed heart to God is described in Scrip- 
ture by various words : sometimes it is, 
"My voice, my breathing, my cry." Lam.m.56. 
" Pour out thine heart like water before Lam. ii. 19. 
the face of the Lord ;'^ and again, '' The 
voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the 
tabernacles of the righteous :" Psa. cxviii. 
15, etc. The silence heavenward of the Words 
unconverted heart changes into constant ward^ 
messages upward, varying according to the 
spiritual health of the soul. 

Equally wonderful is the power of the 
Holy Spirit in enabling us to control our 
words to our fellow-men. Many and fierce Words to 
are the battles fought in that wide field for ^^' 
combat little known by others, but blessed 
and rewarded by God. 

Our directions are minute ; to attempt sins of the 
to be guided by them as hourly rules for ^^^^^* 
our conversation seems overwhelming, if 
attempted in our own strength. 

Omitting the consideration of open sins, 
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Cant. iv. 3. such as lying, swearing, backbiting, etc., 

tongues, we come to the more secret, but equally 

ist. Selfish sinful uses of our tongues, ist. When we 

speak for our selfish pleasure, either for 

display, or from indolence ; as a pastime, 

in order to kill some tedious hours ; but 

Col. ill. 17. what does Scripture say, '' Whatsoever ye 

do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

2nd. Our the Lord Jesus." 2ndly. When man's 

neighbour's , ^ • r r 1 

good benefit is forgotten : for not only are we to 

^^^^ ^' speak for the glory of God (i Cor. x. 31), 
but also to benefit others : " Let your 
speech be always with grace, seasoned with 

Col. iv. 6. salt." " Neither filthiness, nor foolish 
talking, nor jesting, which are not con- 

Ej)h. V. 4; venient." "Let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearer." 

Matt. xii. " Every idle word that men speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judg- 



IV. 29. 



36. 



ment." 



Truly a narrow path remains to be 
prayerfully sought for. Proverbs dwells 
much on this point, one specially needed by 
Christians, as speech which is careless, and 
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unimproving, and unloving, continues a Cant. iv. 3. 
besetting sin to us all to the very last. 
*' The answer of the tongue is of the Lord." Pror.xvi.i. 
" The heart of the righteous studieth to Prov.xv.28. 
answer." "A soft answer turneth away Prov.xv. i. 
wrath." " The heart of the wise teacheth Prov. xvi. 
his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips," 
and so on. The regulation of all within 
manifests itself by speaking at the right 
time, in the right manner, with the right 
spirit ; and Jesus owns His Spirit's work, 
and commends it. 

" 7hy temples are like a piece of pomegra- ver. 3. 



note within thy locks, ^* Is the idea intended graaate. 
to be taken from the external or the inter- 
nal view of the pomegranate ? Taking it 
as internal it would be as affording refresh- 
ing and luscious juice, beautiful in colour, 
and agreeable in taste. 

May not the mind within "the temples" 
be thus prized by Jesus ? The mental 
workings of His bride being as precious and 
refreshing fruit. " Wise men lay up prov. x. 14. 
knowledge." " Every scribe which is in- Matt. xiii. 
structed unto the kingdom of heaven is like ^^* 
unto a man that is an householder, which 
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Cant. iv. 3. bringeth forth out of his treasure things new 
and old.'^ 
Tweedie Tweedie remarks upon the use by Chris- 
ilielx^i. ^^^^^ of ^heir intellect. " That the intel- 
lect should hold a prominent place in our 
religion, as in all that man finds to do, 
only fanaticism will question. Every gift 
of God is good ; and while consecrated to 
His service a powerful intellect, far from 
conflicting with spirituality of mind, may 
supply grand materials, on which the soul 
may ruminate and grow strong, or ascend 
to those lofty regions to which only the 
few can soar. . . . To pronounce a divorce, 
as some have done, between intellect and 
goodness, and assume a necessary union 
between feeble mental faculties and the 
faith of God's people, is to injure religion 
and outrage the order of things." 
Yer. 4. '' Thf neck is like the tower of David^ 
David, builded for an armoury^ whereon there hang 
a thousand bucklers^ all shields of mighty men, '^ 
The comparison here is to a stately build- 
ing, built it is supposed on a projecting 
rock, and containing within it the trophies 

and^stfong. ^^ ^ar. Uprightness and strength would 
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then be the ideas intended to be dwelt Cant, iv 4 
on. 

The earthly bending of fallen man, who 
is busy, as in Bunyan's picture, with gather- 
ing straws, is changed to an upright mien : 
the eyes look upwards, the bent of thoughts 
and words are all upwards ; and the church 
stands like a tower pointing upwards, amidst 
a world of men looking downwards. Thus 
David speaks of himself, " I was as a pg^. ixxiii. 
beast before thee." But when quickened 
and renewed he exclaims, " Unto Thee Psa. cxxui. 
lift I up mine eyes." " I lift up my soul pga. cxlUi. 
unto Thee." " Lead me into the land of 
uprightness,'^ etc. 

'' Thy two breasts are like two young roes^ Ver. 5. 
that are twins ^ which feed among the lilies y 
The Church is here represented as tender 
and loving towards those committed to her 
charge. The torpor of sin as to the welfare 
of others has been removed, and the energy 
of her love is typified by the quickness of 
perception, and rapidity of motion, of the 
swift and sure-footed roe ; and this love is Roes, 
indeed a heavenly gift, for St. Paul tells us, 
" I have no man likeminded, who will Phil. ii. 20. 

F 
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Cant. iv. 5. naturally care for your state. For all seek 
their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ^s." 

While by the Holy Spirit's work in the 
members of the Church's mystical body, 

Phil. iv. I. the language is, " My brethren, dearly be- 
loved and longed for, my joy and crown, 
so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly be- 
loved." And the cause of this wondrous 
2 Cor. V. change in tone and feeling is, that " the 
^^ '^* love of Christ constraineth us ; because we 
thus judge that, if one died for all, then 
were all dead. And that He died for all, 
that 'they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto Him which 
died for them, and rose again." 
Bonar. '^ Which feed among the lilies J* Bonar 

thus speaks of such a pasture : " While the 
Lily, lily furnishes no acceptable food for flocks 
and herds, it seems by the shade of its high 
broad leaves to retain the moisture, and so 
to nourish herbage wherever it grows. The 
place of lilies would thus be the place of 
richest pasture, as Solomon evidently in- 
dicates when, using the figure, he speaks of 
the 'young roes which feed among the 
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lilies.* " The bride twice says the same of Cant. It. 5. 
Jesus, " He feedeth among the lilies/' and Cant. ii. 16 
also speaks of Him as gathering lilies, vi. 2. 
And in connection with this verse we 
may ask, if the bride and her garden can be Garden, 
taken as unitedly representing the Church ; 
might not the garden, when spoken of as 
separate from her in this chapter, stand for 
those whose assurance is not as unclouded 
as the bride's, i,e, the younger Christians, in Younger 
whom Jesus and His Church are equally 
interested, and unitedly delight in their 
fragrance and development. As St. Paul 
writes, *' What thanks can we render to i Theas. iii. 
God again for you, for all the joy where- ^ 
with we joy for your sakes before God ?" 
" To the weak became I as weak, that I i Cor.ix.22. 
might gain the weak." And speaking of 
his labours, he says, '' We were gentle , xhesp. ii. 
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her ^' "* 
children.'^ And again, "Ye know how 
we exhorted, and comforted, and charged 
every one of you, as a father doth his chil- 
dren." It is brotherly love in the renewed 
heart that thus joins with Jesus in the 
culture and enjoyment of His garden. Not 
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Cant. iv. 5. the impulses of selfish love, because of in- 
Unselfish terest or natural ties, but a far nobler and 
more extended motive, viz. because we are 
Rom. XV. 5. one in Jesus. '^ Now the God of patience 
and consolation grant you to be likeminded 
one toward another, according to Christ 
Jesus" (or " after the example of Christ," 
marg.)' 
Ver. 6. '' Until the day break, and the shadows 
Jlee away, I will get me to the mountain of 
Mountains: myrrh^ and to the hill of frankincense,^^ 
identic^^ The bride had prayed her Lord in chap. 
^^SSl ii. 17, "Until the day break, and the 
&cT^ shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and 
be thou like a roe or a young hart- upon 
the mountains of division." Is this Jesus' 
answer ? and are " the mountains of myrrh 
and the hill of frankincense" the same as 
the " mountains of division ?" as we find 
the bride at the end of the Canticles chang- 
ing from speaking of the mountains of divi- 
Cant. viii sion to say, " Make haste, my beloved, 
and be thou like to a roe or to a young 
hart upon the mountains of spices." If so, 
then there will be remarkable points for 
consideration presented to our view, for see 
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chap. ii. 8, where mountains are first men- Cant. iv. 6. 

tioned, Jesus is seen " leaping upon the Cant. ii. 8. 

mountains, skipping upon the hills," quickly 

descending to His bride. Thankful for 

His visit, we soon after find her entreating 

her Lord often to come to what she calls 

*'the mountains of division." Ver. 17. 

Jesus promises to do so, but takes a 
higher view of them, and speaks of the 
*' mountain of myrrh and hill of frankin- Cant iy. 6. 
cense :" and entreiats His bride to accom- 
pany Him to various commanding eleva- 
tions of what was to a Jewish mind the 
great type of all mountains, viz. Lebanon. 

" Come with me from Lebanon^ my spouse^ Ver. 8. 
with me from Lebanon : look from the top of 
Jmana^from the top of Shenir and Hermon^ 
from the lions' densy from the mountains of 
the leopards,** 

Mount Hermon rises 10,000 feet above "Christian 

Treasurv/' 

the sea level ; it is visible from far distances, Feb., 1859. 
and would be easily visible to Moses from 
the top of Pisgah. This was the goodly Hermon. 
mountain which he desired to see, for the 
passage seems to imply that Moses was Deut.iii.25. 
pointing to the mountain when he was 
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Cant. It. 8. pleading, " that goodly mountain and Le- 
banon," for Hermon is the southern termi- 
nation of the great range of "the Lebanon." 
Its name at the present day is Jebel-esh- 
sheikh, that is, " the royal mountain," 
corresponding to the name which Moses 
gives it, " that goodly mountain." Well 
does it deserve the name. The Mount 
Blanc of Syria, it seems to sit upon a throne 
which there is no rival to dispute. 

E. " The Phoenicians called it the ' Breast- 

Beaufort. 1 , . , 1 111 

plate, m the language used by them at 

Sidon, Sirion, and in that used by the 

Shenir. Amorites, ' Shenir/ both words having the 

j^^ same meaning." What would the view be 

Stanley, fj-om thence ? Dr. Stanley thus describes it : 

View from " A magnificent view. . . . Immediately 

Lebanon. , r i i i r 

berore us lay the south-western range or 
Lebanon, its hills like ant-heaps, with one 
here and there taller than the rest, and a 
glen or winding valley deeper than its 
fellows breaking the uniformity and fall of 
the surface. All near us was green with 
growing grain, and the more remote surface 
yellow with ripening crops. I have travelled 
in no part of the world where I have seen 
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such a variety of glorious mountain scenes, Cant. iv. 8. 
within so narrow a compass. Here there 
are woods and mountains, streams and 
villages, bold rocks and green cultivated 
fields, land and sea views. There, in one 
word, you find all that the eye can desire to 
behold on this earth. The whole northern 
Canaan lies at our feet. . . . Half a day 
would not suffice for taking the angles of 
such an ocean of villages, towns, castles, 
rivers, hills, and capes." 

Would not such a view typify views of 
heaven granted to Christians while on earth, 
when ascending with Jesus in prayer above 
the shadows of time and the mists of earth, . 
up to a higher atmosphere where they may 
see the " land that is very far off." " Here Isa. xxxiii. 
have we no continuing city, but we seek Heb. xiii. 
one to come. 

But what, then, must we understand of 
" the lions' dens,^' and " the mountains of Lions and 
the leopards ? " Is it not a reminder of enemies' 
spiritual dangers on every spot of earth ? ^^^'^^^ ^^^ 
Foxes in the garden, and lions and leopards 
on the heights, needing everywhere a warn- 
ing voice and a Divine leader. Think with 
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what cautious steps, with what trusting 
eyes, would a weak female walk beside a 
strong guide, when conscious of the presence 
of fierce enemies around her ; and would 
not the peaceful view before her be all the 
more welcome when she marked the fierce- 
ness of the lions' mien, or shrank closer to 
her protector at the roar which makes the 
forest resound, and spreads fear and alarm 
around ? 

Nowhere when alone are we safe on earth 
I Pet. V. 8. from the roaring lion " who walketh about 
seeking whom he may devour." The 
general experience of the members of the 
bride unite to confirm this truth, viz. that 
foes intrude even on spiritual heights, or in 
the most favoured moments of commu- 
J. H. nion. Thus Harington Evans remarks, 

p. 315! " Sin usually shows itself most in things the 
most spiritual, and in nothing perhaps are 
we so much tempted as in our private in- 

p. 292. tercourse with God -y' and again, '' The 
Lord meets us where Satan also meets us, 
and in that spot, if self is ever brought low, 
it is there. ^' 

Ver. 9. The next verse is an astounding one, we 
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gaze amazed at it. " Thou hast ravished Cant. iv. 9. 
my hearty my sister^ my spouse ; thou hast 
ravished my heart with one of thine eyes^ 
with one chain of thy neck,'' Who says Who says 
this ? The King of kings, with holy 
myriads around Him, pure love animating 
them, perfect glances resting on Him, and 
holy glory adorning them. 

To whom is it said ? To a struffglino: To whom is 

DO O . . • ■• N 

. 111 . , . , it said ? 

sm- burdened community, whose sins and 
omissions grieve Him, and bring discredit 
on His holy name, and all of whose thoughts 
and acts are polluted. Ah ! but it is the 
work within that chosen body which here 
delights her Lord. Let us learn to know 
and abase ourselves, but let us own and 
rejoice in " Christ in us." Even " one of One of 
thine eyes^^ " one chain of thy neck^' delights one chain, 
the heavenly Bridegroom. There is a 
glorious beauty in each particular of the 
work which is being carried on within us. 
Each grace, each gift is like its Giver. 

Our minds have a tendency either indo- 
lently to view things around us collectively, 
dealing in generalities, and not entering into 
any minuteness of detail ; or else we take a 
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Cant. It. 9. few particulars, and mark events and facts 
unconnectedly. Not so in Canticles, for 
there our heavenly Lord first gives a col- 
lective view of His bride's graces, and then 
He reminds us of His minute appreciation 
of them, by speaking of " om of thine eyes, 
one chain of thy neck." 
Eye of Scripture alludes to the sight of faith 
Heb. xi.27 ; when speaking of Moses, of whom it is 
said, " He endured, as seeing Him who is 
invisible ;" and again where we are ordered 
to look " unto Jesus, the beginner and 
finisher of our faith/' Also we read of 
Eyes of the " the eyes of your understanding being en- 
standing lightened." We will consider the former, 
^ * ^* ^ * the eye of faith ; and mark its use. 

Even now while writing, the Church's 
The eye of eye of faith is turned upwards. A day of 

faith when 1.1/- r • • 1 1 1 

weary, work IS before some or its mystical body, 
they are weary ; it seems a round of un- 
ceasing labour, and little apparent fruit re- 
wards them : now they are looking upwards 
for help and patience, and simpler motives, 
and more earnest devotion. Some have 
been encouraged, and mark fruit where 

Joyful, least expected, and are going out to water 
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the bursting seed, a joyful gleam is in the cant. iv. 9. 
glance upward. But others have back- 
slided, some sin is burdening them, a heavy Bactoding 
load oppresses them, but still the look is sorrowful, 
upwards, and Jesus blesses and rewards it. 
Again, some of the Church militant are 
on the sea of trouble, the eye rests upwards, 
foes are seen approaching, and they exclaim 
as Jehoshaphat did when a great multitude 
was coming up against him, " Our eyes 2 Chron. 
are upon Thee.^' There is the sorrowful ^^* ^^' 
eye, the heavy eye from indulged sin, the 
joyful eye, the eye dimming to earth, etc., 
all making up the Churches eye of faith, 
which meets her Bridegroom's view, and, 
as He says, " takes away His heart." Words- 

. . ^ . worth. 

Again, there is the ^^one chain of thy One chain 
mcJtj' one ornament of religion, let it be neck: say 
that gift of patience which can be but little ^* 
known in its exercise by any but Jesus. 
Now, what if the Churches patience is like 
a hidden jewel, despised and unseen by 
many, Jesus owns and appreciates it; and The Bride's 
then follows a declaration that shows how by Jesus. 
He estimates the Church's love, and her 
declaration of it, beyond anything earthly. 
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Cant. iv. 10. '' How fair is thy love^ my sister^ my spouse! 
how much better is thy love than wine^ 
and the smell of thine ointments than all 
spices.'^ 

The love implanted by the Holy Spirit is 

sweeter than earth^s best cordials, and the 

fruits of it, *' the smell of thine ointments," 

than earth's sweetest spices j nothing around 

can be compared to it. 

Ver. II. '' Thy lipSy O my spouse^ drop as the honey- 

tongue, comb^ honey and milk are under thy tongue J* ^ 

What if one man's closet language could be 

known ! How the cheeks would blush and 

the heart palpitate with shame ; what, then. 

Sin in our can imagination dimly picture of the 

words to 

God. Church's words upon words, — the fretful 
Ex. iv. 13. exclamation of "a Moses: *' O my Lord, 
send, I pray Thee, by the hand of him 
whom Thou wilt send ;" or the selfish 
I Kings petition of an Elijah : " It is enough, now, 
O Lord, take away my life ; for I am not 
better than my fathers ;" or the unbelieving 
Mark. iv. cry of the disciples, " Master, carest Thou 
not that we perish ?" Fretfulness, im- 
patience, unbelief, irreverence, ignorance, 
heartlessness ^ ah ! where shall we end the 
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catalogue of tempers and feelings which in- Cant. ir.ii. 

fluence and pollute our language heavenward. 

Turn now to a brighter side, and let us Heaven- 
taught 
mark the Spirit's working, manifesting words. 

itself in spite of all the contrary impulses of 
our depraved nature. Such as the cry of 
the lips, touched by the live coal, of 
Isaiah^s : *' Here am I, send me j'^ or of isa. vi. 8. 
Job, when well nigh overwhelmed with 
sorrow : *' The Lord gave, and the Lord Job i. 21. 
hath taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord/^ See also David's, Ezra's, and 
Daniel's prayers, etc. Yes, these are the 
words which Jesus compares to a honey- Honey- 
comb, and to " honey and milk,'' which honey, and 
was a favourite dish in the East ; for the 
voice of the renewed man He loves to hear. 
** And the smell of thy garments is like the 
smell of Lebanon, ^^ The Church had been 
with Jesus on the mountain heights, her 
garments testify to her having been there j 
she retained the fragrance of her elevated 
walk. Just as we are told of Peter and 
John after the day of Pentecost : " When Acts iv. 13. 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned 
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Cant. iv. 1 1, and ignorant men, they marvelled, and took 
notice of them, that they had been with 
Jesus." The Church ought to be different 
to the world in general, the fragrance granted 
her by communion with Jesus ought to be 

Cantiv.ii; diffused around her wherever she moves, 

^* 5 ' ^* • upon the mountain, in the house, amid the 

wilderness, etc., until she'ends her joumey- 

ings in endless glory above. 

Ver. 12. ** A garden enclosed is my sister^ my spouse: 

enclosed, o Spring shut up^ a fountain sealed^^ ver. I2. 

McCheyne. McCheyne says that '' the gardens in the 
east are always enclosed : sometimes by a 
fence of reeds — such are the gardens of cu- 
cumbers in the wilderness ; sometimes by 
a stone wall, as the garden of Gethsemane j 
sometimes by a hedge of prickly pears. 
But what is still more interesting is, they are 
often enclosed out of a wilderness. All 
Spring around is often barren sand ; and this one 
^^' enclosed spot is like the garden of the Lord. 
Such is the believer." 

All the figures used in ver. 12 are of 
appropriation or reservation. " A garden 
^«f/?j^^ or' barred ' ^' (marg.) A mysterious 

Psa. cxxi.5. line enclosing the Saviour's own. "The 
Lord is thy keeper." 
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Next mark the variety and fragrance of Ca11t.iv.13. 
the garden, " Thy plants are an orchard of 
pomegranates^ with pleasant fruits.^* A 
pomegranate is here selected for considera- Pome- 

, . . granates. 

tion among pleasant fruits. Tristram de- Tristram, 
scribes it as " a fruit-bearing tree, or rather 
shrub of the myrtle family, which is culti- 
vated through all the warmer parts of the 
old world, from Northern India, through 
Persia, and in all the countries bordering on 
the Mediterranean. The bell-shaped bios- Blossom 

. and fruit 

som IS extremely beautiful and conspicuous, beautiful 

^ « I , outside 

varying from scarlet to a deep orange red, and inside, 
and the fruit when ripe is of a bright red 
colour, as large as an orange, and crowned 
with its calyx, which adds much to its grace 
of form." Its name " pomegranate" is de- 
rived from the Latin " grained apple," from 
the striking appearance of the bright pink 
pips packed in compartments, separated by 
a white membrane, shining like rubies, 
and beautifully arranged. Thus inside and 
outside it is typical of the Church's beauty 
of holiness. 

An enumeration of spices follows, which Spices. 
shows the variety of the gifts of God to His 
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Cant. iv. 13. Church ; and are granted according to His 
will, and for the benefit and beauty of His 

Rom. xii. 3. mystical body. " According as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith ;" 

Rom. xii. 6. and again, *' having gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given unto us.'^ 

The size, appearance, and nature of these 
fragrant plants are various. A cursory 
view of them will open up to our observa- 
tion great beauty in the similes thus given 
us, of God's work in His spiritual Church 

McCheyne. upon earth. McCheyne says, " These 
Exotics, spices do not naturally grow in gardens. 
Even in the East there never was such a 
display as this. So the fragrant graces of 
the Spirit are not natural to the heart ; they 
are brought from a far country, they must 
be carefully watched." 
Ver. 14. '' Camp hi re with spikenard^ spikenard and 
saffron : calamus and cinnamon^ with all 
trees of frankincense^ myrrh and aloes^ with 
all the chief spices.^' 

Tristram. *' The word copher translated camphire 

Camphire 

or Henna has nothing to do with our camphor, still 

"Natural less with the cypress. It is the familiar 

the BiW') henna of the Arabs. The shrub, well 
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known in Egypt, Nubia, and Tunis, is also Cant.iv.14. 
found in Arabia, and on the shores of the 
Dead Sea at Engedi. It is a small shrub, 
eight or ten feet high, with clusters of white 
and yellow blossoms of a powerful fragrance. 
Not only is the perfume of the flower 
highly prized, but a paste is made of the 
dried and pounded leaves, which is used by 
the women of all ranks, and by the men of 
the wealthier classes." 

*^ Spikenard is exclusively an Indian pro- Spikenard 
duct (early imported into Palestine)," grow- Tristram, 
ing on the Himalaya mountains. It has 
many hairy spikes shooting from one root ; 
the Arabs describe the stem as being like 
the tail of an ermine. These shaggy stems 
are caused by the root leaves shooting up 
from the ground, and surrounding the stalk. 
It is from this part of the plant that the 
perfume is procured, and prepared simply 
by drying it. The Arabs call it *' the 
Indian spike." 

Saffron is the Crocus sativum, or Saffron Saffron. 
crocus. Many species of crocus abound in 



Palestine, and the saffrbn has always been 

in high repute as a perfume. The prepara- prepared. 



How 
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Cant, iv.14. tion of saffron is very simple. The women 
and children gather the pistil and stigma 
from the centre of each flower. These 
are dried in the sun, and then pounded, 
or are pressed into small tablets before 
drying, when they form the saffron cakes 
Dr. Brown, of the bazaars of the east. Dr. Brown says 
ary of the that " saffron is an excellent cordial, and 

Bible." . . 

of great use in curing many diseases." 
Calamus. Calamus^ Tristram says, was *' the name 

Tristram. . . , , . , 

given to some aromatic substance obtamed 
from a foreign species of reed, imported from 
the East, either from Arabia Felix, or more 
Exotic, probably from India. No aromatic reeds 
have been found in Syria, but there are 
several in India, one of which, the lemon 
grass, is well known. There are other 
reeds in India from which aromatic and 
medicinal oils are extracted. 
Cinnamon. Cinnamon "is a native of Ceylon and 

Ceylon. ^ •' 

Other islands of the Indian Ocean, and be- 
longs to the family of the laurels. The 
leaves of the cinnamon when bruised have the 
flavour of cloves. The tree attains the height 
of thirty feet, and ha^a white blossom. The 
spice is simply the inner rind separated from 
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the bark, and dried in the sun. Oil of Cant. iv. 14. 

cinnamon is obtained by boiling the ripe 

fruit, and an inferior kind from the outer 

bark and foliage. 

Frankincense is the fragrant gum of an Frankin- 

C61186 

Indian tree. The tree which produces it Indian. 

grows abundantly in the hill-country of 

India. The resin is obtained by simply 

slitting the bark, and requires no further 

preparation. It used to be '' much burnt in Dr. Brown. 

temples, and is now used in medicine." 

Myrrh, " Many modern travellers have Myrrh. 
noticed the myrrh-tree both in Arabia Felix 
and in Eastern Africa. It is like most of Arabia or 
the balsam-tree family, a low, thorny, ragged 
looking tree, something like an acacia, with 
small, bright, trifoliate leaves. A viscid 
white liquid oozes from the bark when 
punctured, which rapidly hardens on expo- 
sure to the air, and becomes a sort of gum, 
which is in this simple state the myrrh of 
commerce." 

Aloes Tristram considers to have been the Aloes. 
produce of an Indian tree, found in Cochin 
China and Sylhet, which attains the height 
of 120 feet, and from which a costly per- 
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Cant. iv. 14. fume is extracted. It is called the aquilaria 
agallochum. He believes that the "aloes" 
of Scripture have nothing to do with the 

"Bible Cy- aloes of medicine. Eadie mentions that the 

clopsBdia." 

wood of the former is sometimes worth more 
than its weight in gold. 
McCheyne. Of these spices, we remark, as McCheyne 
observes, that but few are indigenous to 
Palestine, nearly all are exotics, coming in 
some cases from the distant East. Fit 
emblems of the exotics of heaven, which 
require the tenderest care of the heavenly 
Gardener to enable them to bear fruit under 
a foreign clime. 
How The ways in which the fragrance of the 

fragrance . . , 

obtained, foregoing spices is obtained vary instruct- 
ively. Most of the trees yield their fra- 
grant juice by excision^ and that, as in the 

Frankin- case of frankincense, must be in the heat of 

cense. 

Cinnamon, summer J while the cinnamon has its bark 
Calamus, stripped off and dried, and the calamus must 
be split up entirely so as to obtain its odori- 
ferous pith. Striking emblems of our 
heavenly discipline, for we need the chasten- 

Heb.xii.ii. ing hand which makes us yield " the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness.'* 



CANTICLES IF. 85 

Our thoughts here, except in the case of Cant.iv.14. 
the pomegranate, are not directed to beauty, 
or glory, or gorgeous colours, such as would 
attract or please the eye ; but more to the 
quiet exuding of precious balm, needing the All need 
use of a knife to produce it in any quantity, Gardener's 
or the heat of the sun to preserve it ; or else 
to the bark which needs complete separa- 
tion from its parent tree for the use of the 
master, or to the juice of the leaf, or to the 
pith of the reed. None are abundantly 
obtained without the hand of the gardener. 
Many are medicinal — fragrant in them- 
selves^ and beneficial to mankind, useful to 
remedy some of the many diseases which sin 
has brought upon our fallen bodies. Oh ! 
to mark thus our high privileges, we are 
fragrant to God through Christ, and are also 
the great agents which He employs to 
counteract the working of sin in the hearts 
of those around us. Let us remember 
Jesus^ warning to us in this respect, " Ye Matt. v. 13. 
are the salt of the earth, but if the salt 
have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted?" 

^^ A fountain of gardens^ a well of living Ver. 15. 
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Cant. iv. 15. ^^^^^^5 ^«// Streams from Lebanon,^^ Mc 
McCheyne. Cheyne remarks on this verse, " The spouse 
3 kinds of is compared to three kinds of fountains, ist. 

fountains, ^t-i r r • r •/* • 1 

viz. To ' a fountam of gardens, — an artificial 

Fountain, - . 1. .1 1 1 • i- 

fountain, so distributed that it supphes more 

than one garden, or different parts of the 

Well, same garden. 2nd. To * a well of living 

waters,^ a fresh springing well to supply the 

Streams, fountain. And 3rdly, to ^streams from 
Lebanon,' — rivulets constantly descending 
from the snow of Lebanon, and subter- 
raneously supplying the well of living 
waters* 

Here we have a precise and accurate de- 
scription of many of the garden fountains at 
the foot of mount Libanus. An account of 

Ras-el- Ras-el-ayin, where are Solomon's cisterns, 
McCheyiae. may illustrate the whole passage : " There 
are three cisterns entire at this day j one 
about a furlong and a half from the sea, the 
other two a little further up. The former 
is of an octagonal figure, 22 yards in 
Well, diameter. Upon the brink of it you have a 
walk round it, 8 feet broad, from which 
descending you have another walk 21 feet 
broad. The whole vessel contains a vast 
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body of excellent water, and is so well sup- Cant.iv.15. 

plied from its fountain^ that though there 

issues from it a stream like a brook during Fountain 

° of 

four miles, yet it is always brimful. The gardens. 
fountain of these waters is as unknown as 
the author of them. It is certain, from 
their rising so high, that they must be streams 
brought from some part of the mountains, Lebanon. 
which are about a league distant. 

*' Such, then, in some degree is the image 
by which the Bridegroom pourtrays the 
bride ; and in reflecting upon it, it is hardly 
possible to resist the risings of imagination 
when we remember that the Bridegroom is 
the Saviour, and the bride the Church of 
the redeemed. The subterraneous streams 
from Lebanon answer so well to the unseen 
supplies of grace, and the well of living 
water which is in the believer springing up 
unto everlasting life ; and the fountain of 
gardens to the fertilising streams of love and 
of good works wherewith He nourishes and 
diffuses his good things to all around..*' 

There is, as Adelaide Newton remarks, a. Newton. 
a force in the repetition of the same figures 
here which had been given in ver. 12. Ver. 12. 
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Cant. iv. 15. There we had a representation of the 

Fountain bride in herself. She is a " fountain 
sealed : ^' kept from any contamination, re- 
served for the Gardener^ s use. 

Fountain Here she is a " fountain of gardens," 
diffusing life and verdure to the gardens, in 
which Jesus and she love to walk, and 
enjoy the beauty and fragrance of His own 
work and of her care. 

A spring Again, she is " a spring shut up ;" whilst 
here she is a ^' well of living waters, and 

Well and streams from Lebanon," " which are very 
from plentiful. On all sides they fall in pleasant 

Lebanon. - 1 • 1 • 1 i • • 

McCheyne. cascades, which m the bottom unite mto 
broad full streams, and on their way water 
the richest gardens. Even in the dry season 
they are full. The hotter the summer the 
streams from Lebanon become the fuller j 
because the heat only melts the mountain 
snow." But what if any stream of wrong 
doctrine mingle with the streams from 
Lebanon, and Christ be obscured as to His 
full glory and o^ces ? How immediately 
must the fountain of the garden suffer ! 
Or should there be any trusting in man, 

Jcr.xvii.13. then, as Jeremiah exclaims, " O Lord, the 
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hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee shall be Cant.iv.15. 
ashamed, and they that depart from me shall 
be written in the earth, because they have 
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living 
waters ? '^ and no longer can the Church 
diffuse living waters, pure and healthful. 
How often has the Church thus needed 
renewing ! 

But to complete the picture here given 
us, more is necessary than a description of 
the garden and a mention of the streams of 
nourishment. There must be no stag- 
nation of the atmosphere around these 
choice plants. A south wind first, and South wind 

'^ ^ and 

then a north wind, are needed to '^^/wi; north wind. 
upon my garden^ that the spices thereof may Ver. 16. 
flow out^^ 

These are not the winds which would 
bring soft refreshing showers ; but those on 
the contrary which would be more or less 
trying, the north wind with its cold blasts, 
the south wind with its scorching heat. 
Quite contraries the one to the other, and Bo^th trying 

^^ winds vflt 

equally prayed for by the bride. It was a asked for. 
heaven-'taught lesson which made her ask 
not for a westerly or south-westerly wind, 
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Cant. iv.i6. with its soft refreshing showers, but for 

those which would with more or less trial, 

yet render her garden more productive to 

her Lord. 

Trouble Periods of commotion and trouble are 

ex- said to develope more men of talent and 

Denenced 

Christians, energy than times of quietness and pros- 
perity ; is it not so with the Christian 
world ? The floods of false doctrine which 
sweep away the mere professor from visible 
Christendom, turns the child of God to 
closer study of his Bible, and simpler sitting 
at Jesus' feet. The afilictions and per- 
secutions which sift the reality of a man's 
trust, strengthen and develope faith, hope, 

TVind. and charity. Similarly to the action of the 
wind on the tree, which by its motion 
hastens the circulation of the sap, and pro- 
motes its nutritive effects, so that the 
growth of a plant is found to be increased 
by a storm. 

M. De M. De CandoUe gives one remarkable 

on effect of illustration of this in the growth of the 

^plimts!^ branch of a vine during a storm, of no less 

than an inch and a quarter, in the course 

of an hour and a half. Similarly do mental 
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Storms accelerate the Christian's growth in Cant.iv.i6. 
grace, deepening his trust in Jesus, and 
rousing him by the Holy Spirit's influence 
to fresh longings for communion with Him. 

'' Let my beloved come into his garden^ Ver. i6. 
and eat his pleasant fruits J^ Which meets 
with a quick response in Cant. v. i : "I Cant. v. i. 
am come into my garden, my sister, my 
spouse.^* The bride does not say "my 



garden,^' but " his garden^^ and Jesus in His 
reply calls it " My garden." Thus should 
there be no selfish appropriation of any 
sphere of labour; it should be realised as our 
Lord's — " His garden,'^ and His vineyard, 
not ours ; and there should be thus com- 
munion with Him in any work given us 
to do. 

The two terms, '' my sister^ my stouse^^ My sister, 

, , my spouse. 

are here repeated for the fourth time, and • 
refer to the double relationship of the Church 
to Jesus. The one natural, '' my sister," 
as in Heb. ii. 14 : " Forasmuch then as the Heb. ii. 14. 
children are partakers of flesh and blood. 
He also himself likewise took part of the 
same." And the other of adoption, as in 
Ephes. V. 25 : " As Christ also loved the 25-27^ 
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Cant.iv.i6. Church, and gave Himself for it ; that He 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash- 
ing of water by the word. That he might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy and with- 
out blemish." On the one hand our blessed 
Lord became man, and was made " like 
Heb. ii. 17. unto His brethren ;'^ while on the other 
Heb.xii.io. hand He makes us " partakers of His holi- 
Eph. V. 23. ness," for " Christ is the head of the Church 
and the saviour of the body." 
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CANTICLES V. 

There are three expressions in Cant. 
V. I, which our Saviour uses to show His 
appreciation of the now flourishing state of 
His garden : '' / have gathered my myrrh Cant. v. i. 
with my spice^ I have eaten my honeycomb 
with honey : I have drunk my wine with my 
milk : eat^ O friends^ drink^ yea^ drink 
abundantly^ O beloved,*^ Variety marks all 
that is Divine, so variety appears in the 
spiritual as in the temporal kingdom. 

First we have the fragrance and medicinal Myrrh with 

° my spice. 

properties of spices ; next all signified by 
those types of temporal abundance, honey Honey and 
and milk ; and thirdly we have the stimu- 
lant which God has granted for man's en- 
joyment and careful use, but which, alas ! 
self-indulgence has rendered the curse of 
many, viz. wine. Wine. 

Various will be the meanings given by What 
different minds to these symbols of the 
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Cant. V. I. " fruits of the Spirit." The myrrh with its 

A. Newton, bitterness may represent, as A. Newton 
says, " the tears of godly sorrow shed by the 
repenting sinner, when convinced of sin by 
the piercing blasts of the north wind." 
The sweetness of honey, the stimulating 
properties of wine, and the nourishing 
quality of milk, may stand for the sweet- 
ness of temper and speech, the energy of 
fervent love, which stimulate fellow Chris- 
tians, and the gifts of teaching which build 
up and edify all around. Be that as it may, 
we have in this portion of the Canticles a 
wonderful exemplification of the union 
which exists between Christ and His 

Cant.iv.i6. Church. She entreats him, ^^ Let my Be^ 
loved come into His garden^ He replies. 

Cant. V. I. " / am come into My garden ;" and ends 

s with urging her to share with Him in the 

joyful participation in the products of that 

garden : " Eat^ O friends.^ drink^ yea^ 

drink abundantly .^ O beloved,*^ 

The introduction of the plural word 

Friends. '' friends " is to be marked. Wordsworth 

Words- , , . r • 1 t • 

worth, understands it as refernng to angels ; but it 
may be a reminder of the various members 
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of the mystical body, honoured as we are Cant. v. i, 
by being called friends. " Henceforth I John xr. 
call you not servants ; for the servant know- 
eth not what his lord doeth ; but I have 
called you friends." The very title is an 
elevating one. 

Friendship presupposes some degreeof suit- Friendship, 
ability and power of appreciation on both sides. 
There can be no friendship between oppo- 
sites, or where the inferiority is essential. 
But the abiding of Jesus in us raises us to 
be His friends, capable (in proportion as we 
realise this union) of appreciating Him, and 
responding to His accents of tender love to 
us, and of entering into his feelings towards 
those around us. In this way each Chris- 
tian may look on fellow Christians as con- 
stituting the garden, while they consider 
him in a similar aspect. 

It is not the outward aspect of Christen- 
dom which generally can be thus feasted on. 
Occasionally we have some bright foretaste 
of coming joy ; but it is ordinarily in in- 
dividuals, a brother here, a sister there, that 
we can thus rejoice over. Would that we 
were more at leisure from ourselves thus to 
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Cant V. I. joy in the triumphs of grace, which may- 
be brought under our notice. 
Sudden But we pass on to the second of the 

change. 

sudden changes in Canticles, when from 

the sounds of rejoicing and the delights of 

Accents of Spiritual feasting, we are met by the accents 

of sadness, and plunge into the depths of 

loneliness, which in this case are accom- 

Ver. 2. panied with declension. " / sleeps but my 
Sleep. 

heart wakethJ^ Not the sleep of death 

truly, for the heart beats healthily : but 
there is a dangerous torpor which must not 
be permitted ; hence follows the most pain- 
ful episode of Canticles, the necessary 
chastening of a loving Saviour. 

Words- Wordsworth well remarks upon this pas- 
worth. . . 

sage, " As is too often the case, when the 

soul has been largely enriched with spiritual 
blessings, a reaction takes place, unless great 
vigilance is exercised ; an exhaustion suc- 
ceeds, consequent on spiritual ecstacy ; and 
a sleeplike torpor and listless lethargy steal 
over it, and it sinks into a state of carnal 
supineness." 

Next let us mark how such a malady is 
cured. Not by some thunderclap, or stern 
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expressions of displeasure, but by the ten- Cant.r. 2. 

derest accents of love : " It is the voice of 

my beloved that knock eth^ sayings Open to me^ 

my sister^ my love^ my dove^ my undefled," 

'' That knocketh.'^ The knocking may be Knocketh. 

by trial or suffering, but still the words 

uttered are of the tenderest accents possible. 

" My sister, my love, my dove, my unde- Tender 

filed ;" and then follows the proof of how 

long the heavenly suppliant had remained 

without, "y^r my head is filled with Ver. 2. 

dew^ and my locks with the drops of the 

night" 

How often, alas ! can individual experience 
testify to such a scene as this. The Lord 
of lords knocking at the heart of His crea- 
ture, and indulged sin or erroneous doctrine 
having produced a paralysis of the mind, 
there is no response to His words of love. 
All is still and silent, save the heartless 
reply : *' I have put off my coat ; how Ver. 3. 

> T 1 11 r Insulting 

shall I put It on r I have washed my feet ; answer. 
how shall I defile them ?" A little ordi- 
nary exertion is too much. The slightest 
excuse is then urged, and bodily indulgence 
supplants spiritual communion, and a step 

H 
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Can% V. 2. downwards has been taken, which would 
quickly lead to further alienation. 

More than words are now necessary ; so 

Ver. 4. we read " My beloved (still the bride calls 

her neglected and insulted Lord, ''My 

Hole of the beloved ") put in his hand by the hole of the 

door^ and my bowels were moved for him.'* 
Thompson. Thompson in his " Land and the Book " 
explains the allusion here made to '' the hole 
of the door." He says, '' I once spent a 
summer in an old castle, whose great outer 
door had a lock and key which were almost 
a load to carry. This kind of lock is no 
A lock doubt very ancient. They are placed on 

placed . . -^ J f 

inside, the inside of the doors of gardens and outer 
courts, and even on those of inner rooms in 
some places. To enable the owner to 
unlock them a hole is cut in the door, 
through which he thrusts his arm and inserts 
the key. All the garden doors about Sidon 
are thus arranged ; and such must have 
been the custom at Jerusalem in the days of 
Solomon." 
JS^'A' It was only the hand of her Lord that 
his hand," the slumbering Church saw ; but that hand 
had been pierced for her, and lethargy dis- 
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appears, and her affections warm up at the Cant. t. 4. 
sight, and action follows the heavenly 
quickening. " / rose up to open to my Ver. 5. 
beloved^ and my hands dropped with myrrh ^ 
and my fingers with sweet-smelling myrrh^ 
upon the handles of the locks. ^* A sorrowful 
pleasure followed the movement, and yet a 
pleasure which far exceeds earth^s deepest 
joys. The tears of a returning child are 
more satisfying than the brightest hour of 
earthly prosperity. 

But the penitent child must know that Our 

llG3iY61lly 

chastening will follow wilful transgression, schooling. 
Though pardoned and restored, sin has 
made a separation, and a time of anxious 
search must impress this, and draw out yet 
more the bride's earnest heart-longings for 
communion. '' / opened to my beloved; but Ver. 6. 
my beloved had withdrawn himself and was 
gone : my soul failed when he spake : 1 sought a painful 
A//W, but I could not find him ; I called him^ 
but he gave me no answer. " And added to 
this solitary wandering, the watchmen here 
display an hostility instead of their former 
silence. '' The watchmen that went about Ver. 7. 
the city found me^ they smote me^ they wounded 
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Cant. V 7. ^^> i^^ keepers of the walls took away my veil 
from meJ^ 

The removal of the veil to an Eastern 
woman is one of the greatest of insults. 
The bride's earnest search thus draws on 
Persecu- her real persecution from the guardians of 
her earthly home. So little is the. Church 
appreciated and helped by the dwellers 
around. The earnestness of a time of 
revival is to them a cause of dislike and 
opposition ; and in her distressed state the 
humbled insulted bride appears to feel as if 
some hindrance prevented her own voice 
from reaching heaven, and (shall we say in a 
moment of faltering faith) she bids her 
earthly neighbours take the message for her 
Ver. 8. to her heavenly Bridegroom : " / charge 
ymy O daughters of ferusalem^ if ye find 
my beloved^ that ye tell him that I am sick of 
lover 

A chilling The response given is a chilling one. 

answer. • ; ? i ? 

Ver. 9. " What ts thy beloved more than another be- 
loved^ O thou fairest among women ? what 
is thy beloved more than another beloved^ that 
thou dost so charge us f *' 

The silence broken, an opportunity to 
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speak for the Lord whom she had insulted cant. v. 9, 
and neglected is presented, and the bride An oppor- 
bursts forth into a glowing, animated descrip- given to 
tion of Him, in full-length portraiture, jesus. 
Sorrow is banished, as she dwells on His 
perfections, and the result is in Cant, vi 
that these daughters of Jerusalem ask, 
" Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou Cant. vi. i 
fairest among women ? whither is thy be- 
loved turned aside ? that we may seek him 
with thee.^* 

Often does active employment and the 
opportunity to work for Jesus comfort and 
cheer a repentant heart, the gracious 
Lord permitting His child *thus to feel his 
restoration to communion and usefulness. 
As David prays, '' Restore unto me the joy Psa. li. 12. 
of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 
free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors 
Thy ways, and sinners shall be converted 
unto Thee." 

And now we must turn to the picture 
given us of our Lord and Bridegroom, only 
previously remarking that many of the em- 
blems used to depict Him to us vary from 
those which He applies to the bride in being 
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Cant. V. 9. of a more enduring character, such as gold, 

ivory, marble, and precious stones, etc. 

Ver. 10. '' My beloved is white and ruddy J** 

Heb.yii.26; «* Holy^ harmless^ undefiled^ separate from 

sinners.^* Without change. ''The same 

yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.'* 

'' The chiefest among ten thousand^^ or 
Gesenius. <« raised up aloft, as a banner above ten 
thousand.^' Perfect man, or white and 
ruddy, but also Divine, or '' raised up aloft" 
as a banner among ten thousand. 
Ver. II. " His head is as the most fine goldJ*^ The 
Goldmines metal of metals, which remains uninjured 
mining, either by exposure to moisture or to the 
atmosphere, and may be kept for weeks in 
the hottest furnace without loss of sub- 
stance. Thus beautiftiUy typifying the 
head (the seat of thought) of Him who 
passed untainted through a world of pollu- 
tion and error. 
Our minds How different are our minds : first one 
injure, mental current affects us, then another ; 
sometimes the different currents meet, and 
then fearful injury results. What strange 
mental phenomena of this kind now meet 
our eyes in the popular literature of the 
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day ! A truth on one side of the page, and Cant. v. 11. 
an error on the other side, which if developed 
logically would destroy the opposite truth ; 
but the mind of the writer in some way has Two phases 

of mental 

been paralysed, and it fails to perceive such error. 
a result. Other minds, on the contrary, 
perceive it quickly enough, and indignant at 
the outrage to reason, rush madly over their 
Maker's boundary line for human com- 
prehension, and rejecting the mysteries of 
revelation, wander forth to the unnumbered 
difficulties of a mental existence, independent 
of God, or at all events independent of His 
word and will. 

Yes, our minds feel any exposure, they 
injure by contact with fellow-men. Jesus 
alone can teach us real wisdom. He can 
impart to us His own gold. " Unto them i Cor. i. 24. 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God," and can keep us from being like 
** children tossed to and fro, and carried Eph. iv. 14. 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of man, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive." 

*' His locks are bushy (or curled)^ and black Ver. 1 1. 
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Cant. V. II. as a raven.^^ The bride's are described as 

long and flowing, her Lord^s as black and 

bushy. Symbols of strength and youth. 

Ver. 12. '' His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the 

rivers of waters^ washed with milk^ and fitly 

Cant. iv. i. set.*^ The bride's eyes had been previously 
compared to " dove's eyes." But an added 
figure is needed to express the tenderness of 
Eyes our Saviour's eyes as they rest upon His 
tempest-tossed blood-bought bride : they are 
as if reflected in the rivers of water, and 

Contrast, washed with milk. What a contrast to the 

Rev. i. 14. eyes which were as a " flame of fire," when 
Jesus came to rebuke the sin which was 
leavening the seven churches. 

Fitly set. ^"^ Fitly set ^^ or " fitly placed " (marg.). 
How much does the clearness and precision 
of sight depend on the position of our eyes. 
Let them be placed even a little sideways, 
or more than usually backwards or forwards. 
Our mental and the whole vision suffers. And so with 

vision. . . 1 i_ I . 

our mental vision — prejudice, mental habits, 
and sinful pride, etc., warp our perceptions, 
and we misjudge one the other. Some 
characters who either flatter our pride or 
please our fancy, we view only on their 
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bright side : others who clash with us, we Cant. v. 12. 
treat in an equally partial way ; and dwell 
only on their dark side. But oh ! how 
happy is the thought that Jesus sees us as 
we are. 

His eyes are " fitly set." He marks the 
malady which fellow-creatures would call 
health. He heals what they would aggravate} 
and the injured mind, which would be 
blighted with unjust accusations, or dwarfed 
by exposure to an unloving atmosphere, 
feels all known to Him, and exults in the 
thought that " the eyes of the Lord are upon Psa. xxxiv. 
the righteous," and that these eyes, unlike 
man's, make no mistakes. 

'* His cheeks are as a bed of spices^ as sweet Ver. 13. 
flowers : His lips like lilies dropping sweet- 
smelling myrrh,'* His countenance is Ipvely Beauty and 
and fragrant. His lips beautiful, and " drop- 
ping sweet-smelling myrrh." False religions 
attach so much the idea of terror and dread 
even to our blessed Saviour. Oh ! how 
different is the language of Scripture. True, 
John when he saw his loved Master in 
revelation " fell at His feet as dead." But Rev- i. 17- 
then He was coming to rebuke the sins of 
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Cant. V. 13. the seven churches. Otherwise the renewed 
soul knows no dearer object of affection than 
the Saviour, the Bridegroom, the Brother, 
the Friend, who has died for him, borne 
with him, redeemed him, sanctified him, 
and soon will glorify him ; and the joy of 
his heart is to meet Him on earth, and to 
look forward to the time when he shall see 
Him hereafter, and the pulse of love will 

I Jolmm.2. beat healthily for ever. " It doth not yet 

appear what we shall be ; but we know 

that, when He shall appear, we shall be like 

Him, for we shall see Him as He is.*' 

There seems to be a special preference 

Myrrh, given to myrrh in Canticles, such as " A 

* bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto 

Cant. iii. 6. me.^' " Who is this that cometh out of 
the wilderness like pillars of smoke, per- 
Ver. I. fumed with myrrh and frankincense ?" '* I 
have gathered my myrrh with my spice." 
Ver. 5. '* I rose up to open to my beloved, and my 
hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers 
with sweet-smelling myrrh.*' And here 
our Lord's words are compared with myrrh. 
Not to honey, like the bride's, but to myrrh, 
which meets the needs of our fallen natures 
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by its medicinal, preservative, and yet fra- cant. v. 13. 
grant qualities. 

So are the words of our Master to us ; Jesus' 
not only the loving expressions which might myrrh, 
be addressed to unfallen beings, but the 
union of reproof and instruction to which 
St. Paul refers when he says, '* All scrip- 2 Tim. m. 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is ^ ' ^^' 
profitable for doctrine, for reproofs for cor- 
rection^ for instruction in righteousness : 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works." 

** His hands are as gold rings^ set with Ver. 14. 
the beryl." In Revelation ii. i we read, qqi^ n^gg. 
" He that holdeth the seven stars in His 
right hand." Now, if we take the ring to 
typify eternity, we shall then consider the 
figure given us here, as reminding us that 
the hand that holds us is Divine ; while the 
stone with which it is set being the beryl Beryl, 
(which is called by the Chaldeans Krum Emanuel 
Yama, or sea colour, and is of a light blue stones^^* 
or sea-green colour — mentioned by Pliny 
as the gem green from the sea), would 
recall to our minds that the eternal hand 
that leads us and keeps us, is the very same 
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Cant. V. 14. that " gave to the sea His decree, that the 

Prov. viii. waters should not pass His command- 

^^* ment,'^ .... and that He who could 

Mark iv.39. say " unto the sea, Peace, be still, and 

the wind ceased, and there was a great 

calm," says also to His sinking servant as 

He stretches forth His hand to save, when 

Matt. xiv. faith is fast failing, " O thou of little faith, 

^^* wherefore didst thou doubt ?" 

'* His belly is as bright as ivory overlaid 
Inmost w/VA sapphires J* or inmost soul^ as Words- 
Words- worth renders it, the same word in the 
worth, original being used in verse 4 5 so that here 
we have the heart of our heavenly Bride*- 
groom compared to the most enduring of 
animal substances, viz. ivory (which has 
been fitly called the '* jewel of animal life),'* 
Sapphires, and to sapphires, the colour of which at 
once raises our thoughts heavenward : for 
Emanuel, as Emanuel on precious stones tells us, 
"the sapphire is found of all tints and 
shades of blue .... A really fine sapphire 
should appear blue by candle-light as well 
Star as by day ;" and there are also " star sap- 
sapp es. pj^ij.gg^ which are usually of a greyish blue 

tint, and the star is exhibited in its greatest 
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perfection when looked at by the light of Cant. v. 14. 
the sun or of a candle.'^ 

Thus does the celestial colour of the 
sapphire picture to us the heavenly love jesus' love, 
and compassion of Jesus, while the ivory 
bespeaks its enduring nature. 

Earthly lessons teach us the limits of Earth's 
earthly love, — the trifles which may snap ^ ^ ^^' 
affection's cords ; the tiny word, the 
thoughtless letter, which may sunder a life- 
long friendship. Not so our Saviour's love. 
How does the study of the Apostles' conduct 
to Jesus when on earth illustrate this ? 
Their ignorance, their apathy, their want 
of sympathy, all borne with so lovingly, 
forgiven and corrected. And just the same 
history is repeated over again in our inner 
life. 

Oh ! that we were more like Mary, who Mary. 

. John xii. 7. 

was the one bright example of loving re- 
sponse and attention to her Master's words, 
and that our daily motto might be, '' The 2 Cor. v. 
love of Christ constraineth us ; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that He died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto 
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Cant. V. 14. themselves, but unto Him which died for 
them, and rose again." 
Ver. 15. '* His legs are as pillars of marble^ set 
Gold, upon sockets of fine gold, ^^ . . . The most 
Marble, enduring of minerals (as in the preceding 
verse, the most imperishable of animal sub- 
stances) is here used to typify our blessed 
Lord's relationship to us. The sentence 
A. Newton, of the dying boy whom A. Newton quotes 
forms a striking commentary on this verse. 
He said to the Rev. R. McCheyne, " I 
have just been feeding for some days on 
the words you gave me, 'His legs are as 
pillars of marble set upon sockets of fine 
gold ; for I am sure He will be able to 
carry me and all my sins.' " 
Gold. We must next mark how in this fidl- 

Ver. II. length portrait gold runs throughout, " His 
Ver. 14. head is as the most fine gold," '' His hands 
Ver. 15. are as gold rings ;" and the legs are set upon 
"sockets of fine gold." All is enduring, 
costly, and matchless. Well may St. Paul 
give us such knowledge as our highest aim. 
Phil. iii. 8. " Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have 
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suffered the loss of all things, and do count cant. v. 15. 
them but dung, that I may win Christ." 

** His countenance is as Lebanon^ excellent Lebanon. 
as the cedars,^* We need such a reminder, 
for we are such creatures of extremes, so 
easily stepping beyond the narrow path of 
truth, that, having had our attention directed 
to the wisdom, the tenderness, the loveli- 
ness, the fragrance, the faithful words, the 
tender guidance, and the love and compas- 
sion of our Saviour, we need in conclu- 
sion a reminder of the dignity and greatness Dignity 
of our heavenly Bridegroom. greatness. 

The grandest mountain of Syria and the 
chiefest of her trees must typify the majesty Cedars, 
of His countenance, and remind us of His 
matchless glory, Tristram remarks with Tristram. 
respect to the cedar, that it is the " prince 
of trees : it is to the vegetable world what 
the lion is to the animal kingdom. Every 
one who has seen these noble trees recog- 
nises the force of the glorious and majestic 
imagery of the prophets. With their 
gnarled and contorted stems, and their 
scaly bark; with their massive branches, 
spreading their foliage rather in layers than 
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C*au T, 15, in flakes ; with their dark green leaves, shot 
with silver in the sunlight, as they stand 
a lonely group in the stupendous mountain 
amphitheatre, they assert their title to be the 
monarchs of the forest ;^' and as such typify 

Ex. XT. II. Him who is " glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, doing wonders/* 

While dwelling on this part of our 
subject, we may just remark how painful 
has been the familiar way in which choruses 
have been composed and sung in connec- 
tion with some of our so-called revival 
hymns, and how has the name of our 
Master been repeated in addresses as if he 
were like ourselves, instead of being " Lord 
of lords, and King of kings." 

In the conclusion of the bride's descrip- 
tion she recurs to one special feature of her 
Ver. 16. Bridegroom : " His mouth is most sweet. ^* 
The Bridegroom in His delineation of His 
bride lays special importance on her eyes. 

Cant.!. 15; as ^^Thou hast dove^s eyes J* "'^Turn away 

vi.*5. * thine eyes from me, for they have overcome 

me," and speaks of them as taking away 

His heart. Cant. iv. 9 (lit. " thou hast be- 

^*rt^ heartened me.^' It implies the answering of 
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heart to heart ; the passing of one heart Cant. v. 16. 
into another, so as to be united with it." 
Whereas the bride dwells twice on the 
Bridegroom's mouth, ver. 13 : " His lips Ver. 13. 
like lilies, dropping sweet- smelling myrrh,'^ 
and " His mouth is most sweet." 

Well may she thus speak, for " man Matt. iv. 4. 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God,'^ and, " The words that I speak unto John vi. 63. 
you, they are spirit and they are life," 

What a sad truth it is that it needs con- 
flict and trial before we thus acknowledge 
the preciousness of our Master's words, jesus' 



Otherwise we prefer man's advice and ^^^ ^* 
sympathy before His. And now we come 
to the conclusion of the bride^s impassioned 
description of her Bridegroom. Well may 
the summing up be, '' Tea^ he is altogether Ver. 16. 
lovely. This is my beloved^ and this is my 
friend^ daughters ofjerusalem,^^ 

What a life of happiness would ours be 
if this could be habitually our language. 
But deep lessons of spiritual experience Love to 

Jesus 

often teach us that what we call love has 
been some transitory sentimental feeling. 

I 
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Cant. T. i6. Sunshine and storms alike prove its want 
of depth and reality ; and often we mark a 
base selfishness in our affection. 
How When like a petted child we have every- 

able! thing smooth and pleasant to our earthly 
nature, then we think that God's will is 
our will, and speak lovingly of His dealings 
to us. A storm comes, we are tossed and 
terrified j quickly we cease to talk of love, 
and murmur and fret. What is such a 
love worth ? No ; like the bride in this part 
of Canticles, though the Bridegroom is 
absent, and ill-treatment and trial surround 
her, still real love says, '' My beloved,^' and 
delights to tell others of His loveliness. 

Might not the daughters of Jerusalem 
have inquired, " Why, if He is your Be- 
loved, why does He leave you thus to per- 
secution and loneliness ?" and the answer 
Heb. xii. 6. would have been, " Whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom He receiveth.^' 

But these lines may be read by some 
who have never glanced upward to Him 
who loves them, and died for them. Their 
feelings towards Him vary according to 
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early associations and circumstances. Some cant. v. i6. 
respect the Beloved of the Church, others 
dread Him, and the most hardened hate 
Him, but none love Him. Hovsr could 
they ? Heavenly love is an exotic, it must Heavenly 

, . loYe not 

be asked for. Yes, that is the turning natural. 
point of a man^s life when he comes to 
his God right humbly, and asks for the 
Holy Spirit's renewing power, and gradually 
the lisped words, hardly ventured to be 
uttered of " My beloved," grow firmer and 
stronger, till it is his habitual term for his 
Lord, either when realising His presence, or 
when seemingly alone ; and the happiest 
moments of his life are when he can speak 
of Him whom he loves, and mark the care- 
less ones stopping to ask, " What is thy 
beloved more than another beloved, O thou 
fairest among women ? What is thy be- 
loved more than another beloved, that thou 
dost so charge us ?" and can in conclusion 
exclaim, " This is my beloved, and this is 
my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem." 
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CANTICLES VI. 

Cant. vi. I. " tVhither is thy beloved gone^ thou 
fairest among women ? whither is thy beloved 
turned aside? that we may seek him with 
thee,''* Here is the Church leavening the 
world ; she is acknowledged by the daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem to be the " fairest among 
Question women," and they then proceed to ask her, 
daughters " Whither is thy beloved turned aside ? 
JeruLlem. *^^^ we may seek him with thee." 

There is nothing of exclusion in true 
Christian love, no jealousy such as the elder 
brother felt to the penitent prodigal. But 
in proportion as Jesus is the beloved, so 
does the renewed soul long for others to 
love Him too, and consequently such a 
question as the above meets with an instant 
and joyful answer, for we find the inquirers 
have advanced from the ignorance implied 
Cant. y. 9. in the question, " What is thy beloved 
more than another beloved ?'* to the decla- 
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ration, "Whither is thy beloved turned cant. vi. i. 
aside ? that we may seek him with thee/' 

Oh ! with what a thrill of pleasure do 
the words, " That we may seek Him with 
thee/' come to the loving earnest child of 
God, as passing through the world he 
gazes sadly on the thousands upon thousands 
of spiritually dead fellow-creatures ; and how 
ought he instantly to give such an answer The Bride's 
as the bride does, and to describe Jesus as 
near to the speakers, not difficult to find, 
as the daughters of 'Jerusalem might have 
supposed him to be, from the message given 
to them in Cant. v. 8 : "I charge you, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my be- 
loved, that ye tell him that I am sick of 
love." For the realisation of her Lord^s 
presence had returned to the bride, and 
now she says, " Aly beloved is gone down Ver. 2. 
into his garden^ to the beds of spices^ to feed 
in the gardens^ and to gather lilies J* 

There is thus a personal Saviour unfolded A personal 

, . . . . 1 TT* ir Saviour. 

to the mquinng smners, one who Himself 
comes down to watch the processes by 
which the precious balm or costly spice can 
be procured, and to appreciate the varied 
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Cant. vi. 2. fruits of His Spirit's influence, for it is added 
To gather "to feed in the gardens, and to gather 
lilies/' The latter little sentence seems to 
carry our views beyond earth to heaven ; 
for Canticles is but the prelude to a happier 
state, and from time to time members of 
the mystical body, flowers of the Master's 
garden, are removed to another clime, where 

2 Cor. V. 8. " absent from the body,*' they are " present 

A. Newton, with the Lord." As A. Newton beauti- 
fully remarks on this subject, " We should 
learn to think of death as the gathering of 
lilies by the Lord, as going to be with 
Jesus,'' when faith will be changed for sight. 

I Cor. xiii. " For now we see through a glass, darkly ; 
but then face to face." 
Ver. 3. The next sentence, " / am my beloveiPs^ 
and my beloved is mine^^* is three times re- 
peated in Canticles, each time slightly altered. 

Cant. ii. 16. We have it first in Cant. ii. 16: "My 
beloved is mine, and I am his," or the 
language of blessed assurance of the young 
Christian after the first recorded declension. 
The second time when more advanced, and 
after a yet more serious time of backsliding 
and consequently lengthened discipline, the 
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bride's words are, " I am my beloved's, Cant. vi. 3. 

and my beloved is mine.'' Christ put first, 

the believer last; and we find the third 

time, in Cant. vii. 10, Jesus alone is men- Cant. vii. 

tioned, *^ I am my beloved's, and his desire 

is toward me ;" so true must it be of each 

of us as John the Baptist exclaimed, '* He John iii.30. 

must increase, but I must decrease." 

^^ He feedeth among the lilies J^ The «*Feedeth 

among the 



symbol of eating as applied to the satisfying mies.' 

of mental and spiritual instincts is met with 

in several parts of Scripture, as in Jer. xv. 

16 : "Thy words were found, and I did 

eat them, and thy word was unto me the 

joy and rejoicing of mine heart ;'* and again, 

" How sweet are thy words unto my taste, Psa. cxix. 

yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth." 

St. Paul tells us " strong meat belongeth Heb. v. 14. 

to them that are of full age ;" and under 

the same figure does our blessed Lord here 

speak of His joyful appreciation of His 

church's beauty, " He feedeth among the 

lilies." 

And then follows the second portrait of 
the bride prefaced by ver. 4, " Thou art Ver. 4. 
beautiful^ my love^ as Ttrzahy comely as 
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Cant. vi. 4. Jerusalem^ terrible as an army with banner s.^^ 
Tirzah and Tirzah and Jerusalem were in Solomon's 

Jerusalem. . , ,.-..- , , 

time the two chief cities of northern and 
southern Canaan, which may account for 
Tirzah being mentioned first, as other- 
wise the capital would naturally take the 
precedence of a country town. Before 
considering these types more closely, we 
New types must remark the change from the former 

bride.^ symbols of the bride to those which 
assume a corporate form, and are accom- 
panied with allusions to dignity and im- 
portance, hitherto not presented to view, 
under the figures of a beautiful female, a 
garden, a spring, a fountain, etc. 

Tirzah. Tirzah is rendered ^^ well-pleasing *' by 

"Words- Sept. It " was the first capital of the king- 
dom of Israel, where Jeroboam lived, and 
where the other earlier kings of Israel re- 

2 Kings sided till Omri removed the capital to 
Samaria." At present its site is unknown. 
Not so with Jerusalem, the remains of 
which can but feebly convey to our minds 
any idea of the beauty of the capital of 
ancient days, or the future glories of which 
it will be the site ; according to the pro- 
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phecy, " Beautiful for situation, the joy of Cant. vi. 4. 

the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the Psa. xlviii. 

2, 

sides of the north, the city of the great 
King/' '^ Out of Zion, the perfection of Psa. l. 2. 
beauty, God hath shined.'' 

"Terrible as an army with banners." Terrible 
What opposites unite in the mystical body banners. 
of the bride ! In herself as weak and 
helpless as a timid female surrounded by 
numerous and powerful foes. But appre- 
hending the wonderful truth that the God 
of all might and power condescends to unite 
her to Himself, and abides within her, then 
she is " terrible as an army with banners/' 
No might on earth can overcome her, and 
she can go forth " conquering and to con- 
quer." We have this image twice in 
Canticles vi., verses 4 and 10 ; and it is a Vers. 4, 10. 
comforting thought when so many are ear- 
nestly praying in private, and are watching 
for answers to their prayers ; and yet evil 
abounds and foes thicken, and the taunt of 
the enemy is that the simple, purer form of 
religion is succumbing beneath the floods of 
a confused theology, and a yet more over- 
whelming tide of infidelity. Still we need 
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Cant. vi. 4. not fear, for each Christian forms but one 
Christiaii of a noble band of warriors, who are called 

SUCC688 18 

certain to combat on their knees in their own private 
chambers, as well as in the varied fields of 
conflict to which God's providential leadings 
may guide them. 

We may be granted in God's own time, 
the champions by whom our sadly scattered 
ranks may be united ; but whether or no, 
there is a secret union, a mysterious link 
which makes us invincible, however con- 
trary present appearances may be to the rea- 
lisation of such a fact. Let us take our ap- 
pointed place,and simply trust all to the Cap- 
tain who leads us, and the song of victory 
may be uttered even on the road to conflict 5 
as in Jehoshaphat's time, of whom we read 
that he thus addressed his assembled forces: 

2 Chron. " Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye 
be established ; believe His prophets, so 
shall ye prosper. And when he had con- 
sulted with the people, he appointed singers 
unto the Lord, and that should praise the 
beauty of holiness, as they went before the 
army, and to say, Praise the Lord j for His 
mercy endureth for ever.' 



a 
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Succeeding the fresh types of the bride of Cant. vi. 4. 
verse 4, we next come to an abridged re- 
petition of the portrait of Cant. iv. i — 5, Vers. 5, 6, 7. 
in which, however, the similes of the eyes 
and lips are excluded : instead of the- first of 
which, we have another of those wonderful 
declarations of our Lord's deep love, ^^Turn Ver. 5. 
away thine eyes from me^ for they have over- 
come me^' or " they have overpowered me.^^ 
This seems to be the true rendering, and is Words- 

worth. 

authorised by the ancient versions. Pro- 
bably the eyes of the bride were suffused 
with penitential tears, and bore signs of her 
deep sorrow for her ingratitude to the 
Divine Bridegroom. Christ is overcome 
with the sight of her grief, and He repeats 

His former words of affection to her, and Cant. iv. 

2, 3. 
adds more to what He had before said, in 

order to assure her of His unchangeable 

love." 

What an insight does such a declaration 

give us as to the tender sympathy of our 

Lord and Saviour, who meets His penitent Oyercome, 

or over- 
children with more than forgiveness and powered. 

renewed favour, yes ! even with the greatest 

possible manifestation of love and sympathy; 
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Cant. vi. 5. for He assures us that He is '^ overcome " 
with the eyes that meet His glance. Such 
are some of the precious lessons that no 
man knows but the happy being to whom 
they are taught, and which verify St. Paul's 

I Cor. ii. 9, quotation, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him,'' and he adds, 

I Cor. ii. 10. ^^ But God hath revealed them unto us by 
His Spirit." Oh ! were we but more 
prayerful learners in such a school, how 
would our love be increasingly ardent and 
practical ; less affected by external changes, 
and more wonder-working than it is at 
present, in personal devotion to our Mas- 
ter's cause, and in success in our various 
spheres of labour. 

We come next to one of the most difficult 
Ver. 8. passages in Canticles, ver. 8, some of the 
commentaries on which are very startling 
to those who may chance to read them : see 
Thrupp as quoted by Wordsworth. Is it 
not a far preferable view to take of this 
vexed passage, to consider it as a contrast 

Solomon/ drawn between the earthly residence of 
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Solomon, which is described to us in verse Cant vi. 8. 
8 : '' There are threescore queens^ and four' 
score concubines^ and virgins without number ^^^ 
and the heavenly home ? for the bride stands 
out in glorious contrast in the succeeding 
verse; ^^My dove^ my undefiled is but one'; Ver. 9. 
she is the only one of her mother^ she is the 



choice one of her that bare her^^ especially Moody 

. . o • 1 Stuart. 

as there is m ocripture such a oneness 

when speaking of the bride, one Wife of 

the Lamb who has ^'made herself ready." Rev. xix. 7. 

'' For the husband is the head of the Eph. vi. 23. 

wife, even as Christ is the Head of the 

Church," etc. 

With this view, then, of the passage, 

there would be a double meaning in the- 

repetition of the idea of oneness, " My dove^ 

my undefiled is one ;'^ or as St. Paul says, 

'' There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is Ctal, iii. 28. 

neither bond nor free, there is neither male 

nor female : for ye are all one in Christ 

Jesus," and ^' she is the only one of her Oneness of 
,,.,,. , , , tlie bride. 

mother^ she ts the choice one of her that bare 

her^^ the explanation of which we find in 

Gal. iv. 26, "But Jerusalem which is above 

is free, which is the mother] of us all." 
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Cant. vi. 9. '' TTie daughters saw her and blessed her : 
The yea^ the queens and the concubines^ and they 
praised her,^^ May not the individuals thus 
specified be identical with the daughters of 
Jerusalem previously mentioned ? who 
typify the careless ones that surround the 
Church, and who, influenced by the con- 
sistency of her conduct, cannot refrain from 
occasionally owning her beauty and ex- 
Ver. 10. cellency. '' Who is she that loo keth forth as 
the mornings fair as the moon^ clear as the 
sun J and terrible as an army with banners ?'' 
Amid the gloom of sin and sorrow the 
'^9 Church shines as the morning;, for she is 

morning. °' 

the harbinger of the perfect day, which ere 
long will burst in unclouded beauty on a 
new heaven and a new earth ; and the two 
Sun and great lights stand as her types, for night and 
day she is to be the enlightener of this fellen 
world. The reflected light of the moon 
pictures her on the one side ; while the 
bright, glorious, life-giving sun represents 
her on the other. 

We turn to dwell more at large on the 
effects upon our earth, of these two won- 
drous orbs, and shall quote extracts from an 



VI. 10. 
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eloquent description given of them in " Ce- cant. 
lestial Scenery.'' " When the sun has de- 
scended below the western horizon the 
moon lights up her lamp in the azure fir- The moon 
mament, and diffuses a mild radiance over "Celestial 
the landscape of the world. She cheers ughu 0^^ 
the traveller in his journey, the shepherd ^^^®^» 
while tending his fleecy charge, and the 
mariner while conducting his vessel at mid- 
night through the boisterous ocean. She 
returns to us, during night, a portion of the 
solar light which we had lost, and diffuses 
a brilliancy for superior to that which we 
derive from all the stars of heaven. 

'' By the moon's nearness to the earth, 
and the consequent increase of its gravitat- 
ing power, it produces currents in the 
atmosphere, which direct the course of the 
wind and purify the aerial fluid from noxious purifies our 
exhalations ; it raises the waters of the and oceans, 
ocean, and perpetuates the regular returns 
of ebb and flow, by which the liquid element 
is preserved from filth and putrefaction. 
It extends its sway even over the human 
frame, and our health and disorders are 
sometimes partially dependent on its in- 
fluence." 
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Cant. vi. 10. Air, earth, and water own thus the 
benefit of the moon's gentle reflected ray ; 
blessings which multiply and intensify as 
we pass on to consider the succeeding type 
Thesun. of the sun and its influence on ourselves 
and all around us, remarking first, how- 
Words- ever, as Wordsworth observes, that the 

worth 

expression " clear *' or '* pure '^ is literally 
*' separated and chosen " as the sun, because 
the Church is united to Christ, and in Him 
she is to shine forth as the sun. 

We shall now proceed to give, as above, 
some extracts from Dick's striking sum- 
Celestial mary in ''Celestial Scenery," where, when 
speaking of the sun, he says, " It is owing 
to the existence of the sun that our globe 
is a habitable world, and productive of en- 
joyment. Almost all the benign agencies 
which are going forward in the atmosphere, 
the waters, and the earth, derive their origin 
from its powerful and perpetual influence. 
The sun's By its vivifyins: action vegetables are 

effect on /^ i r • • u 

all nature, elaborated from.morganic matter, the sap 
ascends through their myriads of vessels, 
the flowers glow with the richest hues, the 
fruits of autumn are matured, and become 
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in their turn the support of animals and of Cant.vi. 10. 
man. 

By its heat, the waters of the rivers and Producing 

' ^ rain and 

the oceans are attenuated and carried to the wind, 
higher regions of the atmosphere, where 
they circulate in the form of vapour, till 
they again descend in showers to supply the 
sources of the rivers, and to fertilize the 
soil. By the same agency, all winds are 
produced, which purify the atmosphere, 
by keeping it in perpetual motion, which 
propel our ships across the ocean, dispel 
noxious vapours, prevent pestilential efflu- 
via, and rid our habitations of a thousand 
nuisances. By its attractive energy, the 
tides of the ocean are modified and regu- 
lated, the earth conducted in its annual 
course, and the moon sustained and directed 
in her motions. 

Its influence descends even to the mineral 
kingdom, and is felt in the chemical com- 
positions and decompositions of the elements 
of nature. The disturbances in the electric 
equilibrium of the atmosphere, which pro- 
duce the phenomena of thunder, light- 
ning, and rain, and the varieties of terrestrial 

K 
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Cant.yi. lo. magnetism ; the slow degradation of the 
solid constituents of the globe, and their 
diffusion among the waters of the ocean, 
may all be traced, either directly or in- 
directly, to the agency of the sun. 

It is It illuminates and cheers all the in- 

essential to 
all that has habitants of the earth, from the polar 

life, . , 

regions to the torrid zone. When its rays 

gild the eastern horizon, after the dark- 
ness of the night, something like a new 
creation appears. The landscape is adorned 
with a thousand shades and colours -, mil- 
lions of insects awake and bask in its rays : 
the birds start from their slumber and fill 

Psa civ.23. the groves with their melody, and "man 
goeth forth unto his work and to his 
labour." All nature smiles, and the " hills 
rejoice on every side.*' 

As the mind reviews such a wondrous 
rehearsal of the effects of the sun and moon 
on our world and its inhabitants, the ques- 
tion naturally presents itself, how far does 
the Church thus realise her Lord's inten- 
tion in her present position i for, as He 

Matt. V. 14. himself tells us, " Ye are the light of the 
world;" and in Phil. ii. 15, we read. 
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*' That ye may be blamekss and harmless, Cant.vi. 10. 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the phil. ii. 15. 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world.*^ 

Is there then this healthful, life-giving How far 
influence emanating from the members of ^e'semblet" 
the Church, which can purify the mental and^moon. 
atmosphere, beam with a beneficial in- 
fluence on the immortal beings around her ; 
that can control the currents of thought 
and opinion, and thus do for the world of 
thought what the sun and moon do for the 
natural world ? Some day it may be so. 
At present it is but the dawning of the Only yet 
mornmg ; and yet we thankfully own that ing of day. 
light has penetrated into many a be- 
nighted part of our sin-stricken globe, and 
has acted so as to waft away the fogs of 
unbelief or superstition, which had hindered 
many a sinner from coming to the Sun of 
righteousness with His life-giving power ; 
and has warmed many a cold heart, and 
enabled it by the Holy Spirit's influence to 
bring forth fruit to God's glory. 

Yes, surely the morning breaks apace. 
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Caiit.vi. 10. Oh ! to realise increasingly the indwelling 
of the God of heaven in His mystical body, 
and the results would be deep and lasting. 
Not I, but Jesus in me, and then there 
would be more of this life-giving power in 
our service of God. Conversions which 
are flattering to our fallen natures, any in 
fact of which the language may be held 
''My convert," sooner or later disappoint 
us. But as we labour, realising the Holy 

2Tim.ii.21. Spirit^s working, so can we be ''vessels 
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
Master's use, and prepared unto every good 
work." And further we can then boldly 
face our enemies, and be, as the next para- 
Ver. 10. graph tells us, " terrible as an army with 
banner s.^^ We have had the name of one 
of these banners given us : see Cant. ii. 4, 
" His banner over me was love." And 
well might such be one of the standards 
under which the members of the Church 

Ttia. cxUv. are taught to sing, " Blessed be the Lord 
my strength, which teach'eth my hands to 
war, and my fingers to fight j" for it is the 
only motive power which can rouse us by 
the Holy Spirit's influence, to a daily con- 
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flict with the world, the flesh, and the Cant.vi. 10. 
devil ; and make us " more than conquerors Rom. viii. 
through Him that loved vls" ^^' 

And here let us pause awhile, in order 
to mark the progression which is visible in 
Canticles .... The downcast bride of 
Cant, i., who speaks of herself as ''black Cant. i. 6. 
but comely," is now become so bright and 
glorious, that she is spoken of as " fair as Cant.vi. 10. 
the moon, and clear as the sun.'* 

And the similes which besides are applied Types of 

the bride 

to her, have altered to ones of importance increase in 
and dignity, such as Tirzah and Jerusalem, importance 
the chief cities of Palestine ; and in Cant, 
vii. 4, we find her compared to a tower of 
ivory, the tower of Lebanon and Carmel ; 
and the bride's stature is spoken of as stately 
like " a palm tree." All manifesting the 
growth of the Church in proportions and 
importance, which is elsewhere described 
to us in Dan. ii. 35 : " The stone that 
smote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth." 

The seasons are also clearly marked out 
for us, as A. Newton observes. The A. Newton. 
spring is beautifully pictured, with its well- Spring. 
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Cant.vi. lo. known harbingers of birds and flowers, in 

Summer. Cant. ii. II, J 3. The summer^ with its 

fruits and spices^ in Cant. iv. 13, 14; and 

Autumn, autumn with its precious fruits, in Cant. 

vi. 1 1 and vii. 13. 
Growth Individually and corporately, growth is 
to necessary to prosperity. The Christian of 
prosper! y. ^j^j^ ^^^^ should have advanced downward 

in knowledge of himself, and upward in 

knowledge of his Saviour, since last year 

opened fitfully upon him ; and any stunting 

of either root or branch speaks some hidden 

mischief which needs the earnest prayer, 

Ps. cxxxix. " Search me, O God, and know my heart, 

' try me, and know my thoughts; and see if 

there be any wicked way in me, and lead 

me in the way everlasting." 

Ver. II. ^' / went down into the garden of nuts^ to 

see the fruits of the valley^ and to see whether 

the vine flourished^ and the pomegranates 

Words- budded.'^ " This is the only place in the 

worth. ' ^ 

Bible where the word egoz occurs, which 
is derived from the Persians (Gesenius)'; and 
it is generally supposed to represent the 
Wahiut. walnut tree, which flourishes most luxuri- 
antly near the sea of Galilee.*' " It is cul- 
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tivated extensively in the colder parts of Cantri. u. 
Palestine, and on the higher grounds in the Tristram, 
north, supplies the place of the olive, being 
valued not only for its fruit, but chiefly for 
the oil extracted from the green nuts. In 
Syria it comes into leaf early in March, 
but the fruit is not ripe till August. 

*' To see whether the vine flourished,** Ver. 11. 
The vine in many ways needs special and 
constant care. In the first place the vine- The vine 
yards must generally be ** carefully fenced, ^^^ 
and this is the more necessary from the 
fondness of sheep and cattle for vine leaves.'* 
Next *'the grapes have many enemies, 
among the wild animals. The jackal 
especially, which, unlike the fox, is a fruit 
as well as a flesh eater, has to be guarded 
against as the crop ripens." 

No tree requires such constant and severe Constant 
pruning as the vine. We know that in the P™""*^ 
vineyards of France the whole wood is cut 
back to the stump every year, and in like 
manner in the east, only three or four 
leaders are left from the top of the main 
stem, which is about five or six feet high 5 Much 

. . pruning 

so soon as the vintage is over. This is necessary. 
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Cant.vi. II. alluded to by our Lord, "Every branch 
John XV. 2. that beareth fruit, he purgeth (i.e. pruneth) 

it, that it may bring forth more fruit." 

Tristram. The vintage, still a season of rejoicing to 

the husbandman, as being the latest crop 

Vintage, gathered in the autumn, must have been 

still more joyous when the culture of the 

vine was predominant. It commences in 

the warmer valleys at the beginning of 

September, but continues till the end of 

October in the colder situations. 

Pome- ^^ And the pomegranates budded.*^ There 

granates. . 

may here be intended a reminder that we 
I John ii. must ever have among us *' young men 
and children," who are thus watched with 
tender care by the bride ; at the same time 
that she marks the autumn fruits, and care- 
fully tends the ripening grapes. 
Ver. 12. '* Or ever I was aware^ my soul made me 
Ammina- like the chariots of Amminadab,^^ Ammin- 
adab is the name of a prince of Judah, 
mentioned in Num. i. 7, and of a Levite 
in I Chron. xv. 11. But as nothing 
particular is mentioned of any one bearing 
that name, we naturally turn to the mean- 
ing of the epithet thus given us, which is. 
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my willing people :'* and as like is in Cantvi. 12. 

italics, the reading of the verse would appear Words- 

to be, ** my soul made me to be chariots of 

.,,. , „ "Willing 

my willing people. people." 

From ver. 1 1 we have had the bride 

speaking, and she now mentions one of 

those bursts of warm feeling in ver. 12, 

which in her individual members form the 

bright epochs of their wilderness journey. 

** Or ever I was aware^^ lit. / wist not^ so Words- 

worth. 

rapid was the motion, " my soul made me 
the chariots of my willing people,*^ As sloth- 
fulness, half-heartedness, and lukewarmness 
cling to us by nature, and are developed by 
habits of indulgence ; so are the periods of 
spiritual quickening the summer days of our Spiritual 
spiritual life, when in communion with 
Jesus, we can say, '' Did not our hearts Luke xxiv. 
burn within us, while He talked with us by 
the way, and while He opened to us the 
Scriptures ?" Or when working for Him, 
we are enabled to *' present our bodies a Eom. xii. i. 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God." 
Surely all then is joyful and hearty, and 
so manifest is this glorious revival that 
passers by exclaim, " Return^ return^ O Ver. 13. 
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Cant.Yi. 13. Shulamite ; return ^ return^ that we may look 
Words- upon thee.** This is the first place where 

Shulamite. the bride is called the Shulamite {Heb, hash- 
Shulammith) a feminine noun of a passive 
form, derived from Shelomoh, Solomon, 
the peaceable, from Shalom, peace ; and 
the word Shulamite signifies that she who 
is named after the heavenly Solomon (as 
Kvptaicfi^ the church, is named from Kvpiog 
the Lord Christ), is now at peace with Him, 
and has found peace and favour with God. 
Well may such a title be given to the 
Church's members, for what have they to 
fear when walking in willing union with 
their Lord and Master ? But a further 
Ver. 13. question follows, *' ff^at will ye see in the 
Shulamite?*' And the answer comes, " j/s 
it were the company of two armies** (lit. 
Words- a dancing company, Heb, mechdlah) of two 
The armies (lit. of the two hosts, or camps, Heb. 

tXa^ies. Mahanaim) : see Gen. xxxii. a. Observe 
the two remarkable words here used, me- 
chdlah and Mahanaim. The word mechdlah 
signifies a dancing company, or chorus re- 
joicing in the dance, see Exod. xv. ao. 
wori^.' Mahanaim signifies two hosts or camps; 
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and the place so called was celebrated in Cant.ti. 13. 
patriarchal history. The angels and their hosts Two hosts, 
met Jacob and his host as he was returning to 
his own land ; and that union of heaven and 
earth inspired him with hope and joy ; and 
so it is in the union of Christ and His 
people, according to St. Paul's declaration, 
Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes Eph. ii. 13, 

r rr ^ • i i .1 , i j r Hi I7» I©- 
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were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. For He is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us, and came 
and preached peace to you which were far 
off, and to them that were nigh. For through 
Him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father." 

And the hosts thus united can join in 
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb, 
even though the title armies or hosts bespeak Armies, 
the hostile ground over which they are 
marching. Thus we have again a reminder 
of that union of opposites which we pre- Union of 

t 1 1 1 1 • 1 opposites. 

viously observed, and which meets us at 
every turn of our Christian life. 

St. Paul gives us a striking summary of 
this in 2 Cor. vi. 9, 10 : " As unknown, 2Cor. Yi.9. 
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CantYi. 13. and yet well known ; as dying, and, behold, 
we live ; as chastened, and not killed ; as 
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
making many rich ; as having nothing, and 
yet possessing all things/' May we recognise 
the difficulty of leading such a life, and not 
attempt it in our own strength, but may the 

Psa. XXV. 4. language of our hearts be, " Show me Thy 
ways, O Lord ; teach me Thy paths." 
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CANTICLES VII. 

We come now to the last and most full- 
length description of the bride,beginning this 
time at the feet instead of with the eyes, as in 
Cant. iv. and vl.: ^^How beautiful are thy feet Cant. rii. i. 
with shoes ^ O princess daughter, " The mention 
of shoes reminds us ofthe public mission of the The Church 
Church, for to her has been committed the Mission, 
solemn charge, '' Go ye into all the world, Mark xvi. 
and preach the Gospel to every creature J** 
And from the fact of the good tidings so 
fully meeting the utmost needs of men, we 
read '*How beautiful upon the mountains are Isa. lii. 7. 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace : that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth." 

The allusion to shoes at all, would convey Shoes. 
to an Oriental mind the idea of an out-door 
exercise, for as Thomson reminds us, in the 
East ''slippers, shoes, or boots are dropped "Land and 

111 • *T-«i' the Book." 

at the door when entenng a room. 1 his 
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Cant. vii. I. seems Strange to us, but it is necessary.^' 
For sitting as the Orientals do on the mat, 
rug, or divan with their feet under them, 
shoes would then be inconvenient and un- 
Smith's desirable. In Smith's Dictionary also we 
' find the following information upon the sub- 
Sandals, ject : " The sandal appears to have been the 
article ordinarily used by the Hebrews for 
protecting the feet. It consisted simply of a 
sole attached to the foot by thongs." 

" They were worn by all classes of society 

in Palestine, even by the very poor. They 

were not, however, worn at all periods : 

Only worn they were dispensed with indoors, and were 

when out , , , , . 

of doors, only put on by persons about to undertake 
some business away from their homes : such 
as a military expedition (Isa. v. 27), or a 
journey (Ex. xii. Ji; Josh, ix, 5 — 13). 
During mealtimes the feet were undoubtedly 
uncovered (Luke vii. 38)." 

The succeeding sentence, '' The joints of 
thy thighs are like jewels^ the work of the 
hands of a cunning workman^** refer equally 
to the active exertion of the Church, for here 
we have the centre of motion a$ it were, in 
the human frame, and the joints of which 
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are " like jewels.*^ " The flowers of the Cantvii. i. 
mineral kingdom/* as they have been fitly jewels, 
called, from their hardness and power 
of withstanding adverse external agencies, 
may almost be looked on as time-enduring 
in their existence. As such they are here 
taken as types of the power given to the 
Church to labour on earth as a messenger for 
her Lord. 

The words, " The work of the hands of A cunning 
a cunning workman " con vey a clear meaning 
to those who know much of the nature of 
precious stones, for as Emanuel remarks, 
*' Many pure and perfect jewels have been 
irretrievably spoilt by unskilful hands." 

Not only is the bride then fitted for active 
labour, but that also as by the ** hands of a 
cunning workman,** even by her Lord Him- 
self, " In whom all the hxxWAing fitly framed Eph. ii. 21. 
together groweth unto axi holy temple in the 

Lord." 

*' Thy navel is like a round goblet^ which Yer. 2. 
wanteth not liquor : thy belly is like a heap of 
wheat set about with lilies,** No better com- 
mentary can be given to this description of 
the Church than those striking words of 
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C«ntTiL2. St. Paul's, " Till we all come in the unity 

Eph.iT. 13. of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

Col. ii. 19. And in the parallel passage, *' Not holding 
the head, from which all the body by joints 
and bands having nourishment ministered 
and knit together, increaseth with the in- 
crease of God." 
Ver. 3. *' 7hy two breasts are like two young roes 
that are twins J*^ This is a repetition of a 
former simile, and as before observed, the 
Hoes, allusion to roes appears to be as referring to 
their rapidity of motion : so lively and prac- 
tical is the Church's affection to her 
children, of which St. Paul speaks when 

I Thess. ii. he says, " We were gentle among you, even 
as a nurse cherisheth her children : so being 
affectionately desirous of you, we were will- 
ing to have imparted unto you, not the 
Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, 
because ye were dear unto us." 
Ver. 4. '' Thy neck is as a tower of ivory," Whe- 

Tower of ther the tower of ivory here spoken of ever 

ivory 

(Smith's existed we cannot tell. We read, after 
Solomon's time, of Ahab's " ivory house " 
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in I Kings xxii. 39, which was probably cant.vii. 4. 
a palace, the walls of which were panelled 
with ivory, like the palace of Menelaus de- 
scribed by Homer. But we know that 
Solomon had a great ivory throne fashioned 
by the workmen of Tyre. 

But whether the mention of an '* ivory 
tower*' is a figure or a reality, the symbol 
as applied to the neck of the bride may be 
taken as implying an uprightness of vision implies up- 
which strikingly contrasts with our natural 
tendency. For as David says (to which we 
alluded previously), after unfolding to us 
a painful time of conflict with rebellious 
feelings, *' I was as a beast before Thee.^' Psa. ixxiii. 
Whereas the language of the renewed 

heart is, " Whom have I in heaven but Psa. ixxiii. 

25. 

Thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside Thee." And the 
eyes and affection tending upwards, the 
language of daily life is, " Unto Thee lift Psa. cxxiii. 
I up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in 
the heavens." 

" Thine eyes like the fishpooh in Heshbon Ver. 4. 
by the gate of Bath-rabbim," Heshbon Smith's 
was the capital city of Sihon, king of the 
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Cant.vii.4. Amorites (Num. xxi. 26). It lies twenty- 
miles east of the Jordan, on the parallel of 
the northern end of the Dead Sea. There 

Heshbon. are many cisterns among the ruins. To 
some of these fishpools, which now cannot 
be identified, the eyes of the bride are com- 
pared. It may be because the clear waters 
of these pools reflected clearly the waving 
foliage above them ; and thus should the 
missionary Church win to herself the 

The eyes perishing ones around her, by the sympathy 

gentle and r 1 • -^.t • 1 • 1 

sympa- of a loving eye. Not meetmg them with a 
scornful proud glance, but with the humble 
expression of those who are at *' leisure from 
themselves," and can, therefore, carry out 
Kom. xii. their Lord's injunction to ** rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep." 

Ver. 4. " Thy nose is as the tower of LehanoUy 

The nose, which looketh toward Damascus. ^^ The nose 

being a prominent feature in the counte- 

Words- nance, " describes the bold aspect of the 

Worth 

Church, looking like a tower of Lebanon, 
with a bold front against her enemies, who 
are symbolized by Damascus, the heathen 
capital of Syria, the fiercest enemy of God's 




CANTICLES VII. 147 



people in the age when the book was Cant. vii. 5. 



written." 



*' Thine head upon thee is like Carmel. 



» 



Carmel, as Thomson tells us, " was a noble Carmel. 
pasture-field, and it is implied that its pas- the Book." 
tures were not liable to wither. This may 
in part be occasioned by the heavy dew, 
which its great elevation, so near the sea, 
causes to distil nightly upon its thirsty 
head. I found it quite green and flowery 
in midsummer." The constant fertility of 
Carmel may picture the Church's mind in 
its varied productions j tares truly abound 
with the wheat, but still we may thankfully 
own how many a Leighton, a Newton, an 
Edwards, etc., have written to God's 
glory and the furtherance of His kingdom 
on earth. 

'' And the hair of thine head like purple.*^ Ver. 5. 
Literally, the " hanging tresses," which are Words- 

' #-i • worth. 

of a royal colour, for the Church is royal 
in all her imparted beauty. 

" The king is held in the galleries " llie 

There seems here to be a sudden change Church, 

which is diflicult to understand, for from Lord as a 

verses i to 5 we have had the Church de- ^^ ^^ 
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Cant. vii. 5. picted in her missionary capabilities, while 
' here there is an abrupt mention made of her 
Lord, and that in reference to galleries which 
have not been before mentioned. But a 
little consideration of the passage in the 
original will bring out another meaning 
which will remind us of the truth, which 
needs so often to be brought before us, 
especially when dwelling on any work for 
Jesus, i. e. that though the Church is her 
Lord^s messenger to a fallen world, still 
He himself deigns ever to be present with 
her. For we find the word rehatim here 

Words- translated ^^7//fr/Vj, rendered gutters (for the 
cattle) in Gen. xxx. 38 — ^41, and troughs 
for sheep to drink from in Exod. ii. 16, and 
occurring in no other place in the Bible. 
The passage would then be, '* The king is 

Water bound at the water troughs.'^ Now, this 

troughs. , 

watering of the sheep forms a very important 
Tristram. P^rt of an Eastern shepherd's duty, " as 
owing to the heat and dryness of the climate 
their sheep need water daily. Many of the 
most attractive scenes of Oriental life and 
history cluster round the sheep-troughs. 
^e^sheep. '^^^ vf^W-i the most precious of possessions, 
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is carefully closed with a heavy slab until all cant. vii. 5. 
those whose flocks are entitled to share its 
water have gathered." The story of Gen. 
xxix. is in its most minute details a tran- 
script of the Arab life of to-day. " It is Gen. xxix. 
yet high day, neither is it time that the 
cattle should be gathered together [/. e. to 
be folded for the night]; water ye the sheep, 
and go and feed them." 

The meaning then of the above passage 
would be, that the sheep gathered by the 
missionary Church would be pastured by 
the Lord Himself, who remains with them 
according to His parting promise, *' Lo, I Matt. 

xxviii. 20 

am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world." 

" How fair and how pleasant art thou^ O Ver. 6. 
love ^ for delights ! This thy stature is like to Ver. 7. 
a palm tree^ and thy breasts to clusters of 
dates, ^* As *' grapes " in our version is in 
italics, so the more likely word to be in 
connection with the palm-tree would be 
dates, 

" / said^ 1 will go up to the palm-tree^ I Ver. 8. 
will take hold of the boughs thereof ^^ We Palm trees, 
find a striking commentary upon this symbol 
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Cant. vii. 8. of the Church in the " Church Missionary 
Intelligencer " for January, 1 869. Some of 
the information there given I subjoin, as 
it will, enable us to enter into many of the 
beauties of the type now before us. 
*' Church " The palms occupy a first place in the 

Missionary 

Intelli- ranks of vegetation, as much by the majestic 
beauty and elegance of their appearance as 
for their services to the inhabitants of the 
tropics, to whom they furnish at once bread. 
Palms vary oil, and wine.\ They are a most numerous 
tribe. There is the date-palm of the Arab, 
the palmyra of the Tamil, the sago-palm of 
the islands of the Indian Archipelago, the 
cocoa-nut palm, an inhabitant of the whole 
torrid zone,'* etc. 

The palm-trees flourish in the most un- 
likely localities, and their roots are said " to 
bear but little proportion to their height, the 
lofty stem being supported by a mass of 
fibrous roots which frequently creep 
Roots along the surface of the ground," which are 

suited for , n . , 

sand, thus best adapted for collectmg the moisture 

which is latent in the sand. And so the 

longings of a Christian mind stretch forth 

Psa. ixiii.i. in earnest desire after Divine grace. '' My 
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soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth Cant. tU. 8. 
for Thee in a dry and thirsty land where no 
water is." 

" The peculiar growth of the palm-tree 
may in the next place be referred to as em- 
blematic of a special feature in the Christian 
churches. For amid the forests of lands 
in the torrid zone, the palms are con- 
spicuous by their straight, upright, upward 
growth. Amidst the crowded luxuriance 
of an Indian forest they rise to the height The height 

. . of palms. 

of one hundred feet. On the high ridges 
of the Cordilleras may be seen the highest 
of all palms, the Ceroxylon andicola, which 
reaches the height of one hundred and 
eighty feet and upwards. Of African 
vegetation they constitute the richest orna- 
ment, at their head standing the olive-like 
palm, the fruit of which, of the size of an 
olive, yields so much oil that the liquid flows 
out when it is pressed by the fingers. This 
dynasty of palms reigns in the warm regions 
of the globe ; but everywhere the form is 
essentially the same, resembling columns 
crowned with a chaplet of leaves. 

Such is the growth of the Christian, 
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Cant. vii. 8. growing " up into Him in all things, which 

Eph. iv. 15. is the Head, even Christ." The aspirations 

Col. iii. I. of a spiritual man are upwards. '^ If ye 

then be risen with Christ, seek those things 

which are above, where Christ sitteth on 

the right hand of God." It is said that 

even if the palm-tree be bound, and heavy 

weights be placed upon it, these hindrances 

Palms grow will not avail to overcome its peculiar ten- 
straight 
and dencies, or cause it to grow crooked instead 

UD wards 

of Straight ; and if there be a real work of 
grace in the heart it will overcome all hin- 
drances to its movement upwards. 

There are in the palm no lateral 
branches. The strength of the tree is re- 
served for the upward growth. And so it 
is with spiritual men; Earthly things have 
ceased to be with them the first objects. 
They have seen better things afar off, and 
are persuaded of them, and embracing them, 
Heb. xi. 13. confess themselves to be " strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth," Having experienced 
the expulsive power of a new affection, the 
heart of the believer is for his Lord, and, 
subordinating all lesser things to the desire 
which he bears to His name, and the re- 



CANTICLES riL 153 

membrance of Him, he is like the palm-tree Cant. vii. 8. 

in its withdrawal of itself from a lateral 

growth, that its growth upwards may be 

more decided. " What things were gain Phil. iii. 7. 

to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 

loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and do count 

them but dung, that I may win Christ, and 

be found in Him." 

The palm-tree is crowned with a canopy 
of leaves — a coronal which is always green Leaves 

J 1 '^ J 'J* always 

— and never loses its verdure ; remmdmg us green. 
of the promise made to those who abide 
with their Lord, and in the diligent use of 
the means of grace, cultivate close com- 
munion with Him. " His leaf also shall Psa, i. 3. 
not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.'* These leaves are sometimes of 
gigantic size, and thus the palm grows and 
reigns where the heat is intolerable ; being 
impervious to the sun^s rays, they afford a 
welcome shelter to man and beast." 

And, finally, the same writer as quoted 
above sums up the usefulness of the palm- 
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Cant.vii.8. trees by saying that the palmyra furnishes 
Usefiilnees materials for habitations, etc., and the blos- 
palm trees, som and fruit provides the natives with 
Tristram, c. ng^rly aU their food." 

And Tristram observes that " it is a com- 
mon saying among the Arabs that the palm 
has as many uses as there are days in the 
year. In the oases where it is the principal 
Serviceable tree, every part of it is utilised. Besides 

toman and . , r i -i i- 

beast. Its employment for buildmg purposes, a 
pleasant drink is made from its juice ; wine 
is distilled from its sap, and a spirit is fer- 
mented from it. The crown of barren trees 
is boiled as a vegetable, sugar is manufactured 
from the syrup ; mats, baskets, and all sorts 
of utensils are manufactured from its leaves ; 
horses are fed on the fruit stalks, and camels 
on the pounded stones." 

Well may the writer of the article in the 

'' Intelligencer," after mentioning the varied 

Christian uses of palm-trees, inquire, " Shall the trees 

iiBeiuliifiss 

of righteousness of the Lord's planting be 
less serviceable in their day and genera- 
tion ? Possessed of a higher life, they are 
fitted for higher services. With what in- 
telligence and grateful sense of obligation 
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ought they not to lay themselves out to do Cant. vii. 8. 
good to all men. Their great Lord so ex- 
pended Himself. He has left us an example 
that we should follow His steps. How 
useful His people should be, how Christian 
in all the relations of life ! Every energy 
of mind should be used for Christ, every 
talent laid out for Him, every member of 
the body consecrated to His service. 
" Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are Phil. iv. 8. 
true, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.*^ " That ye Phil. i. 10. 
may be sincere, and without offence till the 
day of Christ. Being filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." 

'' Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters Ver. 8. 
of the vine^ and the smell of thy nose like 
apples .^ and the roof of thy mouth like the best 
wine for my beloved that goeth down sweetly, ^^ 
Lit., " the wine that goeth or moveth well, Words- 

I • 111 1 '^ worth. 

/. e, such wme as would show by its ap- 
pearance its superior quality. And thus 
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Cant. vii. 8. should the bride's words be acceptable to 
her Lord, and prove to His glory. This 
self-consecration is a truth we find repeated 
several times in the closing chapters of Can- 
ticles, as if it were one that was to be 
especially enjoined upon the maturer and 
more experienced Christians : such as when 
Cant. vii. the bride says, *' At our gates are all manner 
of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I 
have laid up for thesy O my beloved,'^ and 
again, " I would cause thee to drink of 
spiced wine of the juice of my pomegran- 
ate." And we find some striking re- 
Harrington marks of H. Evans in his Memoir on the 

Evans, _, . 

p. 480. same subject, where he says, '^ The religion 
of many of the saints of God appears of too 
selfish a character to be very healthy ; and 
the selfishness of which I complain is seen, 
I apprehend, in various ways. It is to be 
traced in that sort of religion which is ex- 
Selfishness clusively, or at least far too much confined 

in religion. . , . - , 

to a consideration or ourselves, our own 
feelings and experiences, our sorrows and 
joys, our temptations and deliverances, in 
short, our own selves, with far too little, i/ 
any, real consideration for others ; the sal- 
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vation of the sinners around me, the sane- Cant. vii. 9. 
tification of my fellow saints, and above all, 
too little consideration of Him who is the 
great end of all, God in Christ, God in His 
glory. This selfishness, I allow, may not 
be destitute of spiritual diligence and spiri- 
tual watchfulness. But so far as it prevails, 
it has but little like God. And it grieves 
me to reflect how much I seem to have 
been under the influence of it in all my past 
days." " Causing the lips of those that are 
asleep to speak^^ or, '' of the ancient :^* see Asleep, or 

. the ancient. 

marg. Two such diirerent meanmgs at Words- 

worth • 

once attract our attention. Wordsworth 
takes *' the ancient '^ as referring to the 
Jewish nation, but as Canticles was in the 
first case written for the Jews, could they 
have been called ancient in those days ? 
Must not every explanation of Canticles in- 
clude the two dispensations of the Jewjsh 
and the Gentile, or the loving presence of 
Jesus with His bride, until He comes at 
the millenium to be more visibly with her, 
and when the little sister will need to be no 
longer lamented over. 

But if we consider this passage as in our 
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Caiit.yii.9. version, " Causing the lips of those that are 
Those that asleep to speak.** How much is there in the 
^' expression " that are asleep" for considera- 
tion. Sleep is such a true description of 
our state by nature ; we walk the earth with 
a deathlike torpor over heart and mind, 
and this is true to a degree even of those 
within whom a work of grace has been be- 
H. Evans, gun. As H. Evans remarks, that it was a 
p. 400. j^^p conviction of his mind that *^the 

children of God themselves need to be 
stirred up to a more thorough spirituality of 
soul before God,'* and he mentions the re- 
Christians mark of a dying minister, "Brother, in 
half awake, looking back, I seem to have been but half 
awake,'* and adds, " Whoever he was that 
uttered this, it is the painful conviction of 
my own conscience that there is but too 
much truth in the exclamation. I feel per- 
suaded that there are lengths, and depths, 
and breadths, and heights in the Divine 
life, which too many of us but little enter 
into, even in our conceptions, which we but 
little expect to attain unto, and sometimes, 
I am ready to fear, which we but little 
desire." How much, then, do we need the 
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Stimulant spoken of here, which is to re- Cant. vii. 9. 
move the silence of sleep, and to restore to 
us the power of speech. A ministration of 
which St. Paul speaks when he says to 
Timothy, " Preach the word, be instant in 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
season, out of season j reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all long-suffering and doctrine.'^ 

How anxiously do the bystanders long 
for the word, which tells of returning con- 
sciousness to the loved one, who has been 
slumbering as it were on the confines of 
Eternity, and whose slumber has been 
watched lest it should end in a fatal sleep. 
But the pleasure with which we hail the 
feeble words which bespeak a return to 
consciousness, ought to be but faint pictures 
of the joy with which the Church militant 
can exclaim of this or that man who has 
hitherto been dead to God : '' Behold he 
prayeth.'* Or to the pleasure with which we 
should listen to the earnest words of one who 
has been roused by the Holy Spirit from a 
life of unconcern, and self-indulgence, to 
feel that henceforth the salvation of others 
ought to absorb his whole time and atten- 
tion. And the words thus issuing from a full 
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Cant. vii. 9. heart are not to be spoken according to the 
impulses of our fallen natures, with the 
pride of a superior being, or with the bitter- 

2 Tim. ii. ness of party spirit, for our directions are, 
5- cc yjjg servant of the Lord must not strive, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves : if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth." 

Oh ! may we pray more for such heavenly 
speech, and be enabled to utter the succeed- 

Ver. 10. ing words as only the Holy Spirit can teach 
a fallen man to say them. " / am my be- 
lovetTs^ and his desire is toward me.** As 
we before remarked, how changed is the 
Cant. ii. 16. language of the Church from the first warm 
declaration of her assurance in Cant. ii. 16. 
"My beloved is mine, and I am his.*' 
Now self is merged, and it is the love of 
Jesus which is her one theme ; and in the 
succeeding verse we find her uttering 
what her Lord had to repeat twice in 

Cant. ii. Cant. ii. before a response came. But 
here she herself exclaims, " Come^ my be- 
loved^ let us go forth into the field; let us 
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lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to Cant. vii. 



12. 



the vineyards. ^^ 

Mark the word us three times repeated. The word 

" us." 

Would that in all work for God we thus 
realised our oneness with our Master, and 
followed as sheep do their shepherd, accord- 
ing to the picture given us in John x. : 
" When he putteth forth his own sheep John x. 4. 
he goeth before them, and the sheep follow 
him ; for they know his voice." 

There are three localities given to us as 
spheres for exertion : the field, villages, and 
vineyards, which symbolise the Churches 
different scenes of labour. The fields^ or pieid, 
districts but little inhabited ; the villages^ or ancT®' 
unwalled groups of houses; and the vineyards^ vineyards. 
or the Churches own special belonging : so 
extended is the sphere in which Christians 
should labour for their Master. They are 
sent to the few as well as to the many, to 
those in untended ground, as well as to the 
favoured enclosures, which have been care- 
fully guarded in the spring, and watched 
over and rejoiced in as the year rolled on. 
And there is a life and energy in the bride's 
words, which contrasts with her former 

M 
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Cant. vii. delay in answering her Bridegroom's words 

in Cant. vii. 12, for now she says, '^ Let us 

Early, get up early to the vineyards.^* Would 

that our aim were to be thus early in our 

Master's service ! 

'^ Let us see if the vine flourish^ whether 
the tender grape appear.^ and the pomegranates 
hud forth J*^ United with the ripe fruits of 
Tender autumn come the tender grapes, and bud- 
grapes, c. jjj^gg Qf ^j^g pomegranate which belong to 

spring ; thus evidently are the seasons to a 
degree intermingled. As the Church ad- 
vances in maturity, yet will she always have 
her babes in Christ, equally with the veterans 
who may be bearing pleasant fruit : while 
the former are like tender grapes, sensitive 
to temperature and easily injured. 
Ver. 12. And mark the closing sentence : '' There 
will I give thee my loves, ^^ The bride still 
manifests her deep love not of herself but 
of her Lord. How often does prosperity 
and success end in self-exaltation, and con- 
sequent alienation from Him who gave that 
success, and so communion is injured, Jesus 
is grieved, and chastisement is needed. . . 
But here the affection of the bride seems 
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intensified, and a singular word would not cant. vii. 
be sufficient, it must be a plural one, " loves," d Loves " 
as if to signify how various must that affec- *^ord 
tion be. A child's love, a scholar's love, a 
bride's love, and deeper than all, the love of 
a pardoned sinner to the gracious, loving, 
and tender Saviour, whose mighty hand has 
rescued him from the law's demands, and 
Satan's power, and his own sinfid wills and 
desires. Such a love should we manifest 
when we are privileged to ask Jesus to go 
with us, as the case may be, to the field, the 
village, or the vineyard. 

'^ The mandrakes give a smell,'* Heb. Ver. 13. 
dudaim (love-apples), a word connected with TVords- 
did (love), which is used in the foregoing 
verse (see Gesenius)^ and referred to here 
on account of its etymology, as a symbol of 
all spiritual graces and virtues, the fruit of 
love to Christ.'^ 

'' The mandrake is of the family solanacea Mandrake, 
(to which the potato belongs), and is a plant 
of very peculiar appearance. The fruit is 
of the size of a large plum, quite round, 
and yellow, and full of soft pulp. It has a 
peculiar, but decidedly not an unpleasant 
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Cant. Tii. Smell, and a pleasant sweet taste. The 
1 1 

mandrake is universally distributed in all 



parts of Palestine, and its fruit is much valued 
by the natives." 
Ver. 13, <^ And at ' our gates are all manner of 
pleasant fruits^ new and old^ which I have 
laid up for thee^ O my beloved,^^ Variety, 
as before remarked, does indeed characterise 
all God's works ! so in His heavenly king- 
dom the trees of righteousness vary one 
from the other, and their fruits are ^^ all 
New and manner of pleasant fruits.^' The " new and 
old " refers probably to the fruits which have 
been carefully stored up from previous 
years, as well as to the ingathering of the 
later harvests. Or else to the fruit of the 
old trees, which vary from that borne by 
younger ones, for, as we find in Vegetable 
Mrs. Physiology, " Old plants produce the finest 
p. 405. fruit, but in the smallest quantity," and thus 
The babe we have a needful variety. The babes in 
in Christ. Christ, with the warmth of their first love, 
may often shame the experienced believer ; 
while he, with the knowledge gained by 
many a humbling conflict, nay, even sound 
defeat^ bears different fruit, and by his ex- 
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perience can prepare the youthful Christian cant. vii. 
for many a cutting wind, which else might ^^' 
blight the tender grape, or loosen the early 
fig by the rudeness of its blast. 

The missionary episode in the Church's 
history ends with the oft repeated and well- 
known endearing epithet, " O my beloved^'* 
and the bride passes on to pray for closer 
communion, and desires that her union with 
her Lord may be a more visible one ; just a 
repetition of the Church's prayer, in reply to 

Jesus' declaration, "Surely I come quickly," Rev. xxii. 

20 
when the answer from His own on earth is, 

"Even so, come. Lord Jesus." 
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CANTICLES VIII. 

Ver. I. *' O that thou wert as my brother^ that 
sucked the breasts of my mother! when I 
should find thee without^ I would kiss thee : 
yea^ I should not be despised.^* At present 
the Lord whom we love is absent, and we 
are called to walk by faith and not by sight. 

iJohniii.2. But hereafter ''we shall be like Him; for 
we shall see Him as He is/' It is such a 
relationship that the Church longs for. 
And see how little the passing praise of 
the daughters of Jerusalem, when they call 

Cant. vi. i. her, *' O thou fairest among women," or 
the Bridegroom's loving appreciation of 
her beauty. Cant. i. 15, and ii. 14, etc., 
could conceal from her, her true position in 

Cant. ii. 2. the world ; truly '' as the lily among thorns, 
so is my love among the daughters," and 
so here she says, '' Yea, I should not be 

Despised, despised.** 

This is the Churches best schooling. 
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Let her but be faithful to her Lord, and Cant.viii.i. 
new expressions will be coined as time rolls 
on, in order to express the feelings of aver- 
sion of those around, to the earnest and 
practical followers of a crucified and risen 
Saviour. Listen to the catalogue of a few 
of such terms. Bigot, enthusiast, Puri- Termsof 
tan, Methodist, Evangelical, etc., each 
with its own peculiar history : but all this 
is only for a time, and the bride longs for 
the time foretold in Thessalonians, when 
her Lord "shall come to be glorified in 2 These. i. 
His saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe." 

'' / would lead thee^ and bring thee unto my Ver. 2. 
mother 5 house, who would instruct me : I 
would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of 
the juice of my pomegranate.^' The question 
naturally arises, who is here spoken of as 
*' my mother V* Canticles i. 6 tells us, My mother. 
*' My mother's children were angry with 
me," which cannot apparently refer to the 
" heavenly Jerusalem,^' but to the natural Earthly 
relatives of the bride. Whereas her mother 
by adoption is spoken of in Cant. vi. 9, 
'* She is the only one of her mother,'^ and 
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Cant.viii.2. in the verse now before us, which speaks of 
Heavenly the heavenly relationship of which we read, 
5S^^iv^. " Jerusalem, which is above, is free, which 
is the mother of us all." 

By faith we understand in a measure 
HeT). xii. that " we are come unto the city of the liv- 

22, 23. 

ing God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels. To the 
general assembly and Church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to 
God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect." But what the 
I Cor. xiii. bride longs for is to see " face to face." 

The little sentence " who would instruct 
me," Wordsworth suggests might be " Thou 
wouldst instruct me." And the offering to 
the Bridegroom, the Church says, shall be 
the result of her labours, expressed by a 
product of the garden which is much used 
Spiced in the East : or " spiced wine of the juice 
pome- of my pomegranate." ''This juice was 

e railcl L6S a 1*11* 1/* 1* 1*1 

Tristram- and Still IS expressed for a coolmg drmk or 
sherbet, and sometimes also fermented into 
a light wine. It is now commonly used in 
the East with sugar or spices, and then 
strained before being fermented. The wine 
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of the pomegranate does not keep long, and Cant.viii.2. 
is very light." 

But though the glorious time longed for 
above is not yet permitted to the bride, 
still there is a close union granted to her of Union with 
which the succeeding verse reminds us, 
though not in such full realisation as in 
Cant. ii. 6, w^here the language v^ras, '' His 
left hand is under my head, and His right 
hand doth embrace me." Whereas the 
words in the verse before us, according to 
Wordsworth, are, " His left hand is under Ver. 3. 
my head^ and His right hand should embrace 
fw^." And the neighbours are entreated, 
" / charge youy O daughters of Jerusalem^ Ver. 4. 
that ye stir not up^ nor awake my love^ until 
He pleases.^' For earthly intrusion may 
prevent this enjoyment of close union with 
the Saviour, and the hurry and bustle of 
life may unfit for its realisation j hence the 
need of quietness and retirement as far as 
earthly duties may permit, and the cultiva- 
tion of a spirit of independence of external 
distractions. We add a few remarks of 
H. Evans on this subject, where he says, H. Evans, 
after a time of heavy bereavement, " Pray 
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Cant.Tiii.4. that the hustle of the ministry, the outward 
court religion, the fondness of friends, the 
love of my congregation, may never more 
be permitted to hide from the eye of my 
soul that the desideratum is nearness, con- 
scious nearness to God through His dear 
and beloved Son." 
Ver. 5. cc ff^Q i^ ffji^ ff^^f cometh up from th^ 

wilderness^ leaning upon her beloved?"*^ Once 
before the same question had been asked xn 
Cant. iii. 6, and there the bride had been 
described as coming ^^ out of the wilder- 

th^wiM™ ^^^^>^^ while here it is " up from the wilder- 
ness." ness ;'* implying ascension, as if nearing 
her journey's end. And again, in Cant. iii. 
she is mentioned as " perfumed with myrrh 
and frankincense, with all powders of the 
merchant,*' while here she is depicted as 

uJi^iXus. simply " leaning upon her beloved." 

What a beautiful description of our only 
safe life upon earth ! Our fallen rebellious 
natures greatly prefer to walk alone. Vain 
attempts and sad defeats teach us the simple 
truth of our Lord's words, which we are so 

John XV. 5. dull in learning, " Without Me (or severed 
from Me) ye can do nothing J** Happy, then, 



CANTICLES rilL 171 



is the member of the Church to whom the Cant.Tiii.5. 
Holy Spirit has indeed taught this distinc- 
tive truth of the Church militant, /. e, that 
she comes '' up from the wilderness leaning 
upon her beloved.'^ 

The very lesson that our present state is Earth a 
a wilderness life is difficult for us to learn, 
because we naturally love " the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life/' The world and its pleasures fas- 
cinate us, and give a certain degree of enjoy- 
ment, so that we cling to earth as our 
home, and are very far from confessing 
ourselves as " strangers and pilgrims on the Heb. xi. 13. 
earth. '^ This we know to be the case even 
after our faces have been turned heaven- 
ward, and a real work of grace has been 
begun in our hearts ; for sin within and sin 
without respond to each other, and we 
delight in this or that worldly association, 
and shrink from the thought of pure holi- 
ness and perfection all around us. Then 
comes the needed chastisement, the em- 
bittering of earth, the clouding over of Qur 
earthly sky ; and our half-heartedness and 
want of uprightness stand out displayed to 
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Cant.viii.5. US J and we learn to see that a simple devo- 
tion to God and a single aim to His glory 
increasingly bring to us the lesson of the 
Earth a Holy Spirit, that this world is a wilderness. 
' The only safe journey through which is 
described in the bride's words above, /. e. 
'' leaning upon her beloved." 

But what is meant by the following 

Ver. 5. difficult sentences, " / raised thee up under 

the apple-tree : ihere thy mother brought thee 

forth : there she brought thee forth that bare 

thee?'' 

The hride's Wordsworth says '' that these are the 

words, 

"I raised words of the bride, and not of the bride- 

theeup." , . , J. 

groom (as some mterpreters have supposed) 
is evident from the form of the pronoun 
used in the Hebrew original." How, then, 
can they be understood ? The only similar 
expression applied to our blessed Lord is in 
Rev. xii. 5. Is this, then, an allusion to 
His incarnation, and if so, how could the 
bride thus address our Lord as ^' I raised 
Thee up under the apple-tree ? " The 
apple-tree had before been spoken of as the 
symbol of Jesus in His suitability to His 
Church's needs, followed by her experience 
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of His being to her a shade and support : Cant.viu.5. 

" I sat under his shadow with great delight, Cant. ii. 3. 

and his fruit was sweet to my taste." But 

now the language is changed, and it is the 

bride that says, " I raised Thee up under 

the apple-tree," and it is this that constitutes Apple-tree. 

the difficulty of the passage. 

In order fully to face this difficulty we 
must enter more completely into the mean- 
ing of these two expressions, ist, "Thy 
mother,*' as applied to our Saviour, and, 
2ndly, '* I raised thee up under the apple- 
tree.'' 

First, then, we must turn to Rev. xii. i, 
where we read of " a woman clothed with Eev. xii. i. 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars," 
which in some degree resembles the descrip- 
tion given of the bride, " as fair as the Cantyi. lo, 
moon, clear as the sun ;" and the 5th verse 
of Rev. xii. identifies her child as the " Lord 
of lords," for it is added, " who was to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron." 

Would not the woman thus particularised 
be the Church militant when our Lord 
came, not the priestly hierarchy which in 
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Caiitviii.5. every way disowned the Jesus of Nazareth, 
and finally delivered Him to be crucified ? 
Whereas among the faithful few, such as 
Simeon. and Anna, He was welcomed and 
adored ; and owned His relationship when 

Luke viii. He Said, '' My mother and My brethren 
are these which hear the word of God, and 
do it.'' 

But how, in the second place, can we 
understand the allusion made here again to 

Apple-tree, the apple*tree^ or apricot-tree, or however 
we may see best to symbolise the wondrous 
powers of the '' tree of life ?" How now 

Cant. ii. 3. can We say, " I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet 
to my taste ?" Is it not by feeding on the 
revelations made to us in the Word of 
God of the attributes and promises of Jesus, 

Matt. iv. 4. according to those verses, " Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God,'' and, 

John vi. 63. " The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life ?" 

Dimly did the Jewish believers see the 

Gal. iii. 8. coming salvation, but it was preached to 
Abraham^ and yet more clearly revealed to 
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Isaiah and Daniel, and looked for by the Cant.viii.s. 
faithful few who are mentioned at the time 
of our Lord's birth as " them that looked for Luke ii. 38. 
redemption in Jerusalem/' 

It was, as it were, under these revelations 
that the early preachers proclaimed their 
Master, and raised Him up to the conside- 
ration of perishing sinners as Moses did the Under the 
brazen serpent on the pole ; see Psalm xvi, 
8, and Psalm ex. i, quoted by St, Peter in 
his first sermon in Acts ii. and Deut. xviii. 
15 ; in his second address, and Psalm cxviii. 
22, when brought before the high priest 
and his kindred, in Acts iv. ; and so on 
throughout Acts, ending with the mention of 
St. Paul in Acts xxviii., where we are told 
that " he expounded and testified the king- 
dom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and 
out of the prophets, from morning till 
evening." 

Taking such a view of this verse, then, Ver. 5. 
as referring to the incarnation of our Lord, 
the bride would be the mystical body on 
earth to whom was committed the exalta- 
tion and glory of her Lord. Death laid the 
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i- 

Cant.Tiii.5. King of kings low in the grave, from 

whence He rose triumphant on the third 

day. But He himself did not proclaim 

His resurrection to the world at large. He 

The left that to His Church on earth ; and after 

Church's . ' 

duty on His people had been prepared by the Holy 

earth. o • • 

Spirit to exalt Him, and not themselves, 
they went forth to preach Christ crucified, 
risen, and ascended ; to a world lying in sin 
and darkness. Might not this verse, then, 
give us a wonderfully double view of Christ 
and His Church ? — for first we have Him 
described as leading His bride, who is re- 
presented as " leaning upon her beloved ;" 
while she is depicted as exalting her Lord 
and Master, when she says, " I raised Thee 
up under the apple-tree." 
Ver. 6. A prayer for closer union follows : '' Set 

"As a seal.*' me as a seal upon thine heart .^ as a seal upon 
thine arm,'* The allusion here would 
appear to be to the priestly office of Jesus, 
who bears the names of His people into the 

Ex. xxviii. presence of God, just as the high priest bore 
the names of the children of Israel in the 
breastplate and upon his shoulders when 
entering the holy of holies.'^ 
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Bonar, in his commentary on Leviticus, Cant.vm.6. 
has some valuable remarks on this subject, Bonar on 
where he says, " The Israelites saw that piate. 
their high priest carried on his heart the 
memorial of every tribe, a token of his love 
for all and care for all, and a pledge that he 
will offer sacrifice and intercede for all. 
Jesus yet more fully still bears on His soul, 
and writes on the palms of his hands, 
the name of every individual of all that in- 
numerable company, from every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, given Him by the 
Father ; and for each He offers Himself as 
the atonement, and for each He intercedes. 
Oh ! how unutterably precious to know 
that it is so. Set me. Lord, as a seal 
upon Thine heart, may well be our prayer; 
and His reply is already given, ' I pray for Jolmxvii.9. 
them.' ^' 

" For love is strong as death : jealousy is Ver. 6. 
cruel as the grave ; the coals thereof are coals 
of fire ^ which hath a most vehement flame. ^^ Of 
whose love is this spoken ? — of the Bride- 
groom or the bride ? May it not be stated 
here as a general truth, which applies to 
both ? And the image is a striking one. 

N 
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Cant.viii.6. What human power can withstand the 
Death, power of death ? As the woman of Tekoah 

2 Sam. xiv. said, '' We must needs die, and are as water 
spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered 
up again /^ Human skill, wealth, and affec* 
tion are all powerless when once this giant 
destroyer begins his last work within any of 
us. Many other earthly evils we can 
remedy, but this we cannot. The power 
of death is indeed unconquerable ; and it is 
to such an image that love is here com- 
pared, even that love which in Jesus bears 
with the numberless sins and negligences of 
His Church. Well may we need to realise 
that it is as " strong as death,^^ when we 
are awakened to perceive how rebellious are 
our wills, how wrong our desires, how con- 
stant our self-indulgence, how sinful our 
prayers, how mingled the motives which 
actuate us when working for Him. How 
proudly we criticise others, how indolently 
we neglect opportunities of usefulness, and 
how weak we are when called upon to bear 
a little opprobrium or contempt for our 
Master's sake. Alas ! where can we end 
such a category ? But let us next turn 
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thankfully to think of the love which bears Cant.viii.6. 
with our numberless sins and provocations, 
and promises that " he that believe th on the Johniii.36. 
Son hath everlasting life." Earthly love 
might bear with a measure of wilfulness and 
ingratitude ; but not when it is so often re- 
peated, so aggravated too, as it often is, by 
the remembrance of the schooling of many 
a year, and the truths which have been 
taught us by line upon line in seasons that 
are past. What should be the return for 
such patient tender love ? Should not the 
bride's love be on her part also as '' strong The bride's 
as death ?" The fact applies to her, and 
comes home to each of her members y and 
we are bound to ask, does everything give 
way to this heavenly love ? Has it had such 
a power over all our inner life as death has 
over our outer one ? Can we realise our 
newness of life according to St. Paul's 
words, '' The love of Christ constr^neth 2 Cor. v. 14. 
us : because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead : and that He 
died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
Him which died for them, and rose again." 
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Cant.viii.6. And then will follow a jealousy over cur- 
Jealousy, selves, an avoidance of idols, of which we 

1 Cor. X. 14. read, '^ My dearly beloved, flee from idol- 

atry." Which is further explained to us in 
Col. iii. 5, " Covetousness, which is idol- 
atry.^' Added to a tender anxiety over 
those whom God gives us to care for, as 

2 Cor. xi. 2. St. Paul says, '' I am jealous over you with 

a godly jealousy.^' And a warm zeal for 

God's glory, of which Elijah speaks when 

I Kings he says, " I have been very jealous for the 

xix. 10. 

Lord God of Hosts." 

The word jealousy, taken in its highest 
sense, gives us, as it were, the stern side of 
love. We have had much of the tender- 
ness of love in Canticles ; here we have its 
just view of what is contrary to that 
feeling. 

Our fallen natures are very apt to smooth 
over sin, and to magnify the good which 
may accompany it, and which oft-times 
gilds the bait to the unwary victim. Not 
so when the Holy Spirit quickens our torpid 
souls ; at such moments of warm love we 
shrink from error as from poison. It in- 
jures my Saviour's cause, it leads my fellow- 
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sinners from simple trust in Him. Let me Caiit.viii.6. 
rather die, than by silence or guilty consent 
swell the number of those who permit the 
spread of such views. If all I love dearest 
call it expedient or true, let me be found 
among those in whom that beautiful pro- 
mise is fulfilled, '^ Because thou hast kept Rev. iii. lo. 
the word of My patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth." 

Our Master's love has also this stern Jesus' love, 
element in it. He loves us tenderly and 
fervently. He demands in return our 
whole heart, and says, '' Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.'^ Matt. vi. 24. Hence 
the controversy with many a real Christian. 
A cold religion is substituted for the warm 
gushing affection of earnest love, and the 
Lord, jealous for the whole affection of His Jealous for 

. . . .our full 

pardoned child, leads him oftentimes amid love. 
scenes of sorrow and suffering, or permits 
him to wander where painful necessity brings 
him to simpler trust in Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit sheds abroad in his heart such a love 
as St. Paul speaks of when he says, " That ^P^- '^^' 
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Cant.viii.6. Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; 

that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

may be able to comprehend with all saints 

what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 

and height ; and to know the love of 

Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 

might be filled with all the fulness of God.'* 

Ex. xxxiv. Yes ! while our Lord God is " merciful 
6> 7- 

and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 

in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgres- 
sion, and sin," yet He will '^ by no means 

Ex. xxxiv. clear the guilty.'* " For the Lord, whose 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God.'* 

Creatures of extremes as we are, we 
dwell on our Master's love till we often 
overlook His justice and inexorable holi- 
ness. How necessary, then, is such a re- 
minder as here, that ^^ jealousy is cruel as the 
grave : the coals thereof are coals of fire^ 
Words- which hath a most vehement flame" lit. a 

A flame of flame of Jah, the concentrated and most 
emphatic form of the sacred name Jehovah. 
This is the only place in this book where 
this Divine name occurs. The Saviour's 
love to us is thus vehement and powerful ; 
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may ours in return not be the little faint Cant.viu.6. 
glimmer of a half-expiring coal, but the 
clear bright flame of a heavenly fire, over 
which let the enemy pour floods of tempta- 
tion and trial, yet an unseen hand supplies 
it with unquenchable fuel, and it burns all 
the brighter oft-times amid the waves of 
trouble. And so the Christian stands a mo- 
nument of Divine power, an exemplification 
of Bunyan's well-known simile, which has 
proved a comfort to sin-tossed souls, who 
have remembered the unseen Hand, and 
have asked to have the heavenly oil supplied 
yet more abundantly to them, and so have 
realised that promise, "Ye are of God, iJolmiy.4. 
little children, and have overcome them : 
because greater is He that is in you than he 
that is in the world. '^ 

" IV e have a little sister^ and she hath no S^^^:\ 
breasts : what shall we do for our sister in sister. 
the day when she shall be spoken for ?" The 
want of maturity is here regretted in some 
existing body. The dispensations have been 
first Jewish, until our Lord's time, and 
since then Gentile. But there was in each 
dispensation an election of grace, first from 
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Cantviii.8. ^^^ Gentiles, and now from the Jews. But 
the individuals thus chosen have been com- 
paratively few in number, and have never 
assumed a corporate form. The remedy 
for such a state of things is in the bride's 
hands, the little sister must be attended to 
as opportunities may enable her more privi- 
leged sister to do so. 
Ver. 9. " If she be a wall^ we will build upon her 
a palace of silver : and if she be a door^ we 
will inclose her with boards of silver. ' * Costly 
materials must be used, in furtherance of 
that development ; if she be a plain wall, 
then she must have a palace of silver built 
on it 5 and if only a door, then she must be 
Words- inclosed (lit. an entablature) of cedar like 
the temple of Jerusalem (1 Kings vi. 15 — 
18), or the enduring wood, which is de- 
scribed as constituting the bride's own 
house in Cant. i. 17. The elder sister i$ 
thus enjoined to build carefully on the 
foundation of either a wall or a door, and 

I Cor. iii. thus are we warned, " Other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones. 
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wood, hay, stubble ; every man's work Cant.viii.9. 

shall be made manifest : for the day shall 

declare it, because it shall be revealed by 

fire; and the fire shall try every man^s 

work of what sort it is. If any man's work 

abide which he hath built thereupon, he 

shall receive a reward. If any man's work 

shall be burned, he shall suffer loss : but he 

himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire." 

For even if the foundation be firm, the A true 

. . foundation 

Structure erected upon it may be msecure and and a 
dangerous ; and a striking warning this is super- 
for us in these latter days, when early ^ ^^ ^^^* 
evangelical teaching remains with many a 
one, who unites to a certain faith in Jesus 
a belief also in priestly absolution and sacra- 
mental efficacy. 

The little word '' if,^' twice repeated, is a The word 
remarkable expression, for it appears to imply 
a contingency of circumstances which the 
bride is to observe, and to make use of when 
presented to her ; while she herself acknow- 
ledges her own privileges, and exclaims, '^ / Ver. 10. 
am a wallj and my breasts like towers. Then 
was I in His eyes as one that found favour ** 
(Heb. peace), or the precious gift which Peace. 
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Cant. viii. distinguishes the Church from those around 
her. In prosperity the unconverted may 



seem to be peaceful, and many an earthly 
Acts xiy. gift may fill their hearts '' with gladness." 
But when these gifts are removed or with- 
held, and external and internal storms shake 
the unbefriended soul, then how strikingly 
does the Christian contrast with the un- 
believer. 

Let us mark a few of his privileges where 
Psa. cxii. we read, " The righteous shall be in ever- 
lasting remembrance. He shall not be afraid 
of evil tidings : his heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord. His heart is established, he 
shall not be afraid, until he see his desire 
upon his enemies." And a yet greater ex- 
emption from evil is promised him, for it is 
llom.v.i,2. written, "Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 

It is to the realisation of such a peace that 
the Church is called ; and how in this point 
is the spiritual state of a child of God 
tested by the events of daily life ? For the 
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suffering, or sorrow, or temptation, which cant. viii. 
would overwhelm us when walking care- '°* 
Jessly or at a distance from God ; when the 
Holy Spirit enables us to cast all our care 
upon God, then such trial comes to us but 
as a loving message from our heavenly 
Father, which, though at the time it may be 
*' grievous, nevertheless afterward it yieldeth Heb.xii.n. 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby." And 
the contemplation of the uncertain future to 
one who has been taught to realise his union 
with Jesus, only calls forth the joyful ex- 
pressions, "I will fear no evil, for Thou Psa. xxiii. 
art with me ; Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me." 

" Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon ; Ver. 11. 
he let out the vineyard unto keepers : every one 
for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand 
pieces of silver. My vineyard^ which is Ver. 12. 
mine^ is before me : thou^ O Solomon^ must Solomon's 

Yiii6y&rd« 

have a thousand^ and those that keep the fruit 
thereof two hundred,^* This paragraph 
would appear to give us an earthly and a 
heavenly contrast, as in Cant. vi. 8, 9. 
And we observe that in the one case a rent 
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Cant. viii. of a thousand pieces of silver is mentioned 
'^* as having been paid to Solomon ; while no 
certain sum is spoken of for those who had , 
taken his vineyard, they having to hazard 
the ordinary chances of good or bad weather, 
of a productive or a defective season, and 
such contingencies are neither few nor can 
easily be foreseen in the culture of vines. 
Thomson gives us one striking instance of 

"Land and this, which I Subjoin : he says, " The vine- 

theBook." . ; ^ , 

yards in this region are utterly ruined, and 
the people have cut them down, and sown 
Grape the land with grain. This great calamity 
acts very mysteriously. The vines blossom, 
and the young grapes set as usual ; but soon 
after a silvery grey mould spreads over 
them, and as they enlarge they corrupt, 
with a very peculiar and offensive odour. 
Whole vineyards are thus ruined. There 
is this also strange about it: one year it 
attacks the vines raised on poles and running 
on trees, and those lying on the ground 
escape ; the next year it is the reverse. 
Some vineyards, exposed to the winds, are 
wholly destroyed ; others, sheltered from 
them, are uninjured. And, again, this is 
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reversed. Hitherto no explanation has Cant. yiii. 
appeared to account for the calamity itself, 
or its eccentricities." 

But in the Church's vineyard the keepers 
have a certain reward, '' Those that keep '^er. 12. 
the fruit thereof two hundred." The tern- Kewards 
poral issue of our life's work does not affect one respect, 
this reward, for one servant of God may die, 
like Captain Alan Gardner, the houseless 
survivor of an apparently fruitless mission, 
while another may be buried amid the tears Various in 

. . . . . another. 

and regrets of his children in the faith : in 

either case we are promised a sure reward. 

Equal as far as happiness is concerned, for 

all receive " a penny ;" but varying as to Matt xx. 9. 

reward, for our heavenly Master tells us, 

" Behold, I come quickly ; and My reward ^v- x^- 

12. 

is with Me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be." 

The word keepers is an important one to Keepers, 
remember, when so much is being attributed, 
as before observed, to priestly absolution and 
sacramental efficacy. For certain members . 
of the Church militant are but keepers of 
the Lord^s vineyards ; they cannot make the 
vines to grow or bear fruit, they can but 
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Cant. Tiii. tend and guard them, as St. Paul says, 
" Neither is he that planteth anything, 

I Cor. iii. 7. neither he that watereth ; but God that 
giveth the increase." 

The keeping of the vineyards, especially 
at vintage times, involves much personal 
exertion and exposure. Thomson speaks of 
this from his own personal observation, and 

"Land and says with respect to Lebanon, " The vine- . 
yards are generally planted on the sides of 
mountains, often climbing, by successive 
terraces, quite to the summit. As they are 
far from the village, and without fence or 

Watchman hedge, they must be carefully guarded, and 

vineyard, the stoutest and boldest young men are 
selected for naturs. They take their stations 
on the highest part of the mountain which 
they have to watch, and are so arranged 
that the eye of one surveys the entire series 
of vineyards up to the point where the eye 
of the other reaches. Thus eye meets eye, 
and every part is brought under constant 
surveillance. When passing through vine- 
yards thus situated, and thus guarded on 
the goodly mountain, /. e, Lebanon, I have 
been suddenly startled by a long loud note 
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of warning, swelling up the steep cliffs of cant. riii. 
the mountains, and responded to by others 
before and behind," singing together " in 
concert, and waking the echoes that sleep 
in the wadies and among the ragged rocks ; 
then one of the watchmen, leaving his lofty 
station, would descend to meet me with 
hands laden with the best clusters for my 
acceptance, courteously accompanying me 
to the end of the vineyards. If, however, 
one attempts to take without permission, 
these watchmen are required to resist even 
unto death ; and in the execution of their 
office they are extremely bold and resolute. 
I have known many serious and some fatal 
rencounters of this kind." 

And thus also in the Church's vineyard 
must the keepers be watchful and devoted. 
The Master is visibly absent, so He expects 
His servants to watch, at their different 
posts, the buds and shoots of spring, the 
blossoms and spices of summer, and es- 
pecially the precious fruits of autumn. 
Tending all with prayerful and self-denying 
care ; and equally the garden as the vine- 
yard, for the succeeding verse says, ^' Thou Ver. 13. 



192 MEFLECTIONS UFON CANTICLES, 

Cant. viii. ^^^^ dwellest in the gardens^ the companions 
Thou^that ^^^^^^« ^0 ^Ay voice : cause me to hear it,** 
dwelbat in jj^^^ ^^ j^^^.^^ ^y^^^ Service for God is not 

gardens, ^q jjg ^^ pastime of life, the occupation of 
spare hours, our afternoon variety ; but it is 
to be the one object of life, — we are to dwell 
"in the gardens." 
Moody The Septuagint makes " the companions'^ 

^^ * masculine, but is nearly, if not quite, alone 
in this ; while the general opinion appears to 
be that it is the Bridegroom who here 
speaks to the bride. Who, then, are the 
companions who hearken to her voice ? 
Are they members of the mystical body, who 
benefit others by their experience ; accord- 
Eph. iv. ing to those words, ''He gave some, 

' apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, 
evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ"? And if so, what does the 
ending clause mean — " The companions 
hearken to thy voice : cause me to hear it*'? 
Is it easier to speak of Jesus than to speak 
to Him ? Do we sooner turn to Christian 
friends for sympathy and advice, than we do 
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to the '^ Friend that sticketh closer than a cant. viii. 
brother?" Alas! yes. Sin in its first deadly '^' 
effects separated man from God ; and our 
trembling ancestors, hiding behind the trees 
of the garden, picture us in our natural 
shrinking from realising the privileges of 
redeemed man, and delighting in God's 
presence; and from finding our happiest 
time in the hours when we can pour out 
our hearts before Him. 

Hence we need the Holy Spirit to teach 
us to reply as the bride did to these loving 
words, " Make haste^ my beloved^ and be thou Ver. 14. 
like to a roe^ or to a young hart upon the 
mountain of spices/* For as the Christian 
realises his union with Jesus, then, being 
made " partaker of His holiness,'^ he learns Heb.xii.io. 
a very different language from Simon Peter's 
exclamation, '' Depart from me, for I am Luke v, 8. 
a sinful man, O Lord;" for the holiness 
of God, infinite and beyond our compre- 
hension as it is, becomes then our delight 
and our glory. And while members of Dr. 

. , , - , Newman. 

another communion picture the soul, when 
leaving the body, as shrinking from the pure 
holiness of the God of Hosts, we are privi- 

o 
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Cant. viii. leged to turn for our comfort to St. Jude's 
^^' description of the joy of heaven, where he 

Jude24. says, " Now unto Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you fault- 
less before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy :" and should, as often as such 
a prospect meets our eyes, join in the suc- 
ceeding words of thanks and adoration, 

Jude 25. saying, " To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen.'*. 

And meanwhile, we ask Jesus to be often 
with us in these high lands of holy commu- 
nion with Him, the mountains of realisation 
of unseen realities, and prayerful adoration 
of God. Those of us who know but little 
of such joyful elevations, may learn from 
the experience of others, that the ascension 
to them is granted to the spiritually minded, 
prayerful, and humble Christian ; and those 
words of Divine Truth should often sound 
in our ears, and be prayerfully acted upon. 

Matt. Tii. " If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask Him?" 



II. 
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In conclusion, we cannot but remark that Conclusion. 
the cursory consideration of the varied 
similes of Canticles which has been at- 
tempted in the preceding pages, leaves 
much to be supplied by each reader for him- 
self. And as fresh literature appears upon Fresh 
Oriental habits and productions, so will 
there be afforded added matter for illustra- 
tion. Different types of mind will evolve 
from such materials the variety of thoughts 
and conclusions which under the Holy 
Spirit's influence tend to build up and ma- 
ture the Church militant for her service on 
earth, and prepare her for the joyful meeting 
with her Lord and Master hereafter. 

But all consideration of privilege brings PriFilegei. 
with it corresponding duties and responsi- 
bilities. As pictorial representations suited 
to our sin-weakened intellects pourtray to us 
our blessed Saviour's personal offices to us, 
and various types, on the other hand, re- 
present the glorious work of the Holy Spirit, 
which ought to be carried on in each mem- 
ber of His Church on earth ; the beauty 
and the suitability of the type, the gran- 
deur or the lowliness of the picture which 
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may interest our intellect, fail to affect us 
aright, unless we come to what is now 
termed the " preachie " view of the case. 
A term of contempt for which Scripture has 
prepared us by telling us, i Cor. i. 21, 
" After that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe." Merely intellectual 
indulgence and cold beautiful considerations 
are not what sin-burdened souls require, 
some of whom at least are within a few 
hours of eternity. No ! we all need such 
stern simple questions as the following to 
be brought home to our individual cases, 
and are bound respectively to inquire. If 
Jesus is so loving a Husband, a Friend, and 
a Counsellor to His people, what is He to 
me ? And if such a glorious process can be 
carried on in His mystical body, and children 
of earth can love Him so dearly, and serve 
and adore Him so earnestly, what do I 
know of such glorious truths, and how far 
am I following the Divine directions 
towards realising such a heavenly life on 
earth? according to Rom. viii. 13, 14, 
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" If ye through the Spirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. '^ 

It is this honouring of the Holy Spirit 
which can alone give us high and unselfish 
thoughts of the Triune God, and enable us 
to consecrate ourselves " a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable unto God," and keep 
us from the snares and false religious views 
of a fallen world. Oh ! may our constant 
prayer be, '' Show me Thy ways, O Lord ; 
teach me Thy paths. Lead me in Thy 
truth, and teach me ; for Thou art the God 
of my salvation,^^ Psa. xxv. 4, 5. 

"Jesus! for Thy mercy's sake. 

Keep me in Thy school of grace ; 
Though I'm only fit to take. 
Day by day, the lowest place. 

" Sweet the lessons of Thy school, 
And the lowest place how sweet j 
When I yield me to Thy rule. 
When I seat me at Thy feet. 

" Shall the learner dare rebel. 

Shall the weak disciple mourn. 
If Thy words seem hard to spell, 

And Thy thoughts too deep to learn ? 
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Conclusion. " Truths which reason cannot span, 

Teach me humbly to believe ; 
Mysteries too high to scan, 
Let me quietly receive. 

" Give me strength to do Thy will, . 
When Thy pleasure is revealed ; 
Give me patience to lie still, 

When Thy dealings are concealed. 

" What I can't unravel here, 
What I fail to solve aright. 
Shall be rendered plain and clear, 
In that world where all is light. 

" Then each dark and doubtful word, 
Shall in golden letters shine ; 
And a flood of light be poured. 
O'er each dim and cloudy line.** 
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9s. each, cloth. 1860 to 1864, and 1866 to 1869, 10s. 6d. eac^i, gilt edges. 

THE BAND OF HOPE REVIEW. 19 Yearly Parts (1861 to 1869). 
stiff Cover, Is. each. Ten Years' Vol., 1851 to 1860, cloth, 10s. ; gilt edges, 12b. Five 
Years' Vol., 1861 to 1865, cloth, 5s. ; gilt edges, 6s. 

rpHE CHILDREN'S FRIEND. 9 Vols. (1861 to 1869). Coloured 

X Covers, Is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. ; gilt edges, 2s. 6d. each ; the Nine Years, 1861 to 1869, 8 
Vols, cloth, 6s. ; gilt edges, 6s. each. 

TNFANT'S MAGAZINE. 4 Vols. (1866 to 1869). Coloured Covers, 

X Is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. ; gilt edges, 2s. 6d. each. 

FRIENDLY VISITOR. Vols. 1867, 1868, 1869. Coloured Cover, 
Is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s.; gilt edges, 2s. 6d. each. 

SERVANTS' MAGAZINE. 3 Vols. (1867 to 1869). Cloth, Is. 6d. ; 
gilt edges, 2s. pach. 

(FuU CataU)guei pott-free for one gtamp.) 
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